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Ron  Peetz  and  Tuggey’s  owner  Denny  Giovannoli  (right)  like  working  on  24th  Street, 
especially  when  they  can  take  a  break  with  their  pals  Elmira  and  Elmer.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


LOCAL  GEMS 


Tuggey’s  Hardware — A  Well-Loved 
Noe  Valley  Fixture 


By  Kate  Volkman 


Livin’  on  the 
Edge  (of  the 
Neighborhood) 

There’s  a  New  Buzz  at 
Guerrero  and  22nd  Streets 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Chances  are,  the  last  time  you  heard 
neighbors  buzzing  about  happenings 
down  at  22nd  and  Guerrero  streets,  the  ru¬ 
minations  had  something  to  do  with  pot. 
From  the  time  the  Green  Cross  set  up 
shop  on  Noe  Valley’s  easternmost  edge  in 
July  2004,  until  it  closed  its  doors  earlier 
this  year,  the  medical  marijuana  dispen¬ 
sary  sparked  more  than  its  fair  share  of 
neighborhood  chatter — and  controversy. 

Stroll  down  to  that  same  intersection 
these  days  and  you’ll  catch  an  altogether 
different  sort  of  buzz.  New  businesses  are 
sprouting  up,  and  some  old  favorites  are 
finding  new  ways  to  please  their  faithful 
patrons. 

Newcomers  Josephine  &  Debudda,  an 
eclectic  boutique  featuring  vintage  and 
vintage-inspired  jewelry,  accessories,  and 
finds  for  the  home,  and  Little  Tree 
Gallery,  a  pint-sized  art  space  dedicated 
to  showing  work  from  emerging  local 
artists,  have  moved  into  the  Green  Cross’ 
former  digs. 

Josephine  &  Debudda  owner  Jessica 
Goldberg  grew  up  in  San  Francisco  but 
recently  moved  back  to  the  West  Coast 
from  Brooklyn.  She  was  happy  to  find  the 
space  on  22nd  Street,  where  browsers  are 
greeted  by  the  store’s  canine  mascot, 
Josephine. 

“It’s  very  intimate.  Everybody  kind  of 
looks  out  for  each  other  and  supports  all 
the  businesses,”  she  says  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  atmosphere. 

A  few  storefronts  down  from  Gold¬ 
berg's  shop,  the  Little  Tree  Gallery  greets 
passersby  with  crisp  white  walls  and  open 
doors — quite  a  departure  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  tenant’s  blacked-out  windows  and 
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Jessica  Goldberg  has  opened  a  vintage 
boutique  in  one  of  the  spots  vacated  by  the 
Green  Cross  on  22nd  near  Guerrero.  The 
shop  is  named  after  her  French  bulldog 
Josephine.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 


A  customer  walks  into  Tuggey’s  with 
a  fluorescent  light  bulb  in  his  hand 
one  Thursday  morning.  Before  he  even 
opens  his  mouth,  store  employee  Ron 
Peetz  leads  him  to  the  appropriate  aisle 
for  a  replacement. 

This  is  standard  practice  at  the  vener¬ 
able  hardware  store  at  3885  24th  Street. 
Tuggey’s  is  renowned  for  its  helpful  ser¬ 
vice  and  expert  staff,  who  greet  you  at  the 
door  and  rush  to  find  the  right  extension 


Voice  Columnist  Channels 
Spirit  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln 

By  Olivia  Boler 

After  much  anticipation,  Janis  Cooke 
Newman’s  second  book  arrives  in 
bookstores  on  Sept.  8.  It’s  called  Mary:  A 
Novel,  and  the  706-page  work  of  histori¬ 
cal  fiction  explores  the  life  of  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln,  President  Abraham  Lincoln’s  re¬ 
markable  wife. 

Newman,  5 1 ,  became  intrigued  by  Mrs. 
Lincoln  during  a  tour  of  Ford’s  Theater, 
where  John  Wilkes  Booth  assassinated 
the  president.  Newman  learned  that  the 
president’s  widow  had  become  extremely 
depressed  after  her  husband’s  death,  and 
that  her  son  Robert  Lincoln  had  put  her 
in  an  insane  asylum  in  1875. 

Newman,  who  lives  in  Glen  Park  (“I 
like  to  think  of  it  as  Noe  Valley  South”), 
is  the  author  of  a  memoir.  The  Russian 
Word  for  Snow,  about  the  adoption  of  her 
son,  Alex.  A  journalist  as  well,  she  also 
wrote  a  regular  column  for  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  from  1999  to  2003.  Recently,  the 
Voice  sat  down  with  Newman  to  chat  about 
Mary,  madness  in  the  Victorian  era,  and 
the  debatable  sexiness  of  a  fi  ve-dollar  bill. 


cord,  picture  hanger,  or  tub  stopper. 

According  to  Denny  Giovannoli, 
whose  family  has  owned  and  operated  the 
store  for  nearly  50  years,  people-pleasing 
is  what  Tuggey’s  is  all  about.  That 
friendly  attitude,  combined  with  a  full 
stock  of  fix-it  supplies,  has  created  a  busi¬ 
ness  with  perhaps  the  longest  run  of  any 
shop  on  24th  Street. 

Tuggey’s  has  been  a  Noe  Valley  insti¬ 
tution  for  over  a  century.  It  opened  as 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  15 


Noe  Valley  Voice:  What  is  Mary  about? 

Janis  Cooke  Newman:  It’s  about  dif¬ 
ferent  things  on  different  levels.  [For¬ 
mer  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
columnist]  Adair  Lara  said  to  me, 
“You’re  rescuing  Mary  Todd  Lincoln 
from  the  slag  heap  of  history.”  From  a 
historical  point  of  view,  I  feel  I  have 
become  Mary’s  defender. 

As  a  novel,  it’s  about  a  woman 
searching  for  love  after  her  mother 
dies — first  from  a  husband  who  has  dif¬ 
ficulty  with  affection  and  passion,  and 
then  from  a  son  from  whom  she  tries  to 
get  affection  and  love. 

NVV:  Why  did  you  decide  to  write  this 
book? 

JCN:  I  feel  the  story  really  found  me. 
That  day  at  the  boarding  house  where 
Lincoln  died  and  the  tour  guide 
described  her  grief,  I  really  felt  like  her 
spirit  was  there.  And  all  the  descriptions 
I  heard  of  her  were  always  derogatory. 
At  the  time,  she  was  the  most  hated 
woman  in  America  aside  from  this 
abortionist  in  New  York.  After  Lincoln 
died,  she  had  terrible  debts,  and  it  took 
years  for  his  estate  to  be  settled.  She 


Merchants  on 
Church  St.  Launch 
A  New  Group 

Stores  and  Cafe  Owners  Get 
Together  for  Fun  and  Profit 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Nearly  90  businesses  fill  the  store¬ 
fronts  along  Noe  Valley’s  Church 
Street — everything  from  coffee  shops 
and  sushi  restaurants  to  antique  stores  and 
skin-care  spas. 

But  it’s  a  shopping  street  without  a 
clear  identity,  especially  when  compared 
with  24th  Street,  known  affectionately  as 
“Downtown  Noe  Valley.” 

That  may  soon  change.  A  group  of  mer¬ 
chants  has  formed  a  loose-knit  associa¬ 
tion  called  Church  Street  Business.  CSB 
hopes  to  eventually  transform  the  12 
blocks  of  Church  Street  between  24th  and 
30th  into  a  vibrant  shopping  district. 

On  the  group's  wish  list  are  sidewalk 
sales  and  an  evening  stroll  event  that 
would  bring  new  shoppers  to  stores  and 
cafes  along  the  strip.  Church  Street  itself 
would  be  spiffed  up  with  better  overhead 
lighting,  colorful  banners,  newly-planted 
trees,  Halloween  activities  for  kids,  and 
festive  lighting  or  decorations  during  the 
December  holidays. 

“We  sort  of  live  in  the  shadow  of  24th 
Street,”  says  Lynn  Ingham,  an  antique 
store  owner  who  with  art  teacher  Paula 
Benton  got  the  ball  rolling  in  July.  Aprin- 
cipal  goal  of  the  group,  says  Ingham,  is 
to  show  residents  that  “you  don’t  have  to 
leave  the  neighborhood  to  have  a  great 
shopping  experience.” 

Or  a  food  experience,  for  that  matter. 
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Janis  Cooke  Newman’s  novel  on  the  last 
years  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  is  published  by 
MacAdam/Cage. 


kept  petitioning  Congress  for  some  sort 
of  pension.  And  then  she  tried  to  sell 
her  clothes,  which  was  hugely  scan¬ 
dalous.  She  didn’t  act  the  way  the  pub¬ 
lic  expects  a  president’s  widow  to  act, 
in  the  way  the  public  still  expects.  Like 
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Mary’s  Defender:  Janis  Cooke  Newman 
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Summer  Bounty.  A  pleasurable  part  of  living  in  Noe  Valley  can  be  the  tomatoes  you  grow  yourself.  And  there’s  plenty  of  produce  still  to  come  for  many  backyard  and 
planter  box  farmers.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


September 

Specials 


Introductory  Special 
extended  to  4  private 
sessions  at  20%  off 

(First  time  clients  only) 

$224.00 


group  reformer  classes 
and  get  a  free  TheraBand 
$300.00 


20%  off  all  retail  items 


MBmm 


General  Conditioning .  Rehabilitation .  Pre  &  Post  Natal  Private  &  Semi-Privates 
1414  Castro  Street,  Suite  0  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (415)282-8850  www.springpUates.com 


MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

7-‘oo  AM 

-  - _ / 

Beginning/ 

Intermediate 

Beginning/ 

Intermediate 

Open  level 

8:00  AM 

«  « 

8  egmmng 

Beginning/ 

Intermediate 

9:00  AM 

Qhgn  Lgyg] 

Open  Level 

Intermediate/ 

Advanced 

Beginning 

Beginning 

.10:00  AM 

Beginning/ 

Intermediate 

11:00  AM 

Intermediate 

Beginning 

12100  PM 

Power  Lunch 

45  minutes 

Power  Lunch 

45  minutes 

Power  Lunch 

45  minutes 

Power  Lunch 
45  mrnutes 

1:00  PM 

Intermediate 

Intermediate/ 

Advanced 

T.00  PM 

3:00  PM 

Expanded  Fall  Class  Schedule 

4:00  PM 

intermediate/ 

Advanced 

Intermediate/ 

Advanced 

5:00  PM 

Beginning 

Advanced 

Cardio 

Beginning 

Intermediate/ 

Advanced 

6:00  PM 

Intermediate/ 

Advanced 

Intermediate 

Intermediate 

Intermediate 

7.00  PM 

ABSoiute 

Beginner 

ABSoiute 

Beginner 

8:00  m 

•Class  schedule  subject  to  change.  Please  call  for  class  placement. 


A  4  person  maximum  assures  individualized  attention  at  a  group  class  rate. 
See  our  website  for  class  descriptions  and  rates. 
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Meet  Stacey  Bush,  Owner,  Union  Street  Papery: 
Greeting  Cards,  Custom  Gift  Wrapping,  Invitations 

If  you're  looking  for  that  special  greeting  card,  one-of-a-kind 
invitation,  or  personalized  stationery,  Stacey  can  pick  the  perfect 
one  or  help  you  create  your  own.  Offering  the  latest  trends  in 
paper,  giftwrap  and  design,  Stacey  enjoys  a  large  following  in  her 
Cow  Hollow  community.  When  she  decided  to  sell  her  Russian  Hill 
condo  and  purchase  another  in  the  Marina,  Stacey  knew  what  card 
to  pick  for  both  occasions—  a  Zephyr  agent's  business  card. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 


Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 
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CjSoi 

Logo  Winner;  Kenzie  Maloney,  Age  10 

A  sincere  thank  you  to  all  the  up  and  coming  Noe  Valley 
young  artists  who  entered  our  contest.  It  was  an  extremely 
tough  decision  to  choose  the  winning  drawing. 

All  the  drawings  were  fantastic! 


24th  street 

between  Sanchez  &  Church 

s  eLtxarcia>y 
October*  SI 

1 0  sum  to  5  pm 


Join  us  for  the 


A 


MAJOR  SPONSORS 

Sterling  Bank  &  Trust 
Hill  &  Co.  Real  Estate 
Zephyr  Real  Estate 
B.  J.  Droubi  &  Co.  Realty 
Walgreens  Drug  Store 
Wells  Fargo  Bank 

PLATINUM 

Artery  Art  Studio 
Betty  Taisch,  Top  Producer, 
Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate 

GOLD 

Bank  of  America, 
Noe  Valley  Banking  Center 
Kathy  White  &  Sonia  Go'mez, 
Barbagelata  Realtors 
Eye  Level  Optometry 


SILVER 

Bats  Improv 
Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers 
Noe  Valley  Video 
Norine  and  Shawn  Maloney 
Noe  Valley  Salon 
Peekabootique 
Small  Frys 
The  Tax  Managers 


Volunteers  Needed! 

norine@nvharvestfestivaI.com 

Artists  &  Craftsmen  Wanted! 

forbeadn@pacbell.net 

Sponsorship: 

cyenne@sbcglobal.net  or  rambooks@pacbell.net 

More  Information: 

http://www.nvharvestfestival.com 

Presented  by: 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

The  Noe  Valley  Merchants  &  Professional  Association 
Noe  Valley  Association - 
A  Community  Benefits  District  (CBD) 

Design:  Mary  Teahan-Duffy,  (j/oic/tr  Cynj^/ucs 


On  Lok’s  30th  Street  Senior  Services 
Cordially  invites  you  to 


KEYNOTE  ADDRESS  BY  DR.  GENE  COHEN 
EXPERT  ON  AGING  AND  CREATIVITY 


A  FUNDRAISER  TO  SUPPORT  30th  STREET’S  HEALTH  AND 
WELLNESS  PROGRAMS,  NUTRITIOUS  MEALS,  EDUCATIONAL 
AND  FITNESS  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  OVER  4,300  OF 
San  Francisco’s  seniors. 


Thursday,  October  5,  2006 

1 1 :30  Am  to  1 :30  pm 
at  The  City  Club  -  155  Sansome  Street 

Tickets  $75,  call  (415)  292-8732 


We  Provide  The  Best  Personalized  Service 
For  The  Noe  Valley  Community! 


1537-39  Sanchez  Street 
$1,575,000 

This  lovely  Noe  Valley  duplex  was  recently  sold 
by  the  team  of  K.J.  Kohlmyer  and  Jason  Garrison. 

Contact  us  today  for  your  FREE  Market  Analysis. 
A  Winning  Team  That  Will  Work  For  You! 

K.J.  Kohlmyer  Jason  Garrison 

REALTOR®  REALTOR® 

(41 5)  672-1 354  (415)  57-1 .3608 

kohlmyer@garrisonrealty.net  jgarrison@garrisonrealty.net 


Garrison  Realty 

Investments 


www.garrisonrealty.net 
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Re-Elect 

Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 

improving  Noe  Valley  Block  by  Block 


Keeping  the  Noe 
Library  Renovation 
on  Track 

Noe  Valley’s  Sally  Brunn  Branch  Li¬ 
brary,  a  historic  Andrew  Carnegie 
building,  requires  seismic  and  access 
renovation.  I  have  worked  closely  with 
Noe  Valley  community  leaders  to  keep 
this  project  on  track  and  fully  funded. 
Cost  increases  twice  threatened  to 
stall  the  project 
or  curtail  its 
scope. 

Both  times  I  se¬ 
cured  needed 
funding  from  the 
Library  Commis¬ 
sion;  work  on  this 
two-year  $5.7 
million  construc¬ 
tion  project 
began  in  March 

2006.  Campaign 


our  Guardian  Angel 
for  the  Noe  Valley 
Library." 

-Kim  Drew* 

Co-Chair, 

Noe  Valley  Library 


" Bevan  has  shown 
tremendous  dedication 
to  the  needs  of  the  Noe 
Valley  community. 
Bevan  listens  and  he 
gets  things  done.” 

-Debra  Niemann* 

Former  President, 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley 


Creating  the  Noe  Valley  Community  Benefits  District 

I  established  the  Noe  Valley  Community  Benefits  District  (CBD)  in  July  2005  in 
a  team  effort  with  Carol  Yenne  of  24th  Street  Merchants  and  Debra  Niemann, 
then  President  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley. 

Noe  Valley’s  commercial  property  owners  voted  to  assess  themselves  for  ad¬ 
ditional  cleaning,  greening  and  policing  patrols. 

Since  January  2006,  regular  crews  staffed  by  MJM  Management  pick  up  litter, 
remove  graffiti,  steam  clean  sidewalks  and  maintain  trees.  24th  Street  has 
never  looked  better. 

Allowing  New  Restaurants  on  24th  Street 

Over  15  years  ago  a  zoning  restriction  was  enacted  prohibiting  new  restaurants 
on  24th  Street. 

Working  with  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  we  conducted  community  meetings  and 
surveys  and  determined  that  neighbors  wanted  to  modify  the  restriction.  I 
authored  a  zoning  amendment  that  allows  up  to  3  new  restaurants  on  24th 
street  over  the  next  5  years. 

At  Last:  Renovating  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center 

Upper  Noe  Valley  Rec  Center  is  slated  for  a  much  needed  $6.6  million  face  lift 
starting  this  Fall. 

It  is  scheduled  to  take  16  months.  I  am  establishing  a  neighborhood  committee 
that  will  work  with  me  to  monitor  all  phases  of  this  project  to  keep  it  on  track. 


Designing  a  New  Children's  Play  Area  for  Noe  Courts 

In  Winter  2005,  Laura  Norman,  llene  Osherow,  and  Eden  Halbert,  all  parents  of  small  children,  invited  me 
to  see  the  poor  conditions  at  the  Noe  Courts  Children’s/Tots  Play  area.  The  area  is  both  unsafe  and  unex¬ 
citing  in  terms  of  the  play  equipment. 


As  with  all  branch  library  renovations, 
neighborhood  fundraising  campaigns 
are  needed  to  purchase  furnishings 
and  fixtures.  Now  is  the  perfect  time 
to  make  your  pledge.  E-mail  noeval- 
leylibrarycampaign@yahoo.com 


“I  had  some  doubts  about  Bevan  at 


Initially  the  prospects  for  re-doing  the  area  were  limited  since  Noe  Courts 
was  not  part  of  Recreation  and  Park’s  10-year  capital  program.  However, 
the  outpouring  of  neighbor  interest  helped  me  persuade  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  to  include  $175,000  in  capital  funds  to  jump-start  design  of 
a  new  children’s  play  area.  I  secured  the  additional  $225,000  funds  are 
needed  so  we  can  begin  construction  in  early  2007  for  completion  next 
summer. 

23rd  and  Castro 

Despite  repeated  requests,  DPT  had  rejected  making  this  intersection 
a  4-way  stop.  I  sponsored  the  resolution  and  it  was  installed  last  year. 
Perhaps  no  stop  sign  in  District  8  has  elicited  the  acclaim  I’ve  heard  for 
the  4-way  stop  sign  at  23rd  and  Castro. 


J-Church  Screeching  Tracks 

Working  with  Vicki  Rosen,  President  of  Upper  Noe  Neighbors,  we  fixed  track  maintenance  problems  with 
MUNI.  When  the  tracks  are  not  frequently  washed  and  lubricated,  they  screech.  We  had  several  field  trips  with 
MUNI  managers  and  this  helped  to  keep  the  problem  under  control. 


first,  but  he  has  turned  out  to  be  a  true 
advocate  for  our  neighborhood." 

-Vicki  Rosen* 

President  of  Upper  Noe  Neighbors 


Creating  More  Parking  Spaces! 

To  offer  some  parking  relief,  I  worked  to  establish  diagonal  parking  on  Castro  between  25th  and  Jersey.  This 
netted  8  new  parking  spaces  in  a  bustling  area  of  shops  and  restaurants.  Carol  Yenne  was  the  "GeneraTthat 
marshaled  needed  support. 


Please  visit  bevandufty.com  and  sign-up  to: 

Put  up  a  house  sign  (Bevan  does  not  post  signs  on  street  poles)  •  Make  a  contribution  (Bevan  has  a  voluntary  limit  of 
$100)  •  Host  a  house  party  (we  will  help  you  invite  friends  and  neighbors  and  there  is  no  requirement  for  fundraising, 
just  meeting  District  8  voters)  •  Volunteer  in  our  HO.  We  are  returning  to  our  storefront  at  2344  Market  Street  between 
Castro  and  Noe.  (We  especially  need  help  with  database  and  computer  work)  •  Work  a  Saturday  or  Sunday  at  one  of  our 
Voter  Registration/Re-Elect  Bevan  tables  •  Provide  a  donation  or  loan  of  office  equipment,  computers,  etc. 

To  volunteer,  contact  Alex  Randolph  at  415.621.VOTE  or 
E-mail  volunteer@bevandufty.com. 


*  Organizational  affiliations  for  identification  purposes  only. 
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Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


AWARD  WINNING  DOUGLASS  SIKttl  KtsiutNce 


Stop  by  and 
see  the  exciting 
future  of  cabinetry... 


—■» — i 


Design  Solutions  Launches 

The  Naturals 


The  Environmentally  Friendly  Cabinet  Line 

The  Naturals  Collection  cabinet  line 
comes  from  well-managed  forests, 
independently  certified  by  SmartWood  in 
accordance  with  rules  of  the  Forest 
Stewardship  Council.  The  Naturals  Collections, 
the  environmentally  sound  choice. 


;  RENOVATIONS  J!  INTER! 

.  .  HH| '  | 


PUSIGU  SOLUTIONS 


4291  24th  Street 
Sari  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 4 
Phone:  41S.648.6561 
Fax:  415.643.8572 


Ct#766125 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 


MB 


s  ■  & 


Free  Speech  and 
Language  Screenings 

for  Children  Ages  3.0  thru  6.11 

Saturday,  September  30, 2006 

10:00  AM -4:00  PM 

GRAND  OPENING 

communicate. 

speech  language  therapy 

1 104  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco 


JBv 
iM  | 


RSVP,  greatly  appreciated 
Walk-Ins  Welcome 

ph.  415-920-9984 
jk@communicate-slp.com 
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Potrero  Hill  $989,000 


Elegant  Three-Bedroom  Potrero  Hill  Home 

Disguised  as  a  cozy  Mediterranean  cottage  from  the  outside,  inside  is  a  spacious,  beautifully  remodeled  home  designed  for  entertaining.  Peaceful, 
quiet,  airy  and  light,  this  house  is  a  graceful  meld  of  contemporary  minimal  and  authentic  housecraft.  Burnished  oak  floors  with  parquet  borders,  and 
substantial  woodwork  and  moldings  throughout,  dignify  the  clean,  minimalist  lines  of  the  thoughtful  remodel. 

While  the  living  room  looks  out  onto  a  serene  park  and  views  of  the  Bay,  a  stroll  through  French  doors  from  the  master  bedroom  takes  you  to  a  Zen  rock 
garden  in  a  beautiful,  private  backyard  with  a  large  deck,  a  bricked  gazebo  and  some  of  the  best  weather  in  San  Francisco.  Practical  offerings  are  easy 
access  to  all  freeways,  a  neighborhood  of  quaint,  owner-operated  businesses,  a  gourmet’s  kitchen  and  a  full,  attached  garage  with  a  storeroom. 

Meredith  Martin  41 5.31 2.1 61 6 


Liberty  Hill  $1 ,975,000 

Beautiful  Spanish  Mediterranean  3BFI/3BA  w/amazing 
city  &  South  Bay  vews.  FDR,  sunny  kitchen,  gracious 
living  room  w/fireplace,  media  room,  sun  room,  office, 
family  room,  &  2-car  parking.  JoeAndRafael.com 

Joe  Marko  /  Rafael  Acevedo  415.738.7076 


Eureka  Valley  $1 ,550,000 

Spacious  &  stylish  3BR/2BA  home  just  blocks  from  the 
Castro  &  Noe  Valley.  Features  a  sun-drenched  chefs 
kitchen,  formal  living  room,  dining  room,  2-car  garage 
&  terraced  garden.  Visit  www.41 33-20thSt.com 
K.  Hansen  /  J.  Haywood  415.738.7239  /  701 .2625 


Noe  Valley  $1 ,450,000 

Contemporary,  open,  remodeled  3BR/2BA  home 
w/sweeping  City  &  Bay  views,  chef’s  kitchen,  open 
living/dining  area,  family/sitting  room,  bonus  room, 
view  deck  &  rear  yard,  and  2-car  garage. 

Jeffrey  Osteen  41 5.701 .2602 


Noe  Valley  $1 ,378,000 

Handsome  2-unit  1920's  building.  Each  unit  features 
2BR/1  BA  &  FDR.  Coved  ceilings,  hardwood  floors, 
bay  windows  &  picture  molding.  Two  individual 
garages.  Units  also  sold  as  TIC  interests. 

Brendon  DeSimone  415.738.7226 


Noe  Valley  $1 ,275,000 

Lovingly  restored  3BR2BA  Victorian  near  24th  St.  FDR 
w/box-beam  ceiling,  remodeled  kitchen/baths, 
refinished  wood  floors,  newer  double-paned  windows, 
vintage  details,  updated  systems  &  1  -car  garage. 

Kevin  McLeod/Ric  Roc  415.701 .2632/2642 


Dolores  Heights  $749,000 

Sweet  cottage  nestled  into  the  hillside  on  a  desirable 
street.  Views  to  the  East  &  South,  potential  down¬ 
town  views  if  expanded.  Ready  for  move  into,  plus 
expansion/improvement  potential.  Near  24th  St. 

Pat  Carapiet  415.738.7218 


J 


Levi  Plaza 

415.738.7000 


paragon-re.com 


Civic  Center 

415.565.0500 
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Drivers,  Please  Do  Not  Pass’ 

Editor: 

I  really  appreciate  reading  the  Voice 
month  after  month,  but  I  do  have  a  com¬ 
plaint  that  concerns  Noe  Valley. 

As  you  know,  Noe  Valleyans  are  great 
people... and  they  are  doing  their  best  to 
be  good  citizens,  including  taking  Muni 
to  work  or  on  other  outings. 

Unfortunately,  every  week  1  see  more 
and  more  idiots  who  sneak,  cheat,  and  put 
people  in  danger.  I’m  referring  to  the 
drivers  who  knowingly  and  aggressively 
pass  the  J-Church  streetcar  while  it  is 
stopped  at  a  bus  stop.  Drivers  assume  no¬ 
body  will  leave  the  streetcar  or  step  out 
into  the  crosswalk,  and  they  pass  without 
a  second  thought.  I’ve  noticed  this  at  both 
the  Clipper  Street  and  27th  Street  stops. 

There  are  “Do  Not  Pass”  signs,  but  no¬ 
body  enforces  them. 

The  Muni,  the  police,  and  DPT  should 
do  something  soon — before  we  read  a 
horror  story  in  the  Voice,  and  before  my 
own  kids  refuse  to  take  Muni  out  of  fear. 

Here  are  my  suggestions: 

•  Put  the  “Do  Not  Pass”  signs  mid¬ 
block — about  where  the  end  of  a  street¬ 
car  is  while  it’s  stopped  at  a  bus  stop — so 
when  a  car  is  right  behind  the  streetcar, 
the  sign  is  right  there. 

•  Paint  “Do  Not  Pass”  or  some  other 
sign  on  the  pavement,  the  same  way  a 
painted  “STOP”  and  a  white  line  remind 
us  of  a  stop  sign. 

•  Freshen  up  the  yellow  Muni  stop 
signs  on  the  posts,  poles,  and  curbs. 

•  And  if  it’s  not  too  much  to  ask,  let  us 
have  some  on-off  enforcement  of  the  law. 

Thanks  for  reading  me. 

S.S. 

Clipper  Street 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 

1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
www.noevalleyvoice.cont 
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Distribution:  Call  Misha  at  415-752-1726 
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Call  Steve  at  415-239-1114 
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There’s  No  Way  Around  It:  It’s  illegal  to 
pass  the  J-Church  streetcar.  Letter-writer 
S.S.  reminds  us  that  drivers  are  in  flagrant 
violation  of  this  law.  Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


Noe  Valley — Exclusive 
Playground  of  the  Wealthy? 

Editor: 

I’m  writing  concerning  an  article  on  re¬ 
cent  rents  and  homes  sales  in  Noe  Valley 
in  the  July-August  2006  issue.  The  arti¬ 
cle  seems  to  have  been  written  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  almost  be  proud  of  the  fact 
that  in  May  2006,  of  13  homes  sold,  all 
but  one  sold  for  $1  million  plus! 

Meanwhile,  the  Noe  Valley  Rents  chart 
showed  that  rental  rates  for  a  one-bed¬ 
room  apartment  ranged  as  high  as  $3,000 
a  month  ($36,000  a  year!),  and  the  aver¬ 
age  was  over  $1,800  a  month.  A  lot  of 
folks  don’t  even  earn  $1,800  a  month, 
much  less  $3,000.  And  rents  are  increas¬ 
ing  year  to  year. 

It  seems  to  me  Noe  Valley  and  this  city 
of  ours  has  some  soul-searching  and  re¬ 
flecting  to  do  on  what  kind  of  place  we 
want  this  to  be,  an  exclusive  playground 
of  the  wealthy  or  a  place  where  low-in¬ 
come  service  workers,  public  school 
teachers,  janitors,  taxi  cab  drivers,  and  a 
whole  host  of  other  workers — and  senior 
citizens  and  disabled  folks  on  fixed  in¬ 
comes — can  also  afford  to  live.  So  many 
lower-income  individuals  and  families 
are  forced  to  move  out  of  San  Francisco 
because  they  are  increasingly  being 
priced  out  of  house  and  home  here. 

Coming  from  the  Midwest,  I  think  such 
housing  prices  are  outrageous  and  irra¬ 
tional,  not  to  mention  exclusive  and  in¬ 
hospitable  to  so  many  who  cannot  afford 
them.  We  can,  and  have,  forced  our  less 
fortunate  citizens,  including  our  seniors 
and  service  veterans,  to  live  either  in 
wretched  single-room-occupancy  hotels 
or  on  the  streets,  but  I  thought  our  town 
was  so  progressive  and  enlightened! 

Does  Noe  Valley  intend  to  serve  only 
the  upper-middle  and  upper  classes?  Let 
us  think  about  all  of  this  and  look  honestly 
at  ourselves  in  the  mirror  and  get  serious 
about  who  we  are,  what  we  are  becom¬ 


ing,  and  who  we  want  to  be  as  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  community.  Who  are  we  ex¬ 
cluding  and  why?  Shall  we  be  exclusive, 
or  inclusive  of  a  wide  range  of  vibrant  di¬ 
versity?  If  the  former,  we’re  doing  a  great 
job  of  it  through  housing  pricing.  If  the 
latter,  we  need  to  provide  housing  at  con¬ 
siderably  below  $1  million  plus! 

Rebecca  Freund 
Arlington  Street 

A  Well-Read  Place:  West  Portal 
Books 

Editor: 

In  the  Rumors  Behind  the  News  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  July- August  2006  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  a  statement  made  by  Noe  Valley 
resident  Neal  Sofman — the  former  owner 
of  A  Clean  Well-Lighted  Place  for 
Books — caught  my  eye.  In  explaining 
why  he  and  his  wife  Anna  Bullard  re¬ 
cently  opened  a  bookstore  in  West  Portal, 
Sofman  stated,  “One  of  the  mothers  in  our 
child’s  preschool  told  me  there  was  no 
bookstore  in  the  West  Portal  shopping 
district  and  that  the  neighborhood  really 
needed  one....” 

Having  owned  and  operated,  in  part¬ 
nership  with  my  wife  Diane,  West  Portal 
Books  (a  used  bookstore,  yes,  but  a  book¬ 
store  nevertheless)  for  almost  15  years,  I 
can’t  help  but  wonder  about  the  veracity 
of  Sofman’s  story.  Also,  West  Portal  has 
a  Waldenbooks,  which  has  been  there 
longer  than  we  have. 

I  write  this  because  Sofman  claims  that 
he  closed  ACWLPB  and  opened  his 
Bookshop  West  Portal  for  “reasons  [that] 
are  many  and  complex,  [but]  the  simple 
answer  is  that  the  book-buying  market 
has  moved  on,  either  geographically  or 
culturally,”  yet  local  independent  chain 
Books  Inc.  has  been  quick  to  take  over  the 
spot  ACWLPB  vacated  and  will  have  a 
similar  store  to  Sofman’s,  in  the  same  lo¬ 
cation,  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  “rumor  behind  the  news”  that  we’ve 
heard  at  our  place  is  that  Sofman  simply 
may  have  gotten  tired  of  ACWLPB 's  de¬ 
clining  sales,  parking  woes,  and  the  fi¬ 
nancial  burden  of  paying  a  living  wage 
and  benefits  for  30  employees. 

Does  it  sound  like  I  have  sour  grapes? 
You  would  too  if  someone  started  a  new 
local  newspaper  called  the  Voice  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  and  you  had  to  field  calls  from  every¬ 
one  from  bill  collectors  to  potential  cus¬ 
tomers  because  your  competition  used  an 
almost  identical  name. 

Be  sure  to  let  your  readers  know  that 
when  visiting  the  West  Portal  shopping 
district,  either  by  car  or  the  48  bus,  we  of¬ 
fer  a  fine  selection  of  secondhand  recy¬ 
cled  books  at  popular  prices!  Thanks  for 
the  opportunity  to  clarify  the  situation. 

Jeffrey  A.  Goodman,  co-owner 
West  Portal  Books 
1 1 1  West  Portal  Avenue 
www.westportalbooks.com 
www.bookshoponwestportal.com 
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Library  Campaign  Correction 

Editor: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  story  you 
ran  in  the  July/August  issue  about  the  Noe 
Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  Campaign.  It 
is  remarkable  how  much  interest  in  the 
campaign  that  story  generated — I’ve 
been  getting  numerous  e-mails  from 
neighborhood  residents  interested  in  buy¬ 
ing  a  brick,  making  a  donation,  or  volun¬ 
teering  their  time  to  the  effort. 

There  is  one  point  that  I  want  to  cor¬ 
rect,  however.  Our  booth  is  at  the  Farm¬ 
ers’  Market  on  only  the  FIRST  Saturday 
of  each  month — not  every  Saturday. 

Thanks  again  for  publicizing  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

Kim  Drew 

Chair,  Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 
kkdrew@yahoo.com 


Time  to  Ban  Heavy  Trucks  on 
Jersey  Street 

Dear  Residents  of  Noe  Valley: 

Is  anyone  else  tired  of  the  endless 
stream  of  delivery  trucks  and  Google 
shuttles  bustling  down  our  residential 
streets?  In  Noe  Valley,  Jersey  Street  is  just 
one  of  the  residential  streets  that  is 
jammed  with  large  delivery  trucks  and 
commuter  vans  causing  noise  violations 
and  unsafe  conditions.  I  recently  wit¬ 
nessed  a  gas  trolley  full  of  noisy  tourists 
traveling  down  Jersey  Street  after  9  p.m. 
Enough  is  enough. 

It  is  time  for  us  to  say  no  to  delivery 
trucks  and  18-wheelers;  we  do  not  have 
to  endure  this  noise  pollution. 

The  San  Francisco  Traffic  Code  (Arti¬ 
cle  3,  Section  28.1)  states  that  vehicles 
exceeding  a  maximum  gross  weight  of 
three  tons  may  be  prohibited  from  com¬ 
ing  down  certain  residential  streets. 

Many  streets  in  our  area,  such  as  Chat¬ 
tanooga  Street  and  Fair  Oaks  Street,  are 
already  on  the  prohibited  list.  So  the  ques¬ 
tion  is,  what  needs  to  be  done  to  add  Jer¬ 
sey  Street  (and  your  residential  street)  to 
the  list  of  prohibited  roads? 

After  much  research,  voicemails,  e- 
mails,  and  dead-ends,  I  am  still  looking 
for  a  clear  way  to  take  action.  If  you  have 
some  insight  on  this  matter,  please  con¬ 
tact  quietstreets@gmail.com. 

Meanwhile,  if  you  too  are  sick  of  wear¬ 
ing  earplugs  at  night  and  support  this 
cause,  please  e-mail,  write,  or  fax  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Parking  and  Traffic.  E-mail 
DPT.Website@sfgov.org;  phone  Bryant 
Woo,  415-701-4569,  or  Kathleen  Swin¬ 
dler,  415-701-4580;  or  write  or  fax: 

Bond  M.  Yee,  Executive  Director 
Municipal  Transportation  Agency 
Department  of  Parking  &  Traffic 
1  So.  Van  Ness  Avenue,  7th  Floor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
Fax:415-701-4735 


Note:  The  DPT  also  has  traffic  calm¬ 
ing  projects  designed  to  reduce  conges¬ 
tion  on  neighborhood  streets.  Go  to 
www.ci.sf.ca.us/siteldpt_index.asp  and 
search  for  the  words  “traffic  calming.” 

Amalia  Gonzalez 
Jersey  Street 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters  to 
the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  Or  e-mail  editor@noevalley 
VOice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number.  (Anony¬ 
mous  letters  will  not  be  considered  for 
publication.)  Be  aware  that  letters  may 
be  edited  for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
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22nd  &  Guerrero 
Has  a  New  Vibe 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 
security  cameras. 

Owners  Forest  Swartout  and  Brent 
Large  opened  the  gallery  in  July.  They 
hope  to  make  reasonably-priced  contem¬ 
porary  art  more  accessible  to  city  resi¬ 
dents  while  giving  local  artists  an  ap¬ 
pealing  venue  for  showing  their  work. 
“You  don’t  need  to  whisper  in  here,”  says 
Large,  noting  that  the  gallery’s  aim  is  to 
avoid  the  stuffy  attitude  often  associated 
with  major  art  galleries. 

Swartout  and  Large  also  want  to  en¬ 
courage  emerging  artists  to  stick  around 
the  area  and  remain  part  of  the  arts  scene. 

“The  Bay  Area  has  a  lot  of  great  artists, 
but  they  like  to  leave  all  the  time,” 
laments  Large. 

This  month,  the  gallery  features  work 
by  Haden  Nicholl.  A  new  solo  exhibition 
appears  each  month. 

While  new  businesses  have  been  tak¬ 


ing  root,  veterans  like  the  Tao  Cafe  have 
been  expanding  their  offerings.  After  op¬ 
erating  her  Vietnamese  restaurant  at  the 
comer  of  22nd  and  Guerrero  alone  for 
several  years,  owner  Thuy  Nguyen  has 
brought  on  new  partner  Trang  Luu. 

The  new  arrangement  has  made  a 
world  of  difference  for  Nguyen,  a  busy 
mother  of  two  who  spent  four  years  jug¬ 
gling  family  life  with  the  demands  of  run¬ 
ning  a  restaurant  and  serving  as  its  head 
chef. 

“It’s  like  I  had  a  small  blanket  put  over 
my  head  and  it  exposed  my  toes.  Now  this 
blanket  is  bigger,”  Nguyen  says. 

Now  that  she  has  help  in  the  kitchen, 
Nguyen  can  actually  stay  home  and  watch 
a  movie  with  her  kids  one  night  a  week. 

For  Tao  Cafe  patrons,  the  partnership 
means  new  dishes  such  as  Luu’s  savory 
garlic  noodles.  Diners  will  also  notice  an 
announcement  about  cooking  classes  at 
the  top  of  Tao’s  menu.  Nguyen,  who 
owned  a  restaurant  in  Paris  before  com¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States  six  years  ago,  will 
teach  you  anything  from  cooking  basics 
to  weekly  menu  preparation,  plus  the 


A  Morrocan,  French,  and  sushi  restaurant  now  populate  Noe’s  eastern  enclave  at  22nd  and 
Guerrero  streets.  They  join  the  Liberties  Irish  pub  and  Cafe  Que  Tal.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 
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Renewing  your  Wood  Cabinets  &  Floors 
has  never  been  so  easy. 


We  offer  an  alternative  to  traditional 
hardwood  refinishing 

no  dust  •  no  mess  •  no  odors 


FLOORS  •  CABINETS  •  DOORS  &  TRIMS 
WOODWORK  OF  ALL  KINDS 


This  N-Hance  Revolutionary  Process  Renews  Wood... 
without  the  hassle,  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost, 
in  just  24  hours.  100%  Customer  Satisfaction! 


Call  415.294.7795  for  a  FREE,  no-obligation  estimate. 
Mention  this  ad,  and  receive  15%  off  of  your  estimate. 


The  city  is  our  gym! 

Come  work  out  in  the  fresh  morning  air 
and  enjoy  personal  attention  at  group  rates. 

Meet  us  at  the  stairs  on  Dolores  at  19th. 

Sessions  start  at  6  am  &  7  am  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 
Monthly  $125.00  Drop-in  $15.00 

Greg  Bianchi,  MSS 
Certified  Personal  Trainer 
(415) 218-7045 
bianchifit@gmail.com 


Brent  Large  (left)  and  Forrest  Swartout  opened  their  Little  Tree  Gallery  at  3412  22nd  Street 
in  July.  The  space  is  flooded  with  light  to  best  showcase  local  artists’  work.  ""We  also  want 
everyone  to  feel  comfortable  checking  out  the  artwork,"  Swartout  says.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


how-to’s  of  choosing  the  right  cuts  of 
meat  at  the  butcher  shop  and  making 
healthy  desserts  for  kids. 

Across  the  street  on  the  other  side  of 
Guerrero,  Moroccan  restaurant  Zagora, 
which  opened  last  December,  has  new 
management  at  the  helm.  Next  door,  Kiji 
Sushi  Bar  &  Cuisine,  which  opened  last 
October,  continues  to  draw  diners  with  its 
classic  rolls,  fusion  entrees,  and  selection 
of  over  30  sake  varieties.  Blush  Nail  Spa, 
which  also  opened  late  last  year,  has 
carved  out  a  niche  in  the  area  by  offering 
reasonably  priced  manicures,  pedicures, 
and  waxing  with  add-on  options  like 
those  found  at  posh  downtown  spas,  in¬ 
cluding  lavender  foot  soaks,  mango- 
scented  lotion,  and  sea  mud  masks  for 
legs  and  feet. 

Not  every  business  at  22nd  and  Guer¬ 
rero  is  new.  You  can  still  enjoy  a  pint  at 
the  Liberties  pub,  which  now  sports  a  Tots 
on  Tuesdays  children’s  menu.  You  also 
can  sip  martinis  at  the  Lone  Palm,  surf  the 
web  on  your  laptop  while  downing  strong 
java  at  the  Que  Tal  coffeehouse,  keep 
your  mop  in  shape  at  Shear  Delight  or  Vic¬ 
tor’s  Hair  Salon,  and,  last  but  not  least, 
view  what  is  purported  to  be  the  world’s 
largest  rubberband  ball  at  Pride  Superette, 
the  convenience  store  on  the  comer. 

To  be  sure,  you'll  find  many  things  at 
this  bustling  little  commercial  enclave  on 


Noe  Valley’s  outskirts.  But  compared  to 
the  always-packed  Valencia  corridor 
nearby  or  the  heavily  trafficked  24th 
Street,  the  intersection  of  22nd  and  Guer¬ 
rero  is  decidedly  mellow. 

La  Provence,  which  opened  in  June 
2005,  is  one  of  the  not-so-new  newcom¬ 
ers  to  this  little  strip  of  Guerrero.  Owner 
Lionel  LaFite,  who  likens  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  “a  little  village,”  enjoys  the  quiet 
easygoing  pace  that  surrounds  his  restau¬ 
rant  at  1001  Guerrero  Street.  The  Green- 
brae  resident  has  noticed  a  marked  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  area  since  the  Green  Cross 
shut  down. 

“That  was  attracting  a  lot  of  so-so  peo¬ 
ple,”  LaFite  says.  “Now  it’s  back  to  the 
people  who  live  here,  a  nice  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  neighborhood  where  you  expect  to 
raise  a  family.” 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  LaFite  shuns 
visitors  who  come  from  the  surrounding 
hills  to  dine  on  his  French  Provencal  cui¬ 
sine.  Arrive  by  cab,  and  he’ll  reimburse 
the  fare  in  restaurant  credit. 

“Just  don’t  come  from  Pacifica,”  he 
laughs.  ■ 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BUILDING 


TRUST  ok  hit 


www.zephyrsf.com 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 

Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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FLORA  GRUBB 

GARDENS 


The  Palm  Broker  and  Guerrero 
Street  Gardens  will  answer 
to  one  name  now — Flora  Grubb 
Gardens.  Yes,  Flora  Grubb 
is  my  name.  Makes  sense  then 
doesn’t  it?  Come  grow  with  us! 


GET  INTO  YOUR  GARDEN! 


NO.  1 

MAY,  2006 


Agave  victoria  regina  is  among  my  favorite  Agaves.  There  is  a  certain 
charm  to  a  plant  that  grows  really  slowly.  Slow  growing  plants  remind  me  that 
some  of  them  most  beautiful  and  important  things  that  happen  in  life  happen 
much  more  slowly  than  human  pace.  -  The  details  of  this  plant  invite  you  to 
slow  down  and  observe.  The  intricate  white  markings,  the  deliciously  symmet¬ 
rical  pattern  of  the  leaves,  the  beautiful  tiny  thorns.  I  love  that  it  unfolds  like  a 
flower  that  takes  twenty  years  to  bloom.  -  All  that,  and  the  Agave  victoria  regina 
is  perfectly  well  suited  to  San  Francisco.  It  will  thrive  in  the  ground  or  in  a  pot, 
it  will  even  grow  happily  in  a  sunny  window.  It  thrives  on  benign  neglect,  not 
requiring  much  in  the  way  of  water  or  fertilizer.  -  Because  they  grow  so  slowly, 
you  don’t  often  see  a  really  mature  Agave  victoria  regina,  but  we  have  a  few  of 
them  in  the  store.  Come  on  by  and  spend  some  time  with  them. 


the 

Palm  Broker 


+  . Quetteto  Sheet 

^GARDENS 


FLORA  GRUBB 

GARDENS 


PALM  BROKER 

EXCEPTIONAL  PLANTS 

GARDEN  FURNISHINGS 

GARDEN  DESIGN 
AND  INSTALLATION 


we’re  located  at: 

1074  GUERRERO  STREET 
(BETWEEN  22ND  AND  23RD) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
callus  at:  415  648  2670 
WWW.FLORAGRUBB.COM 


Art  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RTISTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 
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Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


"Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance. 


/r 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1 50 1  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 


INSURANCE 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 


Like  a  good  neighbor. 
State  Farm  is  there.  ® 


CKitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


m 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KiafbMaid  CORIAN' 

Cabinetry 


GRANITE  ZODIAQ" 


415.641.1138 

1360  Church  St.  between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 
Open  6  days  a  week  -  closed  Monday 

www.episodesalon.com 

Getting  Personal  with  your 

hair  is  our  job  A 


cht\soc/e 

Salon  &  Spa 


We  Use 
Vidal  Sassoon 
Techniques 
Specializing  in 
Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning 
and 

Highlights 
&  Lowlights 
NOW  AVAILABLE 
Facials,  Massage 
&  Nails 


Mention  this  Ad 
for  20%  Off  All  Services 
New  Clients  Only 
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Church  Street 
Business  Gets  Rolling 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

Two  new  restaurants  have  recently 
opened  on  outer  Church:  La  Ciccia, 
which  offers  Sardinian  fare,  and  Bistro 
1689,  serving  California-French  cuisine 
(see  Store  Trek,  page  27).  Joey  &  Eddie’s 
Seafood  and  a  diner  called  Toast  are  set 
to  open  soon.  The  new  cafes  will  join 
nearly  a  dozen  eateries  sprinkled  along 
the  Church  Street  corridor. 

Ingham  says  another  reason  the  two 
shopkeepers  decided  to  get  organized  was 
to  meet  their  peers. 

“I  didn’t  know  a  lot  of  my  business 
neighbors,  and  I  wanted  to,”  says  Ingham, 
who  opened  her  shop,  Lynn  Antiques  and 
Beautiful  Things,  on  Church  near  27th 
Street,  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago.  “I  was 
dealing  with  a  lot  of  issues,  street  clean¬ 
ing  and  lighting,  and  I  figured  others 
were  as  well.” 

She  and  Benton,  who  founded  Artery 
studio  at  Church  and  25th  in  2004,  de¬ 
cided  the  best  way  to  test  the  waters  was 
to  hold  a  meet-and-greet  cocktail  party  at 
the  popular  Incanto  restaurant,  a  few 
blocks  down  the  street.  They  hand-deliv¬ 
ered  printed  invitations  to  86  businesses 
on  Church  Street,  and  also  invited  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  residents  group  Upper  Noe 
Neighbors.  Approximately  50  people  at¬ 
tended  the  event,  held  on  July  17. 

“We  were  met  with  a  lot  of  enthusi¬ 
asm,”  says  Ingham. 

Benton  agrees  the  turnout  was  impres¬ 
sive.  “There,  were  people  there  who  are 


just  now  putting  the  finishing  touches  on 
new  stores,  and  people  who  have  run 
businesses  on  Church  for  [decades],”  she 
says.  “We  asked  people  if  they  had  the  de¬ 
sire  to  meet  on  a  regular  basis  to  work  on 
some  common  goals  and  community 
good  deeds.  Overwhelmingly,  the  answer 
was  yes!” 

Benton  says  the  group  is  still  defining 


its  mission,  but  members  have  already 
volunteered  to  start  work  on  some  fall  fes¬ 
tivities  and  to  develop  an  emergency 
phone  tree,  an  area  map  and  directory.and 
perhaps  even  new-neighbor  welcome 
baskets.  They  also  have  made  contact 
with  the  leaders  of  the  Noe  Valley  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Professionals  Association, 
their  counterparts  on  24th  Street. 


To  keep  the  energy  flowing,  they  plan 
to  meet  every  two  months,  on  the  third 
Monday.  The  next  gathering  is  Monday, 
Sept.  18,  6:30  p.m.,  in  the  outdoor  patio 
at  Fattoush  Restaurant,  1361  Church 
Street. 

For  the  inside  business  on  Church 
Street  Business,  e-mail  Paula  Benton  at 
bentonp@sprynet.com.  ■ 


Paula  Benton  (left  to  right),  Lynn  Ingham,  and  Mark  Pastore  toasted  the  formation  of  a  new  group,  Church  Street  Business,  at  a  July  cocktail 
party  at  Incanto  Restaurant  attended  by  close  to  50  other  merchants.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


A  Pair  of  Leaders 
for  24th  Street 
Merchants 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  new  group  Church  Street  Business 
(see  story,  page  1)  is  getting  started 
at  the  same  time  that  the  long-established 
Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association  is  changing  its  leadership. 

On  Sept.  1,  Carol  Yenne,  owner  of 
Small  Frys  clothing  store,  will  hand  over 
the  reins  of  the  association  to  two  Noe 
Valley  business  owners:  Diane  Barrett 
and  Teresa  Gay. 

Barrett  owns  Indigo  V,  a  gift  and  florist 
shop  that  has  been  in  the  neighborhood 
since  1990 — first  on  Castro  Street  and 
now  on  24th  Street.  Gay  is  the  proprietor 
of  Wardrobe  91 1  (formerly  La  Coterie),  a 
style  consultancy  operated  out  of  her 
home  on  26th  Street. 

The  new  co-presidents  share  many  of 
the  same  goals  as  their  predecessor. 


“We’re  really  interested  in  people  who 
come  to  visit  the  city  coming  to  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,”  says  Barrett. 

Barrett  would  like  visitors  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  think  of  Noe  Valley  as  a  tourist 
destination  that  is  just  a  few  blocks  over 
the  hill  from  the  Castro.  “We  see  it  as  an 
opportunity  for  people  to  enjoy  our  neigh¬ 
borhood  as  well.” 

The  association  will  also  continue  to 
support  its  members — “as  usual,  we  are 
interested  in  promoting  businesses,”  Bar¬ 
rett  says — as  well  as  neighborhood  resi¬ 
dents,  with  special  sales  and  events  such 
as  the  annual  Hayride  (on  Oct.  2 1 )  and  the 
Noel  Stroll  in  December. 

She  will  co-chair  her  first  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  27,  when  the  group 
convenes  at  9  a.m.  at  the  Bank  of  Amer¬ 
ica  branch  at  24th  and  Castro. 

Meanwhile,  Carol  Yenne,  who  served 
a  three-year  term  as  president,  which  is 
longer  than  most,  says,  “I  had  a  lot  of  fun” 
in  the  job. 

In  her  last  newsletter,  written  in  Au¬ 
gust,  Yenne  listed  a  number  of  accom¬ 


Martial  Arts 
For  Health 

Now  in  your 
neighborhood ! 

Tai  Ji,  Wu  Shu,  Ba  Gua,  San  Shou 

Train  for  health  or  competition  with  America's  best 
Sifu  Zhang  Hong  Mei  and  Phillip  Wong. 

Adults  and  Youth  classes  for  all  levels  now  open  for  enrollment. 

PACIFIC  WUSHU,  SF  School  797  San  Jose  Ave/30thSt,  SF  94110 

Tel:  (41 5)  841 .8848  www.pacificwushu.com 


plishments  the  association  had  achieved 
over  the  past  few  years:  “modifying  the 
restaurant  zoning  for  24th  Street,  creating 
new  parking,  creating  a  higher  profile  for 
the  neighborhood  through  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau 
and  Where  magazine,  creation  of  the  first 
Noe  Valley  Guide  with  Rugged  Elegance , 
hosting  parties  and  events  to  honor  and 
celebrate  small  businesses,  to  network 
and  to  have  fun. 

“We  also  worked  together  with  other 
neighborhood  organizations  to  get  the 
Harvest  Festival  going,  raise  awareness 
of  earthquake  safety,  and  raise  money  for 


the  Noe  Valley  Library,”  Yenne  wrote. 

“Finally  we  helped  to  create  the  Noe 
Valley  Community  Benefit  District, 
which  will  have  a  lasting  positive  effect 
on  the  neighborhood  for  years  to  come.” 

Yenne ’s  parting  words  to  her  fellow 
merchants  were:  “Get  involved,  engage 
yourselves  in  the  process  and  the  organi¬ 
zation.  You  will  find  that  you  get  more  out 
of  it  than  you  give,  and  in  the  process, 
make  new  friends.” 

To  contact  the  new  co-presidents,  e- 
mail  Teresa  Gay  at  teresa@wardrobe 
911.com  or  or  call  Diane  Barrett  at  415- 
647-2116.  ■ 


(Trust  Building  Tip  #72} 

If  a  character  in  your  novel  is  based  on  your  best  friend 
Ryan,  don't  call  the  character  Ryan. 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 

Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 
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Just  For  Fun 


3982  24TH  STREET  -  415.285.4068 
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crane&.co. 

Personal  Design  Services  the  signature  of  fine  stationery 
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Back  to  School  Supplies 
are  HERE! 


www.justforfun.invitotions.com 
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Drawing 


calligraphy 
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IeASELs  &i 
CANVAS 

ACRYLIC,  SWATERCOLOR  40-60% 
i.  OIL  PAINTING  /  off! 

CARTOONING  [£'  u  r 

&A  FAMILY  ART 
STUDIO 

SILK  SCREENING 

www.Qfbokesf.com 


3961  24TH  STREET  -  415.695.0506 

Take  advantage  of  our 
HUGE  Back  to  School  Sale! 

GOLDEN  -  ETUDE  -  SENNELIER  -  GAMBUN 
LIQUITEX  -  WINDSOR  &  NEWTON  -  FABRIANO 

we  carry  all  student  & 

professional  grade  products! 


We’ve  moved . . . 
now  In  Noe  Valley! 


Total 

Skincare 


Experience  the  difference .... 

I  offer  therapeutic  facials;  glycolic,  lactic  and  retinol  peels; 
ultrasonic  exfoliation;  micro  amp  therapy  and  treatments  for 
acne,  Rosacea  and  sensitive  skin.  Experience  quality  products 
using  certified  organic  botanicals  and  the  latest  in  skincare 
technology.  You’ll  notice  the  difference. 


Other  services  available: 

waxing  ^  lash  and  brow  tinting 


gloMinerals  makeup 


andrea  sanchez,  licensed  aesthetician 

3496  22nd  street  @  dolores  |  open  monday  &  thursday-saturday 
call  for  an  appointment  |  415  553  3937 


RECI5TER  NOW 

CUSSES 

AVAIUBLE 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


WWW.RUBY5CLAYSTUDIO.ORG 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


Mission  St. 


Howard  St. 


STILL  the 
BEST  frame  shop 
in  San  Francisco. 

Anniversary 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 

PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 

Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 

”1  Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20  th  St.  Tel:  41 5  826-2321 
SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7 th  St.  Tel:  41 5  558-9901 
www.backtothepicture.com 


1  Gift  certificates  available. 

n  Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule). 
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From  Janis  Cooke  Newman’s  Mary:  A  Novel 

(May  20) 

Mrs.  Mary  Lincoln  admitted  today— from  Chicago — Age  5b — Widow  of  Ex-President  Lincoln — 
declared  insane  by  the  Cook  County  Court  May  19 — 1875. 

— Patient  Progress  Report  from  Bellevue  Place  Sanitarium 

I  read  today  the  account  of  my  attempt  at  suicide.  It  was  printed  in  the  Chicago  Inter 
Ocean — on  the  front  page,  where  appear  all  the  worst  stories  about  me.  This  is  not  to 
say  that  Doctor  Patterson  allows  the  eighteen  female  lunatics  under  his  care  newspa¬ 
pers.  Indeed,  he  believes  all  news  of  the  outside  world  to  be  excessively  agitating. 

It  is  Doctor  Patterson’s  opinion  that  the  tumult  of  late-nineteenth-century  life  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  diseases  of  the  brain.  He  explained  to  me  during  our  first  interview  that  female 
nerves — which  are  smaller  than  those  of  men — are  more  likely  to  be  drained  of  their  vital¬ 
ity  by  the  chaos  of  modem  life. 

“Newspapers  would  only  serve  to  overstimulate  your  already  deranged  mind,"  he  told 
me. 

Our  interview  was  conducted  in  Doctor  Patterson’s  office,  which  is  fitted  up  like  a 
lady’s  boudoir,  with  velvet  chaises  and  a  great  many  needleworked  pillows.  A  decor 
designed  to  make  comfortable  the  doctor’s  patients,  all  of  whom  are  possessed  of  those 
female  nerves. 

“I  do  not  believe  that  my  mind  is  deranged,"  I  said  to  the  doctor.  “Addled  from  too  much 
chloral  hydrate  and  laudanum,  perhaps.  Unsettled  by  the  ten-year  anniversary  of  my  hus¬ 
band's  killing.  But  not  deranged.” 

The  doctor  pulled  at  his  coarsely  curled  hair,  which  he  wears  quite  full  in  the  back,  as  if 
to  give  the  impression  of  a  very  large  brain.  “Your  bladder  is  hysterical,"  he  informed  me. 
“My  bladder,  I  believe,  was  damaged  by  the  birth  of  my  last  son.” 

“You  are  also  possessed  of  an  irritated  spine.” 

“It  is  an  arthritic  condition  which  has  come  upon  me  since  I  passed  fifty." 

“And  you  have  engaged  in  the  religious  excitement  of  seance." 

“As  has  Queen  Victoria  and  fully  one-third  of  the  gentlemen  of  my  husband’s  cabinet.” 

I  had  perhaps  sounded  too  definite  in  defense  of  my  sanity,  for  Doctor  Patterson  raked  at 
his  unruly  beard  with  impatience. 

“How  long  shall  I  have  to  stay  at  Bellevue  Place?”  I  asked,  in  a  tone  more  meek. 

Doctor  Patterson  relaxed  back  in  his  leather  chair,  the  only  masculine  furniture  in  the 
room.  "You  should  not  dwell  too  much  upon  leaving,"  he  told  me. 

“But  seeing  an  end  to  my  time  here  will  make  the  days  more  tolerable.” 

I  watched  the  doctor  handle  the  paperweight  he  kept  upon  his  desk,  a  dragonfly  caught 


The  Spirit  of  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

Jackie  Kennedy:  The  president’s  widow 
should  be  retiring  and  dignified.  She 
should  disappear,  not  marry  Aristotle 
Onassis. 

Mary  was  very  outspoken  and  people 
didn't  want  her  to  be  outspoken.  For 
her,  it  was  a  big  conflict  because  she 
was  raised  to  be  a  Southern  belle  [in 
Lexington.  Ky.],  and  that  was  important 
to  her,  yet  she  was  also  ambitious  and 
smart  and  wanted  to  be  a  president’s 
wife.  Growing  up,  she  heard  a  lot  about 


Writer  Janis  Newman  is  out  and  about  in 
the  neighborhood,  now  that  her  706-page 
novel  about  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  has  been 
shipped  off  to  the  publisher. 

Photo  by  Ken  Newman 

politics  because  politicians  came  to  her 
father’s  house,  but  Mary  knew,  as  a 
lady,  she  was  not  supposed  to  be  ambi¬ 
tious  or  care  about  politics.  So  she 
would  try  to  find  a  way  to  justify  her 
ambition  to  herself.  In  her  mind,  women 
exert  power  over  men  behind  the 
scenes.  But  she  had  terrible  impulse 
control  and  almost  could  not  help  her¬ 
self  in  stepping  into  the  scenes  anyway. 
NVV:  Do  you  think  Mary  was  “mad”? 

It  seems  that  madness  was  equated  with 
passion  back  in  those  days.  Lincoln  also 
seems  wary  of  Mary’s  passion — he’s 
afraid  of  going  mad  himself. 

JCN:  No,  she  was  not  insane.  She  was 
very  highly  strung  and  neurotic.  She 
also  suffered  from  post-traumatic  stress 
disorder  after  Lincoln’s  death,  and  it  got 
worse  at  the  10-year  anniversary  of  Lin¬ 
coln’s  killing.  Her  behavior  points  to  it. 
She  had  trouble  sleeping.  Doctors  pre¬ 
scribed  a  mix  of  laudanum  and  chloral 
hydrate,  and  the  side  effects  can  cause 
hallucinations  and  paranoia. 

As  for  passion  being  equated  to  mad¬ 
ness,  that  is  a  theme  in  the  Victorian 
age — any  strong  passion  is  tied  to 
insanity.  Lincoln  believed  in  logic  and 
rationality,  and  he  did  fear  madness.  In 
the  novel,  he  recounts  to  Mary  the  story 
of  a  young  man  he  knew  who  went 
crazy.  That  was  a  true  story  and  he  was 
really  affected  by  it.  Lincoln  also  suf¬ 
fered  from  melancholy.  And  he  thought 
that  passion  was  irrational.  So,  the  two 
ideas  of  passion  and  madness  really  fell 
together  for  me  as  I  wrote  the  book. 

I  do  believe  that  Lincoln  and  Mary 
really  were  truly  in  love.  They  endured 
a  lot  together,  and  there  are  accounts  of 
their  physical  affection.  She  would 
always  be  touching  him,  holding  his 
hand,  smoothing  his  hair.  In  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  House,  they  had  separate  bed¬ 
rooms,  but  if  someone  needed  to  find 
him,  often  they  would  find  him  with  her 
in  her  bed.  And  she  spoke  of  it  all  the 
time,  how  much  she  loved  him. 

NVV:  What  do  you  think  of  their  oldest 


son,  Robert  Lincoln? 

JCN:  It’s  funny.  My  copy  editor  said  to 
me  once,  “That  Robert  Lincoln — what  a 
beast!”  He  is  a  fabulous  villain  to  have 
in  a  book.  But  he  did  have  a  really  diffi¬ 
cult  childhood  and  life.  He  was  hand¬ 
some  except  for  having  one  crossed  eye. 
His  father,  trying  to  make  a  name  for 
himself  in  the  political  arena,  wasn’t 
around  much  during  Robert’s  youth, 
and  being  the  son  of  one  of  the  greatest 
American  presidents  didn’t  help  either. 
He  was  also  a  very  conventional  person, 
and  hated  his  mother  drawing  attention 
to  herself  or  acting  unladylike. 

NVV :  What  kind  of  research  did  you 
do?  Did  you  get  to  do  any  traveling? 
JCN:  I  did  a  lot  of  reading.  Jean 
Baker’s  book  [Mary  Todd  Lincoln:  A 
Biography]  was  essential.  I’m  not  a  his¬ 
torian,  but  when  I  go  to  write  and  cre¬ 
ate,  I  want  every  aspect  of  a  scene  to  be 
accurate.  It’s  easy  to  find  out  what 
places  looked  like.  And  the  Internet  is 
helpful.  It’s  not  hard  to  uncover  infor¬ 
mation  about  Lincoln — there’s  just  so 
much  out  there. 

And  I  did  go  to  the  places  in  the 
book.  I  visited  Mary  Lincoln’s  house  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  she  grew 
up.  I  also  went  there  because  I  wanted 
to  hear  the  accent.  In  Springfield,  Illi¬ 
nois,  I  saw  the  Lincolns’  house  and  his 
law  office.  I  visited  the  state  house 
where  he  made  his  speeches.  In  Batavia, 
Illinois,  I  saw  the  asylum  where  Mary 
was  committed  by  Robert.  It’s  now  an 
apartment  building,  but  it  looks  the 
same  as  it  did  when  she  was  there. 
There’s  a  museum  nearby  with  a  re-cre¬ 
ation  of  Mary’s  room. 

NVV:  What  was  fun  about  writing  the 
book? 

JCN:  Well,  I  love  this  time  period. 

There  are  all  sorts  of  strange  things 
about  it.  There’s  the  way  people  would 
treat  lunatics  and  the  way  lunatic  asy¬ 
lums  were  at  the  time.  There  were  all 
sorts  of  strange  remedies  like  tree  bark 
for  cholera.  And  there’s  the  sense  of  the 
occult  throughout.  The  seance  stuff  was 
the  most  fun.  Everyone  was  a  spiritual¬ 
ist  at  the  time — it  was  really  popular.  I 
got  really  involved  in  researching  it.  I 
even  wound  up  at  a  spiritualist  church 
in  San  Francisco.  You  know,  you  have 
someone  like  Mary,  who  grew  up  well 
educated  on  a  plantation  in  the  care  of 
slaves,  and  all  around  her  was  this  slave 
culture  with  its  strong  beliefs  in  conjur¬ 
ing,  and  she  was  exposed  to  that. 

NVV :  What  was  the  most  difficult  thing 
about  writing  the  book? 

JCN:  Killing  off  her  sons.  I  have  a  son 
who  is  1 1  years  old,  and  every  time  I 
had  to  write  the  death  of  one  of  Mary’s 
sons,  I  had  to  put  myself  in  her  body 
and  feel  the  grief.  I  had  to  write  these 
scenes — and  they  all  died  at  three  dif¬ 
ferent  ages.  While  rewriting  the  death  of 
Willy  [the  Lincolns’  third  of  four  sons], 

I  had  horrible  dreams. 

NVV:  You’ve  joked  that  you’ll  never 
look  at  a  five-dollar  bill  the  same  way 
again.  Can  you  elaborate? 

JCN:  Well,  because  I  had  to  think  of 
Lincoln  as  a  sex  object  because  that’s 
how  he  was  to  Mary!  [laughs]  Before  he 
died,  they  had  this  famous  kiss  and  this 
intense  conversation,  and  I  had  to  write 
about  it,  and  it’s  Abraham  Lincoln! 

Now  John  Wilkes  Booth  was  a  sexy 
guy — it  would  have  been  much  easier  to 
imagine  it  for  him. 

NVV:  Talk  a  little  bit  about  your  writ¬ 
ing  career. 

JCN:  I  do  travel  writing  for  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  and  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle.  I  got  into  it  while  working 
on  my  first  book.  Memoirs  are  like 
cheap  therapy  done  by  an  amateur  and 
all  by  yourself.  You  spend  all  these 


hours  delving  within  yourself,  so  to  take 
a  break,  I  would  spend  some  hours  writ¬ 
ing  travel.  I  started  writing  for  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice  after  we  moved  from 
Marin  to  the  city  when  Alex  was  4. 1 
read  the  Voice  and  I  thought,  What  a 
cool  paper.  So  I  begged  Sally  [Smith, 
the  editor]  to  let  me  write  something. 

We  came  up  with  an  essay  for  the  Last 
Page  about  moving  to  the  city.  I  kept 
pestering  her  for  a  column  and  we 
decided  it  had  to  be  something  useful. 
We  came  up  with  travel  writing  about 
places  to  take  kids  in  the  Bay  Area 
[“Are  We  There  Yet?  Family  Adven¬ 
tures  Close  to  Home”].  I  only  stopped 
when  I  got  the  contract  for  Mary. 

I  teach  classes  for  Book  Passage, 
both  in  Marin  and  at  the  Ferry  Building. 


I  also  teach  classes  with  the  Writing 
Salon,  and  I  have  a  private  women-only 
class  that  I  run.  Those  women  are  so 
great — they  kept  me  from  getting  too 
weird  while  writing  Mary.  There  were 
all  these  intense  days  of  writing  alone 
with  no  time  off,  especially  in  the  last 
few  months  because  the  book  was  a 
year  late.  I  owe  a  debt  to  my  students — 
they  kept  me  from  becoming  a  crazy 
lady  hermit. 

Janis  Cooke  Newman  will  be  signing 
Mary:  A  Novel  at  Cover  to  Cover  Book¬ 
sellers,  1307  Castro  Street,  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  29,  at  4  p.m.  A  portion  of  the  sale 
of  her  books  will  be  donated  to  Synergy 
School.  In  addition,  she’ll  appear  at 
Bookshop  West  Portal  on  Sept.  13  and 
Books  Inc.  at  Opera  Plaza  on  Oct.  4. 
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An  Invitation! 

Thinking  about  becoming  a 
Catholic  Christian? 

Christian  Initiation  of  Adults 
(RCIA) 


An  Introduction  of  the  Stories,  Rituals  and 
Symbols  of  the  Catholic  Community,  Leading 
to  Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Confirmation 


At 

ST.  PAUL’S  CHURCH 


Starting  Tuesday,  September  12  at  7:00  p.m. 
22 1  Valley  Street  -  St.  Paul’s  Rectory 


COME  AND  JOIN  US 

AND  DISCOVER  THE  CATHOLIC  DIFFERENCE 

If  interested,  contact  Terri  Brady  or  Jim  Meyers 
415-648-7538  -  St.  Paul’s  Rectory 


SERVING 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
SINCE  1977 


: 
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B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GIHIRAl  CONTRACTOR 


New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com 


License  #  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 
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aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 

if ji.\  i \ 

11:00  a.m.- 6:30  p.m. 

Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 


San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 
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Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 
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LOCAL 

GEMS 


Guess  Who  You  II  Find  at  Hill  &  Co.! 


Jane  Ivory 

jivory@hill-co.com 
1 880  Lombard  Street, 
tel  (415)  321-3  103 
fax  (415)  931-0984 


Kenneth  D.  LeBlanc 

kleblanc@hill-co.com 
1 880  Lombard  Street, 
tel  (415)  321-4314 
fax  (415)  931-0984 


MichelleYelen 

myelen@hill-co.com 
www.MichelleYelen.com 
1 880  Lombard  Street, 
tel  (415)  321-3123 
fax  (415)  931-0984 


Tuggey’s  Hardware: 
107- Year-Old  Icon 
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Sawyer’s  Hardware  in  1898,  but  was  re¬ 
named  Tuggey’s  when  William  Tuggey 
bought  it  a  year  or  so  later.  Tuggey  passed 
the  store  on  to  his  son  Gene,  who  sold  it 
to  Denny  Giovannoli’s  father.  Bob  Gio- 
vannoli,  in  1957. 

His  dad  was  a  perfect  fit  for  the  hard¬ 
ware  business,  Denny  says.  Living  just  a 
few  blocks  away  on  Sanchez  Street,  Bob 
started  out  as  a  delivery  boy  at  age  1 6,  and 
returned  to  work  fulltime  at  Tuggey’s  af¬ 
ter  serving  the  Army  as  a  CPA  during 
World  War  11. 

The  Tuggey  family  soon  recognized 
his  talents. 

“Gene  decided  one  day  that  my  dad 
was  going  to  buy  [the  store].  He  closed 
the  front  door  and  said,  ‘Come  on,  we’re 
going  to  the  bank  today.  You’re  going  to 
buy  it  today,”’  Denny  recalls.  “He  made 
it  real  easy  for  him.  It  was  pretty  neat.” 

The  first  few  years  were  fairly  difficult, 
as  “Noe  Valley  was  empty  then,”  says 
Denny,  who  along  with  his  three  brothers 
and  sister  grew  up  working  in  the  store. 
“All  the  stores  [on  24th  Street]  were  va¬ 
cant.  There  was  very  little  business  here.” 
But  his  father’s  commitment  to  customer 
service  kept  the  business  alive.  “Making 
sure  people  got  what  they  needed  and 
were  taken  care  of  came  first,”  says 
Denny. 


Tuggey’s  owner  Denny  Giovannoli  (right)  has  a  crew  these  days  that  includes  Geary  Holst,  Ron  Peetz,  and  Giovannoli’s  14-year-old  son,  Alex. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Bob  sold  Denny  the  business  in  1976, 
and  officially  retired,  but  he  continued  to 
work  in  the  store  for  many  years.  He 
passed  away  in  1995. 

“My  dad  was  a  real  role  model,”  Denny 
says  with  admiration.  “He  was  a  good  lis¬ 
tener.  Certain  people  have  a  certain  way 
about  them,  where  they  teach  without 
even  trying  to.  And  he  seemed  to  have 
that  quality,  which  taught  me  a  lot,  too.” 

Now  Denny,  who  lives  in  San  Anselmo 
with  his  wife  Laura  and  their  son  Alex,  is 
teaching  the  trade  to  the  next  generation. 


Guitar-player  Alex,  14,  has  been  helping 
out  at  the  store  since  he  was  10. 

“I  learn  a  lot  from  my  dad,  like  fixing 
things  and  his  work  ethic,”  Alex  says. 
“And  the  guys  who  work  here,  Ron  and 
Geary,  I  learn  a  lot  from  them,  too — to 
keep  moving  and  when  something  needs 
to  get  done,  you  do  it.” 

Ron  Peetz  is  Tuggey’s  only  full-time 
employee.  Geary  Holst  and  Jordan  Park 
both  work  part-time.  As  for  Denny,  he 
puts  in  70  hours  a  week,  arriving  daily  at 
7:15  a.m.  and  leaving  typically  around 


5:30  p.m.  At  57  he  says,  “It’s  a  lot  of 
work,  but  it’s  been  worth  it.  I’d  rather  do 
this  than  work  for  somebody  else.” 

Denny  handles  all  the  inventory,  using 
a  tried-and-true  strategy  he  learned  from 
his  father.  “There’s  a  formula  here,  even 
though  it  doesn’t  look  like  there  is,”  he 
laughs.  “Keep  it  basic.  And  just  get  plenty 
of  it.  The  new  things  that  come  out  that 
are  basic,  you  get  those  also.” 

The  open,  clean-swept  hardware  store 

CONTINUED  NEXT  PAGE 
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Excerpt  from  Mary:  A  Novel  Continued  from  page  13 

in  amber — an  object  which  feels  cruel  to  me,  put  before  ladies  who  have  been  committed  here. 

“You  will  remain  at  Bellevue  Place,”  said  Doctor  Patterson,  “until  I— and  your  son— deter¬ 
mine  that  your  reason  has  been  restored.” 

“And  how  shall  you  determine  such  a  thing?” 

The  doctor  rose  and  went  to  stand  before  a  lace-curtained  window  which  looked  out  upon  the 
lawns  surrounding  the  asylum.  "Treatment  at  Bellevue  Place,”  he  explained,  “is  based  upon  the 
wholesome  benefits  of  fresh  air.  moderate  exercise,  and  the  therapeutic  effects  of  cooling  baths, 
in  addition  to  the  essential  practice — -particularly  for  those  of  the  female  sex — of  moral 
restraint.”  He  turned  to  regard  me  with  a  stern  expression.  “1  shall  decide  your  sanity  by  your 
willingness  to  participate  in  these  activities.” 

“I  shall  do  whatever  you  require  to  prove  my  underangement,”  1  told  him. 

*  *  * 

I  have  been  told  by  the  doctor's  wife  that  my  room  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  asylum,  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  position  I  once  held.  That  may  be  so — I  have  not  seen  where  the  other  inmates  are 
kept.  Still,  the  room  makes  me  think  too  much  of  a  second-class  boardinghouse.  The  bureau  is 
oak  and  was  once  decorated  with  acanthus  leaves,  which  have  long  since  fallen  away,  leaving 
behind  their  ghostly  outlines.  I  have  also  a  rocker  which  has  been  made  to  an  odd  geometry,  and 
when  I  sit  upon  it,  it  makes  me  feel  as  if  it  wishes  nothing  more  than  to  pitch  me  to  the  floor. 

The  room  possesses  a  table,  covered  with  a  cloth  which  has  lost  half  its  tassels,  and  a  strange  lit¬ 
tle  desk  decorated  with  the  carved  face  of  an  angel  at  the  joining  of  each  of  its  legs.  Only  the 
mattress  is  new,  for  I  had  it  brought  here  on  my  first  day — less  to  keep  myself  from  sleeping 
upon  bedbugs,  as  to  avoid  placing  my  head  where  others  have  dreamt  their  mad  dreams. 

I  have  a  view  of  the  river  from  my  one  window,  but  there  are  bars  over  the  glass. 

Shutting  the  door  behind  me — although  a  desire  for  privacy  is  thought  at  Bellevue  Place  to 
demonstrate  an  unwillingness  to  participate  in  the  institution’s  therapeutic  activities— I  dropped 
into  the  inhospitable  rocker  and  took  the  newspaper  clipping  from  my  pocket. 

“On  the  evening  following  her  trial  for  insanity,”  I  read  between  the  cuts  on  the  page,  “Mrs. 
Lincoln,  overcome  by  melancholy,  eluded  the  Pinkerton  guards  stationed  outside  the  door  of  her 
hotel  room  and  escaped  to  the  pharmacy  of  Squair  &  Company.  Acting  in  appearance  both  anx¬ 
ious  and  uncoherent.  Mrs.  Lincoln  demanded  of  the  druggist  a  lethal  mixture  of  laudanum  and 
camphor.  When  Mr.  Squair  expressed  concern  over  providing  such  a  poisonous  concoction,  the 
despairing  lady  informed  him  that  she  intended  to  use  the  potion  to  bathe  a  neuralgic  shoulder. 
Unable  to  dissuade  Mrs.  Lincoln  from  her  request,  the  druggist  retired  to  a  back  room,  and  after 
some  short  moments,  during  which  the  demented  lady  grew  increasingly  agitated,  Mr.  Squair 
returned  with  a  bottle  marked  ‘Laudanum — poison.’  Grabbing  the  potion  from  the  druggist’s 
hand,  Mrs.  Lincoln  rushed  into  the  street;  whereupon,  she  immediately  poured  the  entire  con¬ 
tents  into  her  throat.  Then,  she  returned  to  her  hotel  to  await  her  death. 

“The  nation  was  only  spared  further  sorrow  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Squair  had  recognized  the 
Widow  of  the  Martyred  President  beneath  her  veil,  and  divining  her  purpose,  substituted  burnt 
sugar  water  for  the  laudanum.” 

No  one  would  believe  this  of  me,  I  told  myself.  No  one  would  believe  that  a  fifty-six-year-old 
lady  who  is  slightly  arthritic  and  plumper  than  she  should  be  could  escape  two  Pinkertons.  No 
one  who  knows  me  could  believe  that  after  all  which  has  happened  in  my  life,  I  would  choose  to 
end  my  life  over  commitment  to  the  madhouse. 

But  of  course  they  will  believe  it.  For  now  that  I  have  been  proven  insane,  anything  might  be 
believed  of  me. 

Excerpt  from  Mary:  A  Novel  by  Janis  Cooke  Newman.  Copyright  ©  2006.  Permission  granted  by 
MacAdam/Cage  Publishing. 


Tuggey’s  Hardware 
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does  indeed  carry  a  large  selection  of  the 
basics,  neatly  arranged  on  pegs  and  in 
bins.  The  shop  stocks  everything  from 
nuts  and  bolts,  literally,  to  batteries, 
cleaning  products,  gardening  tools,  au¬ 
dio/visual  cords,  power  drills,  and  lad¬ 
ders.  The  largest  selection  can  be  found 
in  the  plumbing  section,  which  is 
Tuggey’s  specialty.  “I  was  going  to  be  a 
plumber,”  Denny  explains. 

Customer  David  Plotkin,  a  contractor 
with  Granite  Electric,  stops  by  to  pick  up 
caulk  and  a  couple  of  screws.  Plotkin 
says,  “Tuggey’s  is  a  great  place.  I  work 
all  over  the  city,  but  1  come  whenever  I’m 
in  the  neighborhood.  They’re  a  terrific  lit¬ 
tle  neighborhood  store — always  worth 
stopping.” 

Peetz  confirms  that  a  lot  of  the  store’s 
customers  are  contractors,  even  from  out¬ 
side  the  state,  because  “we’re  the  only 
ones  that  carry  the  parts,”  he  says. 

But  most  of  Tuggey’s  customers  are 
Noe  Valley  neighbors.  And  perhaps  sur¬ 
prisingly,  a  lot  are  women.  Denny  says  50 
percent  of  his  customers  are  women, 
“during  the  week,  especially,”  he  notes. 
“They’re  putting  in  light  bulbs  and  fixing 
things.  We  get  a  lot  of  women  who  are 


handy  people.  A  lot  of  them  are  doing 
work  for  other  people,  which  is  pretty 
cool.” 

The  words  are  barely  out  of  his  mouth 
when  Fiona  Smythe  and  her  18-month- 
old  daughter  Chloe  arrive  to  pick  up  some 
light  bulbs.  “Whatever  we  happen  to  need 
they  generally  seem  to  have  it,”  Smythe 
says  as  Chloe  runs  up  and  down  the  aisle. 
“And  1  much  prefer  coming  here  than  go¬ 
ing  to  the  bigger  hardware  stores.  It’s  lo¬ 
cal,  that’s  a  big  reason  we  come.  There’s 
always  someone  to  help  you,  which  is  re¬ 
ally  nice — I  always  have  a  question  be¬ 
cause  I'm  just  not  that  experienced  when 
it  comes  to  hardware.” 

The  section  Denny  plans  to  expand 
next  is  the  electrical  supplies.  He  intends 
to  continue  adding  more  and  more  stock 
to  the  store  until  he’s  ready  to  sell.  He 
hopes  to  retire  by  the  time  he’s  62. 

He’s  already  arranged  a  new  display  of 
lighting  fixtures  and  shades  next  to  the 
front  window — which  might  get  in  the 
way  come  December,  when  it’s  time  to 
lay  out  the  electric  train. 

“Kids  wait  for  the  train  at  the  holidays,” 
he  says.  “There  was  one  year  when  I  was¬ 
n’t  going  to  do  it,  and  my  dad  said, 
‘You’ve  got  to  do  it.  ’  He  said,  ‘You  started 
it  and  the  kids  wait  for  it,’  and  I  said,  ‘I 
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Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 


Your  Auto  Speeialist  Since  1979 


BBB 

1  ® 


Now  Open  Saturday  9am-3pm 

Full  Service  on  all  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs. 


2233  Harrison  St./ 18th  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon-Fri,  8am  -  6pm 


At  Guerra’s, 

Dinner  is  Ready 
When  You  Are! 

Discover  the  family-owned  Italian  butcher  and 
delicatessen  just  10  minutes  from  Noe  Valley. 
Easy  street  parking! 

Shop  our  entire  selection  at  www.guerrameats.com 

•  Meat,  poultry,  fresh  seafood 

•  Prepared  and  ready-to-cook  entrees 

•  Complete  deli  -  sandwiches,  side  dishes,  salads, 
meats  and  cheeses 

•  Homemade  soups  and  sauces 

•  Guerra’s  sauces  and  marinades 

•  Fresh  breads,  produce,  and  dairy 

•  Wine  and  beer,  waters  and  sodas,  Italian  specialties 

Order  Online  by  1  p.m., 

Pick  up  from  4  to  7  p.m. 

(6  p.m.  on  Saturdays) 

Open  everyday 
except  Sundays 
and  major  holidays 

Fine  Foods  &  Personal  Service  Since  1954 
490  Taraval  St.  (at  15th  Avenue) 
564-0585  •  www.guerrameats.com 


GUERRAS 


Thinking  about  replacing  your  current 
floor  covering  with  beautiful  hardwood 
or  refinishing  your  floors? 

DESIGNER  FLOORS,  INC. 

700  TOLAND  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94124 
415-641-1779 
e-mail:  info@designerfloorsinc.com 
www.designerfloorsinc.com 

Come  and  visit  our  flooring  showroom 

Open  11-5  Monday  -  Friday  or  by  appointment 


We  specialize  in  high  quality,  ecologically  responsible 
flooring  products  with  over  20  years  of  experience 
installing  and  refinishing  floors  in  the  Bay  Area. 
90%  of  our  business  is  generated  by  referrals 
from  satisfied  customers! 

Wood  shown  in  photo  above  is  Listone  Giordano  Cabreuva  Vermelha 
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From  the  Tuggey’s  Hardware  Photo  Album: 


Top-Denny  Giovannoli  (left)  learns  the  nuts  and  bolts  from  father  Bob  Giovannoli  at  right, 
while  Herb  Gaines,  retired  owner  of  Herb’s  Fine  Foods,  demonstrates  how  to  run  the  till. 

/  975  photo  by  Chuck  Krall 


Left-Bob  Giovannoli  poses  in  the  home  and  garden  section  of  Tuggey’s. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Tuggey’s  Hardware 


Above-  Bob  Giovannoli  chats  up  a  customer.  I  980  photo  by  Irene  Kane 


Three  Generations  of  Giovannolis  Carry  on  the  Tuggey’s  Tradition 
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don’t  feel  like  it.’  He  said,  ‘Well,  you  have 
to  do  it.  And  then  we  had  Alex,  and  it’s 
fun.  The  kids  really  like  it.” 

Elmer  and  Elmira,  the  two  dummies 
that  sit  in  the  shop’s  window,  are  another 
specialty  enjoyed  by  children  and  adults 


alike.  Elmer  is  dressed  in  Denny’s  fa¬ 
ther’s  baseball  cap  and  Elmira  wears  an 
old  dress  of  Laura’s. 

“We  have  people  who  actually  stop 
here  and  talk  to  them!”  says  Denny.  “And 
the  kids  are  just  mesmerized.  They’ll 
come  in  and  they’ll  touch  them.  In  fact, 
one  year  I  had  a  walkie-talkie.  The  kids 


would  come  in  and  they’d  touch  them,  and 
I’d  go,  ‘What  do  you  want?’  and  they’d 
just  jump.  We’ve  done  a  few  things  that 
are  pretty  funny,  but  that  was  a  lot  of  fun." 

But  serving  the  customers  is  still  the 
best  part  of  the  job.  he  says.  “Tuggey’s  is 
like  a  big  living  room  because  with  most 
of  the  people,  in  fact  all  of  them,  we've 


become  friends.  Even  if  we  don't  know 
each  other  by  name,  it’s  a  very  friendly 
atmosphere,  a  very  comfortable  place  to 
be.  And  we’re  very  lucky.” 

Kate  Volkman  is  writing  a  series  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  businesses  in  Noe  Valley.  She  also  does 
ora!  histories  for  families  and  companies. 
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The  art  of  the  deal? 


After  20  years  managing  deals  in  the  art  world,  the  co  founder 
of  the  Ivory/Kimpton  Gallery  has  developed  an  unerring  eye  for 
spotting  potential  and  recognizing  opportunity  before  the  rest 
of  the  world. 

For  1 7  years  Jane  Ivory  has  used  that  same  trained  eye  and 
instinct  to  become  atop  agent  for  buyers  and  sellers  in  San 
Francisco  real  estate. 

As  a  resident  of  Noe  Valley  for  1 5  years,  she  brings  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  area,  its  culture  and  community,  to  uncover 
local  masterpieces  and  bring  them  to  the  world. 


4  1 

JANE  IVORY 

tel  (415)  546-7001 

janeivorysf@aol.com 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


additions 


baths 


Doug  Shoemaker  ALA,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 

415.648. 1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


Remodel 


Spark  Construction 

171  Lily  Street  |  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

ph  415.503.0055 
www.sparkconstruction  .com 

License  #  546094 
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Sales  Slow  Down 
Over  Summer 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  number  of  homes  sold  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  during  July  dropped  by  a  third 
from  one  year  ago — the  latest  indication 
that  the  neighborhood’s  hyperactive 
housing  market  is  finally  calming  down. 

Sixteen  single-family  homes  closed  es¬ 
crow  in  July,  compared  to  24  sales  the 
previous  July,  according  to  data  provided 
to  the  Voice  by  Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

Prices  remained  the  purview  of  the 
well-heeled,  however.  All  but  three  of  the 
homes  sold  for  $1  million  or  more — and 
the  average  sales  price  topped  $1.2 
million. 

Still,  home  shoppers,  sensing  that  the 
market  was  shifting  toward  buyers,  paid 
closer  attention  to  their  pocketbooks  than 
in  the  past.  Buyers  on  average  paid  7  per¬ 
cent  above  the  seller’s  asking  price  in 
July,  a  significant  reduction  from  the  15 
percent  extra  they  were  willing  to  pay  one 
year  earlier. 

The  sales  pace  was  also  slower  in  June 
of  this  year,  as  compared  with  June  of 
2005 .  A  total  of  1 3  homes  changed  hands, 
compared  with  15  sales  the  previous  year. 
Buyers  also  reined  in  their  overbidding, 
paying  just  5  percent  more  than  the  ask¬ 
ing  price  instead  of  an  extra  14  percent  as 
they  did  in  June  of  last  year. 

The  data  show  that  Noe  Valley’s  real 
estate  market  has  become  less  robust,  and 


that  five  straight  years  of  mercurial  ap¬ 
preciation  has  sharply  reduced  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  can  afford  to  buy 
homes  in  the  neighborhood. 

One  oddity  in  Noe  Valley’s  market  is 
that  prices  remain  high — and  are  rising  in 
some  cases — while  sales  have  tumbled. 
There’s  about  a  six-month  lag  time  be¬ 
tween  a  period  of  softer  sales  and  when 
prices  level  off,  explains  Randall  Kostick, 
general  sales  manager  of  Zephyr  Real  Es¬ 
tate  on  24th  Street. 

“[What]  happens  when  the  market 
starts  to  cool  a  little  bit  is  that  we  get  buy¬ 
ers  and  sellers  in  conflict  with  one  an¬ 
other,”  says  Kostick. 

“Sellers  think  they  should  be  getting 
the  prices  and  ease  of  sales  that  was  tak¬ 
ing  place  six  months  ago,”  he  says,  “and 
buyers  think  they  should  be  getting  a  deal 
and  not  be  paying  prices  they  paid  six 
months  ago.” 

That  keeps  buyers  and  sellers  from 
making  quicker  deals,  and  creates  a  stale¬ 
mate. 

If  you’re  curious  about  the  most  ex¬ 
pensive  homes  sold  during  the  summer, 
here’s  a  quick  rundown: 

■  A  4,000-square-foot,  three-bed¬ 
room,  2 '/2-bath  home,  located  in  the  200 
block  of  Fair  Oaks  Street,  between  23rd 
and  24th  streets,  sold  in  July  for 
$2,450,000. 

■  In  June,  buyers  paid  $2,425,000  for 
a  3,300-square-foot,  four-bedroom,  3‘/2- 
bath  home,  in  the  500  block  of  Diamond 
Street,  between  22nd  and  23rd  streets. 

■  A  three-bedroom,  2 '/2-bath  condo¬ 
minium,  in  the  300  block  of  Duncan 
Street,  between  Church  and  Sanchez 
streets,  sold  in  July  for  $1 .4  million. 

■  In  June,  a  condo  in  the  900  block  of 

Elizabeth  Street,  between  Hoffman  and 
Grand  View  avenues,  set  back  the  new 
owners  $1,350,000.  The  condo  featured 
three  bedrooms  and  2  '/2  baths.  ■ 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Low 

Price  ($) 

High 

Price  ($) 

Average 
Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days  Sale  Price  As 
on  Market  %  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

July  2006 

16 

$764,000 

$2,450,000 

$1,230,250 

27 

107% 

June  2006 

13 

$865,000 

$2,425,000 

$1,496,692 

26 

105% 

May  2006 

13 

$900,000 

$2,400,000 

$1,476,769 

21 

108% 

July  2005 

24 

$750,000 

$2,279,000 

$1,258,037 

21 

1 1 5% 

June  2005 

15 

$805,000 

$1,862,500 

$1,214,767 

24 

114% 

Condominiums 

July  2006 

14 

$635,000 

$1,400,000 

$888,206 

34 

103% 

June  2006 

11 

$675,000 

$1,350,000 

$892,545 

42 

102% 

May  2006 

6 

$629,000 

$1,110,000 

$817,500 

33 

106% 

July  2005 

7 

$775,000 

$1,210,500 

$1,030,500 

38 

108% 

June  2005 

15 

$712,500 

$1,342,000 

$925,367 

32 

114% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

July  2006 

6 

$1,050,000 

$2,450,000 

$1,381,667 

40 

94% 

June  2006 

4 

$1,295,000 

$2,820,000 

$1,847,500 

46 

97% 

May  2006 

2 

$1,123,000 

$1,630,000 

$1,376,500 

33 

109% 

July  2005 

4 

$1,190,000 

$2,279,000 

$1,706,000 

45 

108% 

June  2005 

3 

$985,000 

$1,436,093 

$1,256,364 

44 

107% 

5+  unit  buildings 

July  2006 

0 

.  — 

— 

'  — 

— 

— 

June  2006 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May  2006 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July  2005 

2 

$1,700,000 

$1,900,000 

$1,800,000 

57 

107% 

June  2005 

1 

$1,975,000 

$1,975,000 

$1,975,000 

50 

104% 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 
Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 
thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  ( www.zephyrsf.com )  for  supplying  the  sales  data.  NW9/06 


Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
August  2006 

Average 
August  2006 

Average 

A  Year  Ago 

Studio 

3 

$1,275  -  $1,350 

$1,300  /mo. 

$1, 149/mo. 

1 -bedroom 

15 

$1,250-  $2,500 

$1,772 /mo. 

$1,588 /mo. 

2-bedroom 

14 

$2,000-  $5,000 

$2,891  /  mo. 

$2,359 /mo. 

3-bedroom 

15 

$2,695  -  $4,800 

$3,438 /mo. 

$3,274 /mo. 

4+-bedroom 

5 

$4,200  -  $6,900 

$5,300 /mo. 

$6,200  /  mo. 

**  Survey  based  on  a  sample  of  52  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  Craigslisl.com  from  Aug.  2  to 
14,  2006.  NW  9106 


Noe  Valley  May  Hold 
Its  Own,  Housing 
Experts  Say 

By  John  Trinkl 

For  most  of  the  summer,  the  talk  in  real 
estate  and  economic  circles  was  about 
a  slowdown  in  housing  sales,  both  na¬ 
tionally  and  in  the  Bay  Area. 

According  to  DataQuick,  a  real  estate 
information  company,  sales  of  homes  and 
condominiums  in  the  Bay  Area  fell  nearly 
3 1  percent  in  July.  And  though  the  median 
price  of  a  home  in  San  Francisco  rose  to 
$832,000,  its  appreciation  was  only  4  per¬ 
cent  over  the  same  month  a  year  before. 

A  panel  of  local  experts  put  this  slow¬ 
down  into  historical  perspective  and  dis¬ 
cussed  the  present  and  future  outlook  for 
housing  in  Noe  Valley  at  a  July  19  forum 
cosponsored  by  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
and  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club. 

San  Francisco  Chronicle  reporter  Kelly 
Zito,  who  has  covered  the  Bay  Area  real 
estate  market  for  four  years,  joked  that 
“talking  about  real  estate  is  a  big  sport  in 
the  Bay  Area.”  Still,  she  tried  to  make 
sense  of  current  trends.  She  agreed  that 
the  San  Francisco  real  estate  market  was 
slowing,  but  slowing  compared  to  the  ab¬ 
normally  hot  months  of  2004  and  2005, 
when  appreciation  peaked  at  25  percent. 
The  moderate  rise  the  city  has  been  ex¬ 
periencing  over  the  past  1 8  months  is  much 
closer  to  “normal”  for  this  area,  she  said. 

B.J.  Droubi,  whose  real  estate  com¬ 
pany  has  been  in  Noe  Valley  since  1972, 
looked  further  back  in  history  and  de¬ 
scribed  three  downturns:  1979-81,  when 
interest  rates  were  at  an  historical  high: 
1992-97,  when  there  was  a  recession  and 
the  market  was  flat;  and  now,  when  the 
market  is  reaching  the  end  of  another 
business  cycle. 

But  s|ie  ticked  off  a  host  of  reasons  why 
Noe  Valley  might  be  relatively  immune 
to  strong  fluctuations:  “Noe  Valley  is  in 
the  center  of  the  city;  it  has  the  most  at¬ 
tractive  route  to  the  Peninsula  and  Silicon 
Valley;  it  has  some  of  the  best  housing 
stock;  there’s  an  incredible  diversity  of 
homes  and  diversity  of  incomes;  it  has  a 
great  quality  of  life.  Noe  Valley  holds  its 
value  quite  well,”  she  concluded. 

There  are  larger  reasons  for  stability  as 
well.  "The  economic  base  here  is  very 
stable,”  argued  Randall  Kostick,  manager 
of  Zephyr  Real  Estate.  The  Bay  Area  is  a 
gateway  to  the  growing  economies  of  the 
Pacific  Rim  and  Far  East,  and  there  are 
diverse  and  relatively  strong  industries: 
tourism,  finance,  high-tech,  and  biotech, 
he  pointed  out. 

Kostick  said  the  market  cycles  had  not 
been  all  that  dramatic  here.  In  the  down¬ 
turn  of  the  early  1990s,  when  there  was 
as  much  as  a  50  percent  decline  in  hous¬ 


ing  prices  in  parts  of  California,  the  de¬ 
cline  in  Noe  Valley  was  only  1 1  percent, 
he  said.  Even  in  the  dot-com  bust,  when 
300,000  jobs  were  lost  in  the  Bay  Area, 
he  added,  the  housing  market  didn’t  suf¬ 
fer  significantly. 

How  does  it  look  for  people  who  are 
trying  to  buy  houses  or  rent  apartments? 
In  a  word,  pricey. 

Joel  Panzer  of  RMC,  a  local  rental 
management  company,  said  the  absolute 
lowest  price  you  could  rent  an  apartment 
for  in  Noe  Valley  was  $1,300  to  $1,400 
per  month,  for  a  studio.  And  according  to 
RentSIicer,  a  rentals  listing  service,  the 
average  rent  this  summer  for  all  types  of 
apartments  in  Noe  Valley  was  $2,690. 
(For  the  latest  average  rents,  see  the 
"Noe  Valley  Rents"  chart  at  left.)  Panzer 
noted  that  a  quarter  of  renters  paid  more 
than  50  percent  of  their  income  on  rent. 

As  for  buying  a  home,  Kostick  re¬ 
ported  that  new  home  buyers  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  were  paying  $6,000  to  $7,000  mort¬ 
gage  payments  a  month  and  $11,000  a 
year  in  taxes.  According  to  the  California 
Association  of  Realtors,  only  14  percent 
of  families  in  California  can  afford  a  me¬ 
dian-priced  home. 

So  who  can  buy  a  home  in  Noe  Valley? 
The  panelists  described  wealthy  young 
software  developers,  stem  cell  re¬ 
searchers,  and  foreign  businesspeople  as 
among  those  who  came  through  their 
doors  and  had  no  problem  slapping  down 
$1  to  $3  million  for  a  house.  But  for  oth¬ 
ers  of  more  modest  means,  “The  first  pur¬ 
chase  is  what  is  so  difficult,”  Droubi  said. 

“Family  assistance  is  a  big  factor  in  en¬ 
abling  people  to  get  their  first  house,”  said 
Kostick.  They  use  “the  National  Bank  of 
Mom  and  Dad,”  as  Money  magazine  put 
it.  Last  year,  37  percent  of  first-time 
homebuyers’  down  payments  were  at 
least  in  part  from  a  family  member  or 
friend,  according  to  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Realtors. 

A  case  study  of  a  Noe  Valley  housing 
seeker  joined  the  panel  a  little  late. 

Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  regaled  the 
audience  with  advice  on  how  to  maneu¬ 
ver  through  the  Planning  Department’s 
red  tape,  should  Noe  Valley  residents  de¬ 
cide  to  remodel  their  homes  instead  of 
buy  or  sell. 

However,  what  the  audience  really 
wanted  to  hear  were  some  juicy  vignettes 
from  his  local  housing  search.  (As  re¬ 
ported  in  the  Voice  last  May,  Dufty  and 
longtime  friend  Rebecca  Goldfader  are 
looking  for  a  home  in  Noe  Valley  to  ac¬ 
commodate  both  them  and  their  baby-to- 
be.) 

Dufty  has  been  around  too  long  to  be 
shocked  or  discouraged  by  the  steep 
prices  and  lack  of  vacancies  in  one  of 
San  Francisco’s  most  popular  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  He  said  only  that  he  was  postpon¬ 
ing  his  house  hunt  until  after  the  Novem¬ 
ber  election.  ■ 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 

28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 
REPAIRED 
INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 

Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 
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preoento 

HALLOSCREAM  ft 

...2006...  “ 

EVEHYTHlNG  you  NEEP  TO  NMlKE 

you H  NtCrHT  coN^i-ETEj 

fcl-OOl?-CUR t>HNG  MASKS, 

SfEcTAcutAR  MAkEUE  FANTASTIC  cHtUbREN’s  ANt> 
ApUUT  COSTUMES,  ANp  GREAT  ACCESSORIES,  TOO| 

-  ONE  OE  A  \tlNp  MASKS  EROM  VENICE  ■ 


Mt  Halloween  me(chandlse  ^jth  this  ad\ 


So  come  see  us  at  the 

One  S top  Tarty  Shop 

POK  4U-L-  you*  HAUUOVfEEN  NEEpS ... 

ANp  WE  WIH*  fcEUT  ANy  f  RICE  IN  TOWN* 

Halloween  hours  begin  October  1: 

11  - » and  beyond.  Monday  -  Friday 
III  Hand  more,  Saturday  and  Sunday 

We  want  to  make  your  Halloween  special! 

1COO  CHURCH  ST.  AT  a£TH 


sskC 

BLSSS  BAR 

m 

Sjk 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

Wy: 

o  4026  24th  St.  g 

v>  z 

5  415-826-6200 

www.blissbarsf.com 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Two  locations 
to  serve  you 


1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

211  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 


Open  7  Days 


for  new 


www.hairplay.com 


Lorenzo  Boelitz  Construction 

License  #376960 

25  years  of 
successful 
Noe  Valley 
renovations 


(415)  642-5800 

_ 


**  V  .  * 

•Foundations 
-Additions 
-Garages 


•Landscaping 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psycho  therapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 
Se  Habla  Espahol 


Shantct 
Rivas 
D.D.S. 

COSMETIC  and 
GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

Children  and  Adults  welcomed 

801  Portola  Drive  #103 
San  Francisco,  CA  94127 

415-731-7700 


Wo 


TAX 

onagers 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  .  Tax  pianning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  .  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  comer  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Publk  Service 


The  Gay  Couples  Study 


The  UCSF  Center  for  AIDS  Prevention  Studies  is  seeking 
gay  male  couples  to  participate  in  a  study  which  exam¬ 
ines  important  relationship  dynamics  associated  with  HIV. 

Participation  involves  completing  a  computerized  survey 
six  times  over  a  period  of  three  years.  The  survey  takes 
about  90  minutes  to  complete,  and  both  partners  must 
participate.  Each  partner  completes  the  survey  in  a  private 
cubicle,  and  will  receive  $40  for  each  visit. 


Call  Now!  1-888-688-1777 

Visit  our  website  for  more  information. 
www.GayCouplesStudy.org 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Editor's  Note:  Police  Beat  is  a  review  of 
crime  incidents  in  Noe  Valley  occurring 
in  the  most  recent  month  for  which  we 
have  statistics.  The  area  covered  is  bor¬ 
dered  by  Grand  View,  2 1  st,  Guerrero,  and 
30th  streets.  The  June  and  July  2006 
crime  information  was  culled  from  police 
newsletters  and  incident  reports  filed  at 
Mission  and  lngleside  Police  Stations. 

Attacks  on  Church  and 
Fair  Oaks  Still  Unsolved 

By  Erin  O’ Briant 

The  summer  has  been  difficult  for 
some  residents  of  Noe  Valley.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  no  rape  cases  were  reported  in  the 
months  of  June  and  July — after  three  re¬ 
ports  of  rape  in  May  and  one  in  April.  The 
news  isn’t  all  good,  though:  a  string  of 
street  robberies  has  alarmed  residents 
{ see  story  at  right),  a  man  was  beaten  un¬ 
conscious  on  Church  Street,  and  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  woman  was  threatened  with  rape 
when  a  man  broke  into  her  home. 

A  burglar  broke  into  the  Fair  Oaks 
Street  home  in  the  early  morning  hours  of 
Sunday,  July  9.  He  held  his  victim  at  gun¬ 
point  and  forced  her  to  disrobe.  The  sus¬ 
pect  threatened  the  victim  with  rape  and 
commanded  her  to  walk  through  the 
house  opening  drawers  and  doors.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  the  suspect  did  not  actually  rape 
the  victim. 

Dewayne  Tully,  spokesman  for  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  Office,  said  that  a  burglary  inspec¬ 
tor  has  been  working  in  conjunction  with 

U^ontact  the  SFPD 

■  The  public  is  invited  to  attend  po¬ 
lice-community  meetings  held 
monthly  at  the  lngleside  and  Mis¬ 
sion  Police  Stations. 

lngleside  meetings  take  place  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  the  month,  7 
p.m.,  at  lngleside  Station,  1  Sgt. 
John  Young  Lane,  off  the  2000 
block  of  San  Jose  Avenue.  Mission 
community  meetings  are  held  on 
|  the  last  Tuesday  of  the  month,  6 
p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630  Va¬ 
lencia  Street  near  17th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  north  of 
Cesar  Chavez  Street  (within  the 
bounds  of  the  Mission  Police  Dis¬ 
trict)  may  contact  Mission  Station 
by  calling  558-5400  or  e-mailing 
SFPDMissionStation@ci.sfca. us. 

To  report  anonymously  on  drugs, 
gangs,  or  other  crimes,  call  Mission 
Station’s  hotline  at  575-4444. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Up¬ 
per  Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar 
Chavez  Street — may  contact  Ingle- 
side  police  by  calling  404-4000  or 
e-mailing  SFPDInglesideStation@ 

:  ci.sf.ca.us.  The  lngleside  anony¬ 
mous  tip  line  is  587-8984.  ' 

For  city  wide  online  reporting,  go 
to  www.sfgov.org/ site/ police. 

To  sign  up  for  lngleside  Station’s 
daily  crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail  In- 
gleside  Capt.  Paul  Chignell  at 
Paul.ChigneII@sfgov.org. 

To  request  the  Mission  e-news¬ 
letter,  write  Capt.  John  Goldberg  at 
SFPDMissionStation@ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
911.  To  report  a  non-emergency 
event  or  problem,  call  553-0123. 


the  sex  crimes  unit  to  investigate  the  case. 
“Police  worked  on  leads  and  identified 
two  suspects,  but  the  victim  could  not 
identify  them  in  a  photographic  lineup,’’ 
he  explained.  The  inspectors  are  contin¬ 
uing  to  follow  upon  leads,  but  in  mid-Au¬ 
gust  the  suspect  was  still  at  large. 

Another  Noe  Valley  crime  victim  faced 
life-threatening  injuries.  For  reasons  that 
were  not  clear  to  police,  a  man  was  bru¬ 
tally  attacked  on  Church  Street  between 
23rd  and  24th  streets  by  six  suspects  on 
Wednesday,  July  19.  The  victim  suffered 
a  serious  head  injury  and  was  uncon¬ 
scious  when  police  arrived.  Medics  trans¬ 
ported  him  to  the  hospital.  The  case  in¬ 
spector  would  not  provide  additional 
information. 

A  man  who  was  waiting  for  a  bus  at 
Church  and  30th  streets  in  the  late  after¬ 
noon  of  Thursday,  July  27,  reported  that 
two  suspects  approached  him,  interro¬ 
gated  him  about  gang  activity,  and  then 
demanded  money.  When  the  victim  tried 
to  walk  away,  the  suspects  stabbed  him  in 
the  side.  The  victim  was  able  to  walk  to 
a  hospital  for  assistance. 

Arrests  Made 

Officers  made  a  number  of  arrests  dur¬ 
ing  June  and  July.  On  Tuesday,  June  13, 
lngleside  police  officers  responded  to  a 
report  of  a  suspect  with  a  weapon  on  the 
bus  at  29th  and  Church  streets.  The  bus 
driver  directed  police  to  a  man  on  the 
street,  and  the  officers  discovered  that  the 
suspect  was  carrying  brass  knuckles.  He 
was  arrested. 

Officers  went  to  a  church  in  the  300 
block  of  29th  Street  on  Tuesday,  June  20, 
to  help  with  an  ongoing  problem:  a  per¬ 
son  sleeping  regularly  on  the  premises. 
They  discovered  that  the  suspect,  who 
was  apparently  homeless,  was  wanted  on 
felony  assault  and  battery  charges;  an  ar¬ 
rest  was  made. 

A  resident  of  Clipper  Street  was  ar¬ 
rested  on  multiple  counts  Thursday,  June 
29,  after  he  stole  a  car  in  Alameda  with  a 
“master  key”  and  then  drove  it  for  two 
days.  Officers  saw  the  suspect  driving 
suspiciously  at  24th  and  Noe  streets  and 
also  found  that  he  was  in  possession  of 
narcotics. 

Odd  Crimes 

Many  unusual  incidents  took  place  in 
the  neighborhood  during  June  and  July. 
Residents  of  Noe  Valley  made  several  re¬ 
ports  of  obscene  phone  calls.  Someone 
reported  that  a  person  in  the  500  block  of 
Elizabeth  Street  attempted  to  poison  an 
animal,  and  two  cases  of  dog  bites  were 
reported,  one  in  the  1500  block  of  Do¬ 
lores  Street  on  June  15  and  another  in  the 
800  block  of  Douglass  Street  on  Tuesday, 
June  27.  A  suspect  set  fire  to  a  vehicle  in 
the  400  block  of  Elizabeth  Street;  the  in¬ 
cident  was  reported  on  Friday,  June  2,  at 
3:45  p.m. 

The  Usual  Suspects 

As  usual,  vehicle  thefts  occurred 
throughout  the  neighborhood  during  June 
and  July.  The  area  south  of  Clipper  Street 
and  west  of  Castro  Street  seems  to  be  a 
relatively  safe  place  to  park  a  car,  but  au¬ 
tos  were  stolen  from  every  other  part  of 
Noe  Valley.  Burglaries,  too,  happened 
throughout  the  neighborhood,  with  heavy 
concentration  west  of  Castro  Street  and 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street.  Vandals  hit 
four  times  on  (or  just  off)  Church  Street, 
once  on  Fair  Oaks,  once  on  Jersey,  once 
at  Dolores  and  29th  streets,  and  once  on 
Castro  near  22nd  Street.  Yet  another  act 
of  vandalism  occurred  on  Noe  Street  at 
25th  Street. 

The  Voice  thanks  Noe  Valley  Police  Offi¬ 
cer  Andrew  Mad Irath  and  lngleside  Po¬ 
lice  Station  Captain  Paul  Chignell  for 
their  help  in  providing  information  for 
this  month's  Police  Beat. 


Increase  in  Muggings  Part  of  City  wide  Trend 

By  Erin  O' Briant 

Seven  muggings,  many  of  them  with  guns,  took  place  in  Noe  Valley  during  June 
and  July,  according  to  incident  reports  filed  with  the  San  Francisco  Police  De¬ 
partment.  Three  more,  plus  an  armed  robbery,  occurred  just  outside  the  boundaries 
of  the  neighborhood.  Police  say  the  numbers  aren’t  surprising,  considering  a  city¬ 
wide  rise  in  street  robberies. 

A  14-year-old  was  robbed  of  a  cell  phone  and  iPod  at  30th  and  Sanchez  streets 
in  the  early  afternoon  on  Wednesday,  June  21.  The  suspect  simulated  carrying  a 
gun.  A  suspect  also  used  a  gun  in  a  street  robbery  at  Clipper  and  Sanchez  streets 
on  Thursday,  July  27.  “Strongarm”  robberies,  where  the  suspects  threatened  force, 
occurred  at  Dolores  and  28th  streets  on  Tuesday,  June  6;  at  Jersey  and  Sanchez 
streets  on  Thursday,  June  29;  and  at  Diamond  and  Elizabeth  streets  on  Monday, 
July  17. 

An  attempted  robbery  took  place  on  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Noe  streets 
on  Sunday,  July  2,  around  8  p.m.  According  to  a  report  from  Mission  Station,  the 
suspects  showed  their  would-be  victims,  who  were  window-shopping,  a  gun  and 
demanded  money.  When  the  victims  yelled  for  help,  the  suspects  fled.  Officers  de¬ 
tained  the  suspects  several  blocks  away,  and  the  victims  were  able  to  identify  them. 
One  adult  and  one  juvenile  were  arrested.  A  store  was  robbed  at  gunpoint  around 
the  same  time  on  Castro  Street  adjacent  to  24th  Street. 

A  Fair  Oaks  Street  woman  and  a  companion  were  held  at  gunpoint  while  walk¬ 
ing  home  from  a  laundromat  on  Saturday,  June  24,  at  approximately  2  p.m.  The 
suspect  demanded  the  victims’  cash  and  cell  phone,  which  he  took.  He  then  es¬ 
caped,  possibly  with  accomplices  in  a  vehicle.  Police  were  unable  to  find  the  sus¬ 
pect  at  the  time,  but  later  arrested  him,  according  to  Lt.  John  Loftus,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  SFPD’s  Robbery  Detail. 

Just  a  stone’s  throw  from  Noe  Valley,  a  strongarm  mugging  happened  at  24th 
Street  and  San  Jose  Avenue  on  Monday,  June  5.  A  street  robbery  without  a  gun 
took  place  in  the  100  block  of  Randall  Street  on  Wednesday,  July  12,  but  muggers 
used  a  gun  in  a  street  robbery  at  24th  and  Guerrero  streets  on  Monday,  July  3 1 .  An 
armed  robbery  with  a  gun  also  took  place  in  the  100  block  of  Tiffany  Avenue  that 
day.  The  robberies  and  muggings  have  happened  at  all  times  of  day  and  night  and 
are  not  concentrated  in  the  evening  hours. 

According  to  Loftus,  this  increase  in  robberies  is  part  of  a  larger  trend.  “We’re 
not  exactly  sure  what’s  driving  these  additional  robberies  [in  San  Francisco],”  he 
notes.  “We’re  seeing  a  lot  of  robberies  being  reported  for  iPods,  cell  phones,  and 
laptop  computers.  So  we  think  the  new  societal  trend  wherein  people  are  walking 
around  carrying  these  electronic  devices  is  proving  a  tempting  target.” 

In  another  common  scenario,  says  Loftus,  “We  see  cases  where  the  suspect  will 
initiate  contact  with  the  victim  and  ask  for  $2,  the  person  gives  it  to  [the  suspect], 
and  then  they  still  get  robbed.” 

Although  this  number  of  street  robberies  is  unusual  for  the  neighborhood,  some 
other  kinds  of  violent  incidents  happened  during  the  same  time  period  a  year  ago. 
In  June  and  July  of  2005,  one  strongarm  street  robbery  was  reported,  along  with 
an  attempted  homicide  at  24th  and  Guerrero  streets,  gang  activity  on  Elizabeth 
Street,  an  assault  with  caustic  chemicals,  and  an  aggravated  assault  with  bodily 
force.  The  year  before  that,  in  June  and  July  of  2004,  there  was  an  armed  robbery 
at  Radio  Shack  and  an  aggravated  assault  case  that  resulted  in  injuries  to  several 
people,  including  police  officers. 

Asked  what  he  could  say  to  neighbors  about  street  crime  in  Noe  Valley,  Loftus 
said,  “We  don’t  see  Noe  Valley  as  being  in  any  way  targeted.” 


Discover  More  Love 
at  St.  John’s. 

We  invite  you  to  join  us  in  worship  this  fall. 

Wednesday 

October  T, 
7:00  PM 
Feast  of  St.  Francis: 
Bring  jour  pet 
to  be  blessed 

Thursday 

October  12 
7:00  PM 
Matthew  Shepard 
Memorial  Mass 

The  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist 

Diverse  People,  Inquiring  Minds,  Open  Hearts 
1661  Fifteenth  Street  at  Julian  in  the  Mission,  San  Francisco 
415-861-1436  •  www.saintjohnsf.org 


Sund 


ays 


10:00  AM 
Godly  Play* 
Storytelling  and  art 
for  children  ages  3 
to  10 years  old 

11:00  AM 
Choral  Eucharist* 
Childcare  provided 


6:00  PM 
Contemplative  EucharisF 

*R esuffnngSept.  10 
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Murphy 

O’Brien 

Real  Estate  Investments,  Inc. 


Opportunity  to  choose  from  our  selection  of 
5  superior  condominiums  or  2  stunning  TIC  units 

•  For  more  information  go  to  www.murphyobrienre.com 

•  To  schedule  a  private  showing,  call  Luke  O'Brien  at  415.516.8488 
or  call  our  office  at  415.648.1200. 

•  Thinking  of  selling  or  purchasing  a  property?  Call  Luke  O  Brien 
for  a  free  market  analysis. 


Noe  Valley  •  2  condos 


Luke  O'Brien 

(415)  516-8488 

lobrien@murphyobrienre.com 


Mel  Murphy 

(415)  648-1200 

mmurphy@murphyobrienre.com 


Upper  Condo  -  $1,299,000 

•  Top  Level:  liv/rm,  deluxe  kitchen,  dining,  2 
walk-out  decks  w/amazing  views,  breakfast  bar, 
s/s  appliances,  granite  counter  tops,  1/2  bath. 

•  Lower  Level:  master  suite  w /  separate  spa 
bath  &  shower,  2  walk-in  closets,  3  BRS  &  a  BA. 

•  Flooring  is  hardwood.  BAS  finished  in  gran¬ 
ite/tile.  1  car  space.  Washer/dryer. 


Corona  Heights  •  2  tic  units 


Top  Unit  -  $799,000 


•  2  master  suites,  1  w/ gas  fireplace  &  city  views 

•  1  additional  BR  and  BA 

•  Deluxe  kitchen,  s/s  appliances,  granite  tops 

•  BAS  finished  in  slate/marble 

•  Liv/rm  w/fireplace  basks  in  natural  light 

•  Floodlit  rear  patio  w/landscaping 

•  Hardwood  floors.  Washer/dryer 


Lower  Condo  -  $1,178,000 

•  Top  Level:  liv/rm,  deluxe  kitchen,  dining, 
walk-out  deck,  3  BRS,  BA,  breakfast  bar,  granite 
counter  tops,  s/s  appliances. 

•  Lower  Level:  master  suite  w/  separate  spa 
bath  &  shower,  liv/rm  w/fireplace,  patio,  raised 
garden 

•  Flooring  is  hardwood.  BAS  finished  in  gran¬ 
ite/tile.  1  car  space.  Washer/dryer. 


Middle  Unit  -  $699,000 

•  1  master  suites,  1  w/fireplace 

•  2  BR  and  BA 

•  Deluxe  kitchen,  s/s  appliances,  granite  tops 
Island  bar. 

•  Liv/rm  w/fireplace 

•  BAS  finished  in  granite,  slate  and  marble 

•  Hardwood  floors.  Washer/dryer.  Rear  Patio. 


Inlaw  Unit  with  tremendous  income  potential  on  1st  level  must  be  sold  with  one  of  the  above 
units.  It  has  1  BR  and  BA,  liv/rm,  dining,  deluxe  kitchen,  s/s  appliances,  granite  counter  tops.  BA 
finished  in  slate/marble.  Hardwood  floors.  Washer/dryer. 

Offered  at  a  very  reasonable  $289,000.  A  1  car  garage  space  is  also  offered  at  $189,000. 


Richmond  District  •  3  CONDOS 


3  Brand  New  Condominiums.  Common  features:  granite  counter  tops  and  s/s  appliances.  BAS  in 
stone  and  granite.  Flooring  is  hardwood  and  carpet.  In-house  laundry.  Car  spaces. 

Unit  1  -  $938,000  Approx.  1,560  sq.  ft.  4  BRS,  incl.  master  suite  w/separate  spa  tub  and  shower  and 
a  guest  BR  w/in-suite  BA.  2nd  BA.  Kitchen  w/breakfast  bar,  dining  area  leading  to  large  liv/rm 
w/fireplace.  Large  garden. 

Unit  2  -  $729,000  Approx.  945  sq.  ft.  2  BRS,  incl.  master  suite  w/spa  tub,  shower  and  deck.  2nd  BA. 
Kitchen  has  breakfast  bar  and  dining  area.  Liv/rm  w/fireplace  has  private  open  space  on  roof  of 
2nd  floor. 

Unit  3  -  $699,000  Approx.  805  sq.  ft.  2  BRS,  inch  master  suite  w/separate  spa  tub  and  shower.  2nd 
BA.  Kitchen  has  breakfast  bar.  Liv/rm  w/fireplace  opens  to  deck  with  great  views. 


4153  24th  St.,  Ste.  4  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  Ph.  415.648.1200  Fax  415.648.1213 

www.murphyobrienre.com  •  email:  tara@murphyobrienre.com 


SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

24  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


•  Family  Friendly 

•  Serving  Breakfast 
All  Day 

Featuring  Homemade 
Soups,  Niman  Ranch 
Burgers,  Fish  &  Chips 

Take  Out  Available 

Open  Monday 
through  Saturday 
9  am  -  9  pm 

Sundays  9  am  -  5  pm 


3853  24th  Street 
@  Vicksburg 

415  282-1213 


ImaqiKn 

I  Yarn  +  Instruction  I +JH< 


IT 

Handknits 

A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 

Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 

3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 
415-621-6642 

www.imagikrut.com 


NOMAD 

RUGS 

natURAlly  dyed  ruqsI 


Antique  *  Per* 
C  onlemporarv 
Tribal 


■'ersian 


3775  24TH  STREET  •  415.401.8833 


Also  in  San  Ansclmo: 

2  I mislead  Avenue  •  415.48*2.885 
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By  Erin  O' B riant 

Noe  Courts  Will  Be  Jumpin’ 

Join  music-loving  neighbors  for  the 
third  annual  Music  in  the  Park  picnic  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  9,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m., 
in  Noe  Courts  Park  at  the  comer  of  24th 
and  Douglass  Streets.  The  event  is  a 
fundraiser  for  park  upgrades,  but  admis¬ 
sion  is  free. 

“All  three  bands  are  great,”  says 
Richard  May  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
which  is  cosponsoring  the  event  with  the 
San  Francisco  Parks  Trust. 

Noe  Valley  residents  Sharon  Gillen- 
water  and  Jimmy  Goetz  will  take  the 
stage  as  the  rockin'  Playdate.  The  Jakes, 
who  advertise  themselves  as  “the  Bay 
Area’s  best  damn  blues  band,”  won't 
leave  anyone  blue.  And  the  San  Francisco 
School  of  Rock,  a  group  of  super-talented 
10-  to  15-year-olds,  will  cover  classics 
from  Queen,  Led  Zeppelin,  and  the  Who. 
“Sounds  truly  fab,  doesn’t  it?”  says  May. 

A  “jumpy  tent”  will  be  on  hand  for  the 
kids.  “Kids  can  enter,  bounce  off  the  walls, 
flop  on  the  floor,  and  generally  mess 
around  without  getting  hurt,”  May  says. 

The  barbecue  grill  and  wine  bar  will  be 
staffed  by  Chef  Scott  Maddux  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Friends.  Food  and  drink  will  be 
available  for  purchase,  and  all  proceeds 
will  go  toward  the  upcoming  renovation 
of  Noe  Courts  Park.  Plans  for  the  reno¬ 
vation  will  also  be  on  display. 

Harvest  Fest  Has  a  Scarecrow 

Kenzie  Maloney,  a  10-year-old  sixth- 
grader  at  St.  Philip’s  School,  won  the  Noe 
Valley  Harvest  Festival  Logo  Contest  this 
year  for  her  drawing  of  a  scarecrow.  She’s 
working  with  a  graphic  designer  to  turn  it 
into  the  official  logo  for  the  festival, 
which  will  appear  on  all  festival  signs  and 
merchandise. 

Kenzie ’s  mom,  Norine  Traci-Maloney, 
is  the  festival  chair.  She  was  supposed  to 
be  one  of  the  judges  of  the  contest  but 
stepped  down  from  the  panel  because  her 
daughter’s  artwork  was  under  considera¬ 
tion.  The  runner-up  was  Deserea  Sabo, 
age  13,  also  a  student  at  St.  Philip’s. 

Traci-Maloney  says  festival-goers  can 
expect  last  year’s  fun,  and  much  more,  at 
the  second  annual  event,  which  takes 
place  Saturday,  Oct.  21,  from  10  a.m.  un¬ 
til  5  p.m.  “The  main  change  is  that  we 
may  be  able  to  have  food  this  year,”  says 
Traci-Maloney.  She’s  not  promising  any¬ 
thing,  but  says  the  Harvest  Festival  orga¬ 
nizers  are  trying  to  have  several  food 
choices  available  at  the  fair,  which  will 
stretch  along  24th  Street  from  Sanchez  to 
Church.  In  addition,  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market  will  be  open  all  day. 

Four  or  five  bands  will  take  the  stage, 
including  Groovus  Funk  and  the  blues 
band  the  Nitecaps.  An  array  of  student 
musicians  from  San  Francisco’s  School 
of  the  Arts  also  will  perform.  Entertain¬ 
ment  for  the  kids  will  include  a  caricature 
artist,  a  magician,  Monster  Twister, 
pumpkin-painting,  a  treasure  hunt,  and 
the  popular  stroller  obstacle  course.  There 
will  be  a  costume  contest  for  human  chil¬ 
dren  and  a  pet  costume  contest  for  folks 
whose  kids  have  four  legs. 

All  sorts  of  arts  and  crafts  will  be  for 
sale,  including  jewelry,  photography, 
children’s  clothes,  handmade  chocolates, 
and  even  belt  buckles,  according  to  Traci- 
Maloney.  Tae  Kwon  Do  performers  will 
demonstrate  their  skills,  and  schools  and 
local  clubs  will  make  an  appearance. 
“Things  are  really  looking  good,”  Traci- 
Maloney  says. 

Volunteers  are  needed  for  the  day  of  the 
event.  To  offer  your  services,  e-mail 


Norine  at  norine@nvharvestfestival.com. 
To  check  out  Kenzie’s  scarecrow,  go  to 
the  web  site  (www.nvharvestfestival.com) 
or  see  page  7  in  this  month’s  Voice. 

Scotch  Plaid  Optional 

If  you’ve  ever  dreamed  of  wearing  a 
kilt — or  dancing  with  someone  who 
did — it’s  time  to  discover  Scottish  coun¬ 
try  dancing.  This  fall,  the  San  Francisco 
Scottish  Country  Dancers  will  celebrate 
their  2 1  st  year  of  dancing  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry.  Part  of  the  celebration  in¬ 
cludes  inviting  more  people  to  join  in. 
“We  try  to  welcome  everyone  and  get 
them  dancing  right  away,”  says  dancer 
Susie  Landon  Kass.  “We  do  dances  with 
very  easy  patterns  and  have  the  newcom¬ 
ers  dance  with  experienced  dancers.” 

A  free  introductory  lesson  will  be  held 
at  the  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  near  23rd 
Street,  on  Thursday,  Sept.  7,  from  8  to  10 
p.m.  The  lesson  and  party  will  provide  a 
chance  for  newcomers  to  find  out  what 
Scottish  dancing  is  all  about,  enjoy  a  few 
refreshments  and  live  music,  and  meet 
veteran  dancers.  All  you  need  to  bring  is 
yourself  (no  partner  needed)  and  a  pair  of 
soft-soled  shoes  such  as  sneakers. 

The  Scottish  Dancers  also  will  present 
a  second  demonstration  and  hold  open 
dancing  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Mar¬ 
ket,  located  on  24th  Street  between  Vicks¬ 
burg  and  Sanchez  streets,  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  9,  from  10:30  a.m.  until  11  a.m. 
Look  for  the  kilts. 

Any  Problems  with  Noe  Valley? 

What’s  wrong  with  Noe  Valley?  You’re 
invited  to  answer  that  question  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  on 
Thursday,  Sept.  2 1 ,  from  7:30  until  9  p.m. 

The  neighborhood  association  will 
present  the  results  of  a  survey  on  local  is¬ 
sues  and  invite  comments  on  priorities  for 
the  coming  year.  Come  ready  to  discuss 
possible  improvements  for  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  identify  problems  that  haven’t 
been  addressed.  A  new  board  will  be 
elected  at  a  brief  meeting  just  before  the 
community  forum,  and  the  group’s  new 
leaders  will  use  the  results  of  the  survey 
and  the  meeting  to  direct  their  activities. 

The  meeting  will  take  place  at  St. 
Philip’s  Church  Parish  Hall,  on  Diamond 
Street  between  24th  and  Elizabeth  streets. 
If  you’d  like  to  suggest  topics  but  can’t  at¬ 
tend  the  meeting,  contact  group  president 
Richard  May  at  rambooks@pacbell.net. 

Wild  Parrots  Film  Roosts 
at  Pier  39 

Former  Noe  Valleyan  Judy  Irving 
caused  quite  a  flutter  with  her  award-win¬ 
ning  documentary  The  Wild  Parrots  of 
Telegraph  Hill.  Now  the  tale  of  the  re¬ 
markable  relationship  between  a  home¬ 
less  street  musician  and  a  flock  of  wild 
parrots  in  San  Francisco  has  again  found 
a  venue  on  the  big  screen.  You  can  enjoy 
San  Francisco’s  famous  parrots  at  Theatre 
39  on  Monday,  Sept.  4,  Tuesday,  Sept.  6, 
and  Monday,  Sept.  1 1,  at  2  p.m. 

The  theater  is  located  at  the  comer  of 
Beach  Street  and  Embarcadero.  Look  for 
surprise  appearances  by  Irving,  the  film’s 
human  star  Mark  Bittner,  and  “Big  Bird,” 
a  cherry-headed  conure  from  the  wild 
flock.  Tickets  cost  $10  to  $12  for  these 
special  events.  For  tickets,  call  415-433- 
3939  or  visit  www.pelicanmedia.org. 

Big  Grants  for  Artists 

The  Creative  Work  Fund  has  about  half 
a  million  dollars  to  dole  out  to  visual  and 
traditional  artists  working  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  nonprofits. 

Grants  range  from  $10,000  to  $35,000 
and  are  earmarked  for  artists  living  in 
Alameda,  Contra  Costa,  Napa,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Solano,  or  Sonoma  counties,  and 
organizations  based  in  those  counties. 

The  Creative  Work  Fund  has  con- 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  25 
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Comprehensive  Estate  Planning 
Fast  and  efficient  Probates  and  Small  Estate  Administration 

‘Living’  Trusts,  Last  Wills  and  Testaments, 

Durable  Powers  of  Attorney  for  Healthcare  and  Assets  Management 


PROTECT  YOUR  LOVED  ONES 
PRESERVE  YOUR  ASSETS 
AVOID  THE  COSTS  OF  PROBATE 

Call  for  a  free  Estate  Preparation  Guide  and 
to  schedule  a  free  initial  consultation 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney-at-Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 
(415)  641-8687 

Practicing  Law  since  1978 

Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the  greater  San  Francisco  area 


COLDWeU. 

banker  □ 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs!  / 


■^>11  »■ 


CRS,  CRB,  LTG,  SRE,  E-PRO 


Buying  or  Selling  -  Call  the  Betty  Taisch  Team! 
\Me  Exceed  Your  Expectations!! 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's  active 
market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and  international  marketing. 
Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

Top  1%  Nationally  •  International  President's  Premier 


£$etty  r^aisch. 

Broker  Associate 


Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Senior's  Real  Estate  Specialist 

11  year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com  •  www.taisch.com 


Expect  the  best. 
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and  Stay  in  Shape 
with  Wild  Bill 

"Wild"  Bill's  Conditioning 
&  Exercise  Class 

Mon.  &  Wed.  9:05  - 10:10  am 
Bethany  Methodist  Church  Hall 
1268  Sanchez  (near  Clipper) 

•  1st  class  is  free  •  Single  class  =  $10 

•  Advance  purchase  of  more 

than  one  class  =  $8.50 

•  Session  (16  classes)  =  $110 

Massage 

Full  body  massage,  aromatherapy 
facial  steam,  and  freshly  baked  bread  $75 

Personal  Training 

$50  per  session 

Over  20  Years  Experience 
Certified  American  College  of  Sports  Medicine 
Certified  Massage  Therapist 
BS  in  Exercise  Physiology 

Phone  (415)  285-8712 

Email  wildbillsf@aol.com 
Website:  WildBillsf.com 


SchweD 

CONSTRUCTION 

Serving  San  Francisco 
for  OVER  25  Years 

Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
WWW.SCHWED.NET 

415-285-8207 


member: 


Your  Urban 
Neighborhood 
Specialist 


. . 

Give  a  mug  and  a  hug! 


Send  the  Big  Hug  Mug  Bouquet. 


An  adorable  stuffed  bear 
is  just  the  thing  to  say, 

“Here’s  a  big  hug  from  me.” 

And  with  the  Big  Hug  Mug 
overflowing  with  a  friendly 
assortment  of  flowers, 
warm  feelings  are  guaranteed. 

Gourmet  Gift  Baskets,  too! 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 
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tributed  more  than  $5.5  million  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  work  of  San  Francisco-  and 
Alameda  County-based  artists.  The  fund 
was  formed  by  four  family  foundations  in 
San  Francisco  as  a  way  to  honor  artistic 
excellence  and  contribute  to  the  creation 
of  new  work  by  local  artists. 

Because  the  grant  proposal  process  is 
highly  competitive,  the  fund’s  staff  is 
holding  a  series  of  optional  informational 
seminars.  The  one  in  San  Francisco  hap¬ 
pens  Tuesday,  Sept.  26,  from  2  to  3:30 
p.m.,  in  the  Koshland  Room  of  the  San 
Francisco  Foundation  at  225  Bush  Street. 
Call  415-402-2794  to  reserve  a  seat  at 
least  two  days  before  the  seminar. 

Application  guidelines  are  available 
on  the  Creative  Work  Fund’s  web  site  at 
www.creativeworkfund.org',  call  the  num¬ 
ber  above  for  a  printed  call  for  proposals. 
All  letters  of  inquiry  must  be  received  by 
5  p.m.  on  Friday,  Nov.  3. 

Parents  Needed  for 
Homeless  Bunnies 

San  Francisco  Animal  Care  and  Con¬ 
trol  is  searching  for  people  willing  to 
adopt  or  foster  a  pet  rabbit.  This  summer, 
the  organization  received  an  abundance 
of  bunnies,  many  abandoned  by  former 
owners.  In  late  August,  19  homeless  rab¬ 
bits  were  still  living  at  the  ACC  shelter. 

According  to  the  ACC’s  announce¬ 
ment,  Marcy  Schaaf  of  Save  a  Bunny  has 
worked  tirelessly  to  find  permanent 
homes  for  all  of  them.  Thanks  to  her  ef¬ 
forts,  no  rabbits  have  been  euthanized  in 
three  years.  That  could  change,  though, 
unless  more  people  are  willing  to  take  a 
bunny  into  their  home. 

Anyone  wi  1  ling  to  adopt  or  foster  a  rab¬ 
bit  should  call  554-6364.  To  learn  more 
about  bunnies  as  pets,  visit  Schaaf’s  web 
site  at  www.saveabunny.com.  To  visit  the 
rabbits  in  person,  stop  by  Animal  Care  and 
Control,  1200  15th  Street  near  Harrison 
Street.  ACC’s  kennels  are  open  from  noon 
until  6  p.m.  every  day  except  Wednes¬ 
days,  when  they  stay  open  until  7  p.m. 

Freedom  Band  Conductor’s 
Farewell  Show 

Jadine  Louie,  who  has  served  as  artis¬ 
tic  director  and  conductor  of  the  San 
Francisco  Lesbian/Gay  Freedom  Band 
for  more  than  a  decade,  takes  the  podium 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  16,  at  8  p.m.,  for  the 
last  time.  Her  farewell  concert,  titled 
“The  Best  Is  Yet  to  Come,”  will  include 
guest  performances  by  the  San  Francisco 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  and  the  Lesbian/Gay 
Chorus  of  San  Francisco;  guest  soloists 
including  mezzo-soprano  Leslie  Hassberg; 
a  memorabilia  display;  and  a  program  of 
“some  of  the  flashiest  music  ever  written 
for  wind  ensemble,”  performed  by  the 
Lesbian/Gay  Freedom  Band. “It’s  my  last 
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whirl  around  the  block  as  artistic  director 
here,  so  I’m  really  letting  my  imagination 
fly,”  says  Louie.  “Expect  a  program  that 
will  bring  the  house  down.” 

The  concert  takes  place  at  Everett  M  id- 
dle  School  Auditorium,  located  at  450 
Church  Street  near  17th  Street.  Admis¬ 
sion  is  $25,  or  $50  for  preferred  seating. 
For  tickets  or  more  information,  call  4 1 5- 
255-1355  or  visit  www.sflgfb.org. 

University  Welcomes  Folks 
Over  60 

Anyone  over  age  60  is  welcome  to  sign 
up  for  60  Plus  at  San  Francisco  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  a  lifelong  learning  organization. 
Program  activities  begin  in  September,  so 
now’s  the  time  to  join.  Members  meet  on 
campus  twice  a  month  to  hear  speakers  on 
a  wide  range  of  topics,  including  current 
events,  the  arts,  politics,  and  history. 

For  a  small  fee,  participants  can  get  a 
student  ID  card  at  SFSU,  which  allows 
them  access  to  the  university  library  and 
recreational  facilities.  Sixty  Plus  sponsors 
several  small-group  activities,  tours  in¬ 
cluding  day  and  overnight  trips,  discount 
theater  tickets,  and  social  gatherings.  The 
annual  membership  fee  is  $75.  For  more 
information  and  a  membership  applica¬ 
tion,  call  Eileen  Ward  at  415-566-9347. 

Volunteer  at  Botanical  Garden 

Share  a  love  of  the  outdoors  with  oth¬ 
ers  by  volunteering  with  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Botanical  Garden  Society.  Volun¬ 
teers  are  needed  to  lead  garden  tours  at 
Strybing  Arboretum  in  Golden  Gate  Park, 
and  a  12-week  training  session  begins 
Sept.  16.  No  previous  horticultural  expe¬ 
rience  is  required — just  an  interest  in 
learning  some  basic  botany  and  an  ea¬ 
gerness  to  share  that  information  with 
others.  Participants  will  learn  about  ecol¬ 
ogy,  botany,  horticulture,  and  biodiver¬ 
sity,  as  well  as  the  special  features  of  the 
Botanical  Garden’s  collections. 

New  volunteers  are  likely  to  meet  oth¬ 
ers  from  Noe  Valley,  says  Botanical  Gar¬ 
den  Society  representative  Genevieve 
Antaky.  “There  are  many  plant-oriented 
folks  in  that  neighborhood,  as  evidenced 
by  their  many  beautiful  private  gardens, 
and  many  of  those  people  have  found 
their  way  to  us  over  the  years,”  she  says. 

Trainings  take  place  at  the  Botanical 
Garden  at  Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way 
from  9  a.m.  until  1 2:30  p.m.  on  Saturdays 
from  Sept.  16  through  Dec.  9,  excluding 
Thanksgiving  weekend. 

Participants  must  make  a  two-year 
commitment  and  be  willing  to  work  with 
people  of  all  ages  and  backgrounds.  There 
is  an  $85  fee  for  the  training,  but  some 
scholarships  are  available.  Preregistra¬ 
tion  is  required.  For  more  information, 
call  415-661-1316,  ext.  312,  or  visit 
www.sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

Free  Exhibit  Reflects  on  Terror 

Beginning  on  the  fifth  anniversary  of 
Sept.  11,  2001,  Intersection  for  the  Arts 
presents  an  art  exhibit  about  fear.  The  ex¬ 
hibit,  titled  “Terror?”,  runs  Monday,  Sept. 
11,  through  Saturday,  Nov.  11.  The  free 
opening  reception  takes  place  on  Sept.  1 1 
at  6  p.m. 

“Terror?”  is  an  interdisciplinary  pro¬ 
ject  investigating  how  people  experience 
fear  and  how  it  affects  individual  lives. 
The  exhibit  includes  works  on  paper  from 
all  over  the  world.  Organizers  hope  the 
event  will  provide  a  personal  and  collec¬ 
tive  response  to  one  of  the  most  pressing 
issues  of  our  times. 

Intersection  for  the  Arts  is  also  plan¬ 
ning  a  related  film  screening,  readings, 
and  public  discussions  and  performance. 
Intersection  is  located  at  446  Valencia 
Street  near  16th  Street.  Visit  www.thein- 
tersection.org  for  more  information  about 
the  programs.  The  exhibit  is  free  and  the 
gallery  is  open  Wednesday  through  Sat¬ 
urday  from  noon  until  5  p.m.  and  Tues¬ 
days  by  appointment. 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $34  for  3  courses 


COLDWELL  BANKER 


proudly  presents 


EDWARDIAN  CONDO 

4356  -  23rd  Street 

Two  bedroom,  one  bathroom,  first  floor 
Edwardian  condo.  Prepare  meals  in  the  granite 
countered  kitchen  while  hosting  fun-filled  dinner 
parties  in  the  formal  dining  room.  Comfortable 
living  room,  slate  patio  and  landscaped  garden 
as  well  as  stackable  washer  and  dryer  in  unit. 

Offered  at  $699,000 


DOUG  DEVINE 
415.338.0223 


QUEEN  ANNE  VICTORIAN 

988  Guerrero  Street 

Sensational  top  floor  condo.  Featuring  four 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  double  parlor,  huge 
formal  dining  room,  chefs  kitchen  and  one  car 
parking  in  historic  Liberty  Hill  District. 

Offered  at  $950,000 


MARGEL  KAUFMAN 

415.338.0154 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 

2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best ! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 


Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.N oeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebozvie@aol.com 


(Sfy  Prudential 


California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  —  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 
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(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 

After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be  offering 
a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both  bed  & 
breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 

Call 


415-821-0751 


For  Reservations 


'OD 

Now  Featuring 
Men’s  Clothing 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  This  month,  we  introduce  a 
“California/French”  bistro  on  Church 
Street  and  a  submarine  sandwich  shop 
(with  ice  cream)  on  24th  Street. 

Bistro  1689 

1689  Church  Street  (near  29th  Street) 

415-550-8298 

www.bistrol689.com 

Benny  Cheung  knew  what  he  was  do¬ 
ing  when  he  chose  1689  Church  Street 
near  29th  Street  as  the  location  for  his 
new  restaurant.  Bistro  1689.  “It’s  such  a 
nice  neighborhood,”  he  says  enthusiasti¬ 
cally,  “and  we  have  a  lot  of  unique  restau¬ 
rants  on  24th  Street.  Now  this  area  [the 
Church  Street  corridor]  is  developing  too, 
with  new  restaurants  and  changes  in  man¬ 
agement.  It’s  booming.” 

Cheung,  who  lives  in  the  same  block 
as  his  restaurant  but  who  hails  from  Hay¬ 
ward  and  San  Jose,  is  utterly  charmed  by 
Noe  Valley.  “The  J-Church  goes  right 
downtown,  and  it’s  close  to  everything,” 
he  says. 

He  hopes  Bistro  1689,  which  offers 
what  he  calls  “refined  rustic  California/ 
French  cuisine  with  an  emphasis  on  the 
flavors  of  southwest  France,”  will  be  a 
pleasing  addition. 

For  starters,  he  recommends  the  heir¬ 
loom  tomato  salad  with  grilled  peaches, 
basil,  balsamic  vinegar,  and  extra-virgin 
olive  oil,  for  $8.  “Everybody  loves  it,”  he 
says.  Among  the  other  enticements  on  the 
menu,  created  by  Chef  Scott  Drozd,  are 
the  Niman  Ranch  braised  short  ribs,  with 
rosemary  spaetzle,  swiss  chard,  and  green 
bean  salad  ($20);  grilled  lamb  chops  with 
potatoes,  lemon  thyme,  and  caramelized 
fennel  ($24);  and  duck  breast  with  pea 
tendrils  and  shallots  ($20). 

“People  love  the  lavender  honey 
chicken,  too,”  Cheung  notes.  “We  serve 
at  least  10  a  night.” 

The  apple  fritter  with  a  Cointreau 
chestnut  milkshake  ($7)  is  a  popular 
choice  for  dessert,  with  the  chestnut  fla¬ 
vor  providing  a  balance  between  sweet 
and  savory,  says  Cheung.  “People  like  to 
take  it  home.” 

Prices  range  from  moderate  to  indul¬ 
gent.  Appetizers  cost  $5  to  $16,  entrees 
start  at  $17,  and  dessert  prices  run  from 
$6  to  $14.  The  wines  are  in  the  more-af¬ 


Bistro  1689,  which  features  a  blend  of 
French  and  California  cuisine,  is  the 
creation  of  owner  Benny  Cheung  (left)  and 
chef  Scott  Drozd. 


fordable  category,  and  include  an  array  of 
California,  French,  Spanish,  and  Italian 
choices.  Glasses  range  from  $5  to  $7.  The 
least  expensive  bottle  is  a  Spanish 
sparkler  cava  for  $  1 9.  At  the  high  end,  the 
Chateauneuf  Du  Pape,  E.  Guigal  2001, 
sells  for  $65. 

There  is  also  a  fixed-price  menu, 
served  daily  from  5:30  to  6:30  p.m.  For 
$30,  patrons  can  enjoy  soup,  an  appetizer, 
a  choice  of  three  entrees,  dessert,  and  cof¬ 
fee  or  tea. 

Before  he  unveiled  his  restaurant  on 
July  12,  Cheung  spent  six  months  giving 
the  space,  which  formerly  housed  a 
Chinese  restaurant,  a  “major  makeover. 
Everything  is  brand  new — from  the  floor 
to  the  ceiling  to  the  bathroom,”  he  says. 
The  new  interior  displays  the  shimmering 
work  of  modern  pop  artist  Rene  Garcia 
Jr.,  who  works  in  glitter  and  bright  col¬ 
ors.  Wooden  chairs  and  tables,  gold-toned 
walls  adorned  with  mirrors,  and  a  blue 
ceiling  complete  the  sleek  look. 

By  opening  a  restaurant,  Cheung  is  fol¬ 
lowing  a  family  tradition — his  folks  own 
a  restaurant  in  Hong  Kong.  When  asked 
if  he  has  another  job,  Cheung  laughs. 
“I’m  the  full-time  owner,  and  also  the  bar¬ 
tender  and  the  handyman,”  he  says.  “I 
couldn’t  possibly  have  another  job.” 

Bistro  1689  is  open  from  5:30  until 
9:30  p.m.,  on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays, 
Thursdays,  and  Sundays;  hours  extend 
until  10  p.m.  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 
The  restaurant  is  closed  on  Mondays. 

— Erin  O'Briant 


faUER 

DESIGN.com 

Thinking  about 
expanding? 

Thoughts  of  a 
new  kitchen? 

Tired  of  your 
old  bathroom? 


LOU  ANN  BAUER 

. . .  and  see  her  award  winning  designs 


Subs  Inc. 

1300  Castro  Street  at  24th  Street 
415-648-4256 

In  July,  a  sandwich  shop  called  Subs 
Inc.  replaced  Isabella’s  Dessert  and  Ice 
Cream  Cafe,  which  had  held  fast  to  the 
corner  of  Castro  and  24th  streets  for  four 
years.  Owner  Rami  Balat  says  he  had 
been  looking  for  a  restaurant  to  open,  and 
was  thrilled  when  a  friend  pointed  out  that 
Isabella’s  was  for  sale. 

“It’s  a  great  corner  location  with  lots  of 
window  space  and  foot  traffic.  I  was  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  challenge  of  turning  the  place 
around  and  offering  something  new  to  the 
community,”  says  Balat. 

To  give  the  cafe’s  narrow  space  a  new 
look,  Balat,  25,  shortened  the  existing 
counter,  put  in  bar  stools,  replaced  the  tile 
floor  with  bamboo,  and  applied  fresh 
paint  to  the  walls.  The  front  of  the  small 
cafe  is  now  covered  in  a  bold  “macaw  yel¬ 
low,”  while  the  back  room  is  painted  a 
mint  green. 

As  for  the  food,  the  name  says  it  all.  “It 
was  important  that  I  find  a  name  that  sum¬ 
marized  everything  I  do  in  the  simplest 
way  possible,  so  I  felt  just  simply  calling 
the  place  Subs  Inc.  was  appropriate,” 
Balat  says.  His  logo  boasts:  “The  Best 
Subs  in  Town.” 

Customers  have  a  wide  variety  of  sub¬ 
marine  sandwiches  to  choose  from,  avail¬ 
able  on  6-inch  or  9-inch  sweet  white 
bread  rolls.  Standouts  include  Balat’s  fa¬ 
vorite,  the  Godfather — turkey,  pastrami, 
and  corned  beef  ($6.50  or  $7.50) — and 
the  San  Franciscan,  composed  of  roast 
beef  and  turkey  ($5.99  or  $6.99).  There’s 
also  a  tangy  tuna  fish  sandwich,  made 
with  premium  yellowfin,  mustard  and 
mayonnaise. 

For  sides,  look  for  Dirty  Potato  Chips, 
a  gourmet  brand,  and  potato  and  maca¬ 
roni  salads.  Drinks  include  fountain  so¬ 
das,  as  well  as  bottles  of  Orangina,  Snap- 
pie,  and  Stewart’s  sodas.  Balat  hopes  to 
add  some  soups  in  the  future.  “We’re 
starting  off  slowly,”  he  says,  “not  trying 
to  go  crazy  in  the  beginning.” 

But  what  about  ice  cream?  For 
decades,  from  Bud’s  Ice  Cream  to  Rory's 
Twisted  Scoop  to  Isabella’s,  the  comer 
shop  has  been  a  sure  thing  for  cone-seek¬ 
ers.  Well,  fear  not — Subs  Inc.  also  carries 
local  favorite  Mitchell’s  Ice  Cream. 
There  are  16  flavors  on  hand,  and  Balat 


Subs  Inc.  owner  Rami  Balat  (right)  and 
employee  Nael  Khalil  invite  customers  to 
try  “the  best  subs  in  town.” 

Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


assures  Noe  Valleyans  that  they’re  the 
real  deal.  Some  of  the  more  popular  fla¬ 
vors  include  mint  chip,  Oreo  cookie, 
caramel  praline,  dulce  de  leche,  maca- 
puno  (sweet  coconut),  and  chocolate 
caramel  crackle.  Balat  says  he  will  also 
rotate  in  other  flavors  like  mango,  can¬ 
taloupe,  and  grasshopper  pie  (a  decadent 
blend  of  mint,  fudge,  Oreo  cookie,  and 
chocolate  chips). 

Prices  run  $2.25  for  a  kid’s  scoop  and 
$2.75  fora  single.  Sundaes  are  $4.95,  and 
customers  can  take  home  pints  and 
quarts. 

Balat’s  parents  own  Noe  Valley  Deli  on 
24th  and  Noe  streets,  and  he  continues  to 
help  them  out  there.  A  graduate  of  Rior- 
dan  High  School  and  University  of  San 
Francisco,  Balat  has  close  ties  to  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  and  says,  “I  was  practically  raised 
here.” 

He  hopes  Subs  Inc.  will  in  turn  become 
a  haunt  for  neighborhood  youth.  “I’ve  al¬ 
ways  felt  Noe  Valley  needed  a  place  that 
children,  teenagers,  and  young  adults  can 
call  their  own,  so  while  my  place  caters 
to  everyone,  I  want  those  groups  to  call 
Subs  Inc.  ‘my  Noe  Valley  hangout.’” 

Subs  Inc.  is  open  every  day  from  11 
a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

— Olivia  Boler 


San  Francisco:  415.641.4407 
Berkeley:  510.540.5557 
Davis:  530.756.8048 
Sacramento:  916.448.7130 

rikidesign.com 


1286  SANCHEZ  @  26th  SF  415-282-2788 
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Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Desserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$28  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  415-282-4969 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

SF  Chronicle  Top  ioo  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004 


PALM  SPRINGS? 

Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 

§»  Prudential 

California  Realty 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb's  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  *415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


•ATLAS  LANDSCAPES* 

Designers  &  Builders  of  extraordinary  gardens 
Under  the  masterful  eye  of  David  Graham 

Decks 

Retaining  Walls 

Artistic  Fencing 

Water  Features 

Superb  Masonry 
Work 

Drainage  Issues 
Planting 
Lighting 

Please  visit  us:  Atlands.com 

Hot  Tub 

Phone  4 1 5 - 3 80 -0604  installation 

Landscape  &  General  Contractors  Small  Spaces  A 
Ca.  Lie.  #  562324  SPECIALTY 


Thinking  of  Redecorating 


Trust  a  Company  with  10  Years  Experience 


We  come  to  you  and  handle  everything! 
From  design  to  product  selection  to  final 
installation.  We  value  the  Sun  and  your 
Views!  Drapery >  Works!  specializes 
in  ill  window  coverings  including: 

•  Roman  Shades 

•  Custom  Draperies  &  Sheers 

•  Solar  Screens 

•  Silhouette®  Window  Treatments 

•  Custom  Bedding 

•  Luminette®  Privacy  Sheers 

•  Balloon  Shades  &  Tailored  Romans 

•  Wood  Blinds 

•  Fabric  Valances 

•  And  more .... 


Ui>  C.onu'  lo  ion 


drapery  Works! 

HI  415-330-9130 

Serving  San  Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area 


Mention 

ms**-  dm 

this  Ad 

tBSp 

And  Receive 

J 

20%  OFF 

7  J 

Jolyrm  Rodriguez 
Owner 


Light  Enhances  Everything! 


GARAVAG  L I  A • ARCHITECTURE 


Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 

I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 


415.391.9633 

1 

www.garavaglia.com 

l 


Design  within  context  of  our  community 


Acura  BMW  Buick  Chevrolet  Chrysler  Dodge  Ford  GMC 


185  Bayshore  Boulevard 
San  Francisco,  CA  94124 
www .  automotionsf.com 


415.550.2400 


COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE  SERVICE  AND  REPAIR 

~  Foreign  &  Domestic  — 


;  10%  Off  LABOR  '. 

1  bring  this  ad  on  appointment  day  I 

V  ' 


FAMILY 
OWNED 
&  OPERATED 


Engine  Service  &  Repair 
Scheduled  Maintenance 
Computer  Diagnostics 
Oil  Changes 
Brakes 
Tire  Center 


Qfl|OA  angomspio  ubssjn  jqsiqnsjiw  sapaajaw  epzew  snxai 


Take  your  taste  to 
a  different  place... 


(t(@  24th)  4 15.826.0825 
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Pacific  Union  is  the  real  estate  company 
that  makes  a  difference 


♦  Houses  listed  by  Pacific  Union  in  2005  received  the  highest  average  sale 
price  among  the  top  five  real  estate  companies  in  Noe  Valley. 

♦  Pacific  Union  represented  more  buyers  and  sellers  in  the  sale  of  single 
family  homes  in  Noe  Valley  in  2005  than  any  other  real  estate  company. 


♦  Pacific  Union's  Community  Fund  has  donated  over  $500,000  to  non-profit 
organizations  throughout  San  Francisco. 


$599,000.  Corona  Heights. 
Light,  bright  top  floor  I  BR / 

I  BA  condo,  frml  dining, 
hardwood  firs,  updated  bath  & 
I  car  parking.  Don  Woolhouse. 
www.sellingsf.com. 


$1,175,000.  Eureka  Valley. 

3  level  Victorian,  living  room 
w/bay  window,  fireplace  and 
period  detail.  4  BR,  2.5  BA. 
Master  suite  w/views  &  remod¬ 
eled  bath.  Janet  Larson 


Noe  Valley  Grand  Victorian  with 
4  bedrooms,  3  'h  bathrooms.  Me¬ 
ticulously  renovated  and  upgraded 
from  top  to  bottom.  Dennis  Otto. 
www.dennisotto.net.. 


$680,000.  Noe  Valley  urban 
oasis.  2+BR  condo  in  park-like 
garden  settng.  High  ceilings, 
updated  bath.  Near  shops  and 
restaurants.  Don  Woolhouse. 
www.SellingSF.com. 


$2,149,000.  Noe  Valley.  Grand 
Victorian  3  blocks  from 
vibrant  24th  Street.  Beautifully 
remodeled.  Breakfast  room, 
dining  room,  living  room  w / 
BA,  I  car  parking. 
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•  SEPTEMBER  2006  • 


Sept.  1-27:  Sharon  Art  Studio  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  offers  ART  CLASSES 
for  youth  and  adults  beginning  Sept.  28, 
To  register  for  fall  classes  call  753-7004 
or  visit  sharonartstudio.org. 

Sept.  1-28:  "Viva  Pedro"  screens  eight 
PEDRO  ALMODOVAR  films,  with  each 
program  running  one  week:  A  Woman 
on  The  Verge  of  a  Nervous  Breakdown 
(9/1 ).  All  About  My  Mother/Talk  to 
Her/Flower  of  My  Secret  (9/8),  Live 
Flesh/Law  of  Desire/Bad  Education 
(9/15),  Matador  (9/22).  Castro  Theater, 
429  Castro  St.  Call  621 -61 20  for  show 
times. 

Sept.  1-29:  The  Mission  Cultural 
Center  hosts  an  art  exhibit,  “ENCUEN- 
TROS:  Exploring  the  Theme  of  Identity.” 
Tues.-Sat.,  10  am.-5  pm.  2868  Mission 
St.  643-5001. 

Sept.  1-30:  The  NOE  STROLLS  "play¬ 
group  on  wheels”  departs  Holey  Bagel 
on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  11  am. 
3872  24th  St.  www.noestrolls.com. 

Sept.  1-30:  City  Guides  gives  free 
WALKING  TOURS,  including  ”1 906- 
Phoenix  Rising"  (1st  &  3rd  Wednesdays 
&  1st,  3rd  &  5th  Saturdays),  1  pm.  Meet 
at  the  iron  gates  at  Franklin  &  Fulton. 
557-4266;  www.cityguides.org. 

Sept.  1-30:  Chris  Sequeira  leads 
classes  in  TAI  CHI.  Mon.  &  Tues.,  6  pm, 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  For  the  location  of  10:15 
am  Wed.  &  Fri.  classes,  call  773-8185 
or  650-756-6857. 

Sept.  1-30:  A  variety  of  bands  play 
Afro-Cuban  salsa,  Latin  funk,  samba, 
hip-hop,  and  reggae  nightly  at  the  ELBO 
ROOM.  9  pm.  647  Valencia  St.  552- 
7788;  www.elbo.com. 


Sept.  1-30:  The  Noe  Valley  SENIOR 
CENTER  serves  hot  lunches  for  people 
over  60,  weekdays,  12:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-1030. 

Sept.  1-30:  After-school  ART 
CLASSES  at  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
include  mask,  costume,  and  jewelry 
creation  for  kids  ages  5  to  10.  Tues.  & 
Thurs.,  3:30-5:30  pm.  348  Precita  Ave. 
285-2311. 

Sept.  1-30:  Precita  Eyes  leads  MIS¬ 
SION  TRAIL  MURAL  WALKS  at  11  am 
and  1 :30  pm  Saturdays  and  Sundays  in 
September.  Meet  at  Cafe  Venice,  3325 
24th  St.,  for  11  am  tours  on  Saturdays. 
Meet  at  2981  24th  St.  at  Harrison  for  all 
other  tours.  285-2287. 


“Beachtwisted"  is  a  photo  by  Noe  Valley 
resident  Angelika  Schilli,  which  will  be  part  of 
the  Calumet  Gallery's  "All  Over  the  Map" 
show  Sept.  16-30. 

Sept.  1-  Oct.  7:  Sixteen  photogra¬ 
phers  exhibit  their  work  in  “Light  & 
Motion,"  a  PHOTOGRAPHY  show  at 
Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts. 
Reception  Sept.  1 , 7-9  pm..  2868  Mis¬ 
sion;  www.missionculturalcenter.org. 

Sept.  2  &  16:  Bring  a  blanket  and  a 
picnic  dinner  to  Bernal  Heights'  OUT¬ 
DOOR  CINEMA  for  free  screenings  by 
local  filmmakers.  Sept.  2  at  Bernal 
Heights  Park;  Sept.  16  at  Bernal  Play¬ 
ground.  7-10  pm.  641-8417; 
www.  bhoutdoorcine.  org. 


Sept.  2-24:  Free  SHAKESPEARE  IN 
THE  PARK  performs  The  Tempest.  Sat., 
7:30  pm;  Sun.  and  Labor  Day,  2:30  pm. 
The  Lawn  at  the  Presidio  Post  Parade 
Ground.  865-4434;  www.sfshakes.org. 

Sept.  3:  Rocket  Dog  Rescue  has  PUPS 
who  need  homes.  Come  see  them  from 
noon  to  4  pm  in  front  of  Zephyr  Real 
Estate,  4040  24th  St.  642-4786. 

Sept.  3  &  17:  The  S.F.  Botanical  Gar¬ 
den  offers  a  free  FAMILY  WALK  at  1 1 
am,  preceded  by  story  time  at  10:30  am. 
Golden  Gate  Park,  9th  Avenue  &  Lin¬ 
coln  Way.  661-1316. 

Sept.  4  &  6:  Theater  39  screens  Judy 
Irving's  award-winning  DOCUMENTARY 
The  Wild  Parrots  of  Telegraph  Hill.  2 
pm.  Pier  39,  Beach  &  Embarcadero. 
433-3939. 

Sept.  4:  Learn  to  SALSA  DANCE  in 
classes  at  the  Pick  Ballroom.  7:00-8:30 
pm.  380  18th  Ave.  877-507-3403; 
www.DanceSF.com. 

Sept.  5:  The  SPCA  offers  a  free  PET 
LOSS  support  group.  7:30-9  pm.  2500 
16th  St.  554-3050. 

Sept.  5, 12  &  19:  Librarians  from  the 
Noe  Valley  Library  present  LAPSITS  for 
babies  and  toddlers  at  10:15  am,  and 
preschool  STORY  TIME  at  1 1  am  on 
Tuesdays.  Bethany  UMC,  1268  Sanchez 
St.  647-8393. 

Sept  5-24:  The  Kadampa  Buddhist 
Temple  offers  introductory  BUDDHIST 
MEDITATION  classes.  Tues.,  7-8:30 
pm;  Sun.,  10-11:30  am.  3324 17th  St. 
503-1187. 

Sept.  6:  Author  Samantha  King  dis¬ 
cusses  her  book  Pink  Ribbons,  Inc.: 
BREAST  CANCER  and  the  Politics  of 
Philanthropy.  7:30  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 


Sept.  6-17:  The  San  Francisco 
FRINGE  FESTIVAL  includes  non-juried 
and  uncensored  experimental  theater 
pieces  at  the  Exit  Theater  and  other 
downtown  venues.  For  a  schedule: 
www.sffringe.org. 

Sept.  6-27:  Check  out  some  reading 
material  at  the  S.F.  Library's  BOOK¬ 
MOBILE,  parked  at  665  Elizabeth  St., 
between  Castro  and  Diamond.  Mon.  & 
Wed.,  10:30  am-1  pm.  557-4353. 

Sept.  7:  Bring  your  (flat)  dancing 
shoes  to  SCOTTISH  COUNTRY  DANC¬ 
ING’S  free  introductory  party,  with  live 
music.  8  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  333-9372. 

Sept.  7-9:  COUNTERPULSE  Artists  in 
Residence  presents  “Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion”  and  "Fish  and  Chips,”  new  perfor¬ 
mances  by  EmSpace  Dance  and  Eat 
Cake  Productions.  8  pm.  1310  Mission 
St.  435-7552;  www.counterputse.org 

Sept.  9:  Watch  maritime  history  come 
to  life  at  the  FESTIVAL  OF  THE  SEA,  a 
free  funfest  of  music,  storytelling,  kids' 
activities,  maritime  crafts,  and  ship 
tours.  10  am-5  pm.  San  Francisco  Mar¬ 
itime  Park,  Hyde  Street  Pier.  561-7123. 

Sept.  9:  The  third  annual  Noe  Valley 
MUSIC  IN  THE  PARK  features  live 
music  by  the  bands  Playdate,  the 
Jakes,  and  the  San  Francisco  School  of 
Rock,  a  jumpy  tent,  and  refreshments,  to 
benefit  renovation  of  the  park.  11  am-3 
pm.  Noe  Courts  Park,  24th  &  Douglass. 
For  info,  call  699-5435  or  e-mail 
Andrew  Keeler  at  ak@keelerkom.com. 

Sept.  9:  The  free  eighth  annual 
POWER  TO  THE  PEACEFUL  FESTIVAL 
features  a  concert  in  Golden  Gate  Park’s 
Speedway  Meadows.  11  am-5  pm.  865- 
2170;  wm.powertothepeacefut.org. 


Sept.  9:  Sample  a  variety  of  local 
microbrewed  beer  at  the  third  annual 
BREWS  ON  THE  BAY.  Noon-4:30  pm. 
S.S.  Jeremiah  O'Brien,  Pier  45,  Fisher¬ 
man’s  Wharf.  For  tickets  call  398-2678; 
www.sfbrewersguitd.  org. 

Sept  9:  Hitchcock's  thriller  The  Birds 
will  be  shown  outdoors  at  Union 
Square,  as  part  of  the  PARK  FILM  series 
sponsored  by  the  S.F.  Neighborhood 
Theater  Foundation.  8  pm. 
www.sfntf.org. 

Sept.  9  &  10:  The  San  Francisco 
ZINEFEST  features  over  60  small  press 
vendors  and  workshops  for  independent 
publishers.  10  am-5  pm.  CELLspace, 
2050  Bryant  St.  www.sfzinefest.com. 

Sept.  9  &  19:  Authors  and  literacy 
advocates  Rosemary  Wells  and  Jim  Re¬ 
lease  will  discuss  the  importance  of 
READING  to  children.  Wells  will  lecture 
on  Sept.  9  at  1 1  am;  Trelease  at  6:30  pm 
on  Sept.  19.  Main  Library,  Koret  Audito¬ 
rium,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4277. 

Sept.  10:  Animal  Care  and  Control 
offers  a  RABIES  VACCINE  Clinic  from 
10  am  to  1  pm.  1200  15th  Street. 
554-6364. 

Sept.  10:  San  Francisco  OPERA  IN 
THE  PARK  features  operatic  excerpts 
and  arias  performed  by  artists  in  current 
productions.  1:30  pm.  Sharon  Meadow, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  www.sfopera.com. 

Sept.  10:  PFLAG  Support  Group  holds 
a  discussion  about  the  National  AIDS 
Memorial  Grove,  led  by  Jack  Porter.  2-4 
pm.  St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152 
Church  St.  921-8850. 

Sept.  10:  “BAR-BE-QUE  BY  THE 
BAY!”  is  a  benefit  for  Lyon  Martin 
Women's  Health  Services.  2-6  pm.  Log 
Cabin  in  the  Presidio  (Building  1299). 
901-7104. 


Friends  of  Noe  Valley  &  San  Francisco  Parks  Trust 

present 


..  Ml/S/C 

Saturday,  Sept.  9 

11am  to  3pm 

Noe  Courts  Park 

24th  Street  @  Douglas 
Live  Music  For  the  Whole  Family  Featuring: 

PLAYDATE  •  THE  JAKES •  SCHOOL  OF  ROCK 

Jumpy  House  &  Balloons  for  the  Kids 
Food  and  Drinks  Available 
Treats  for  Dogs 

All  Proceeds  benefit  the  renovation  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 
Special  Thanks  to:  Aidells,  Friends  of  Noe  Courts  &  Noe  Valley  Pet  Co 


www.FriendsOfNoeValley.com 


INTIMATE,  SIMPLE  AND 
UNDENIABLY  GLOBAL 


|  menus  and  more  visit  pomelosf.com 


outer  noe  valley 

1793  church  street  san  francisco  ca  94131  /  415  285  2257 
brunch:  Saturday  and  Sunday  10:00  -  2:30  • 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

inner  sunset 

92  judah  street  san  francisco  ca  94122  /  415  731  6175 
lunch:  monday  to  friday  1 1 :30  -  2:00 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

pomelo 

-L  REFRESHINGLY  GLOBAL 
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Proceeds  benefit  St.  Philip  School 
Teaching  Grades  K  -  8  since  1925 
For  school  information  and  tours  call 
415-824-8467 


real  people 
real  service 
real  style 
real  knowledge 
real  mission 
real  estate 
real  vanguard 

VANGUARD  PROPERTIES 

always  in  the  forefront... 

Luis  Gervasi 

415.867.3372 

luis@vanguardsf.com 

www.vanguardsf.com 

Always  there  for  you 


Read  October 

If  all  goes  as  planned,  the  next 
issue  of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  will 
hit  Noe  Valley  doorsteps  by  Oct.  1 . 
The  deadline  for  your  calendar 
items  is  Sept.  15.  Send  e-mails  to 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. 

Or  you  may  write  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114.  Noe  Valley  events  take 
priority,  but  we  try  to  squeeze  in  as 
many  other  nuggets  as  possible. 


_ St  Philip  Parish _ 

Annual  Festival 


•  CALENDAR • 


A  Noe  Valley  Tradition 


t 

Fun  for  All  Ages 

~  Games,  Shows,  Food,  Bingo  ~ 


Free  Admission 
24th  &  Diamond  Streets 
Sat  &  Sun ,  Sept  23  &  24 
10  am  to  6  pm 


Sept.  11:  IN  MEMORIAM  9/11,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Odd  Mondays  Series,  fea¬ 
tures  music,  meditation,  and 
inspirational  remarks,  hosted  by  Rev. 
Keenan  Kelsey  of  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  with  Ifthekhar  Hai  of  the  Islamic 
Society  and  Rabbi  Julie  Saxe-Taller  of 
Temple  Sherith  Israel.  7  pm  program  at 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.; 
5:30  pm  no-host  supper  at  Noe  Valley 
Pizza,  24th  &  Sanchez.  282-0669. 

Sept.  11-Nov.  11;  "TERROR?"  is  an 
exhibition  of  works  on  paper  from 
around  the  world,  addressing  how  fear 
affects  our  lives.  Opening  reception 
Sept.  11, 6  pm.  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia  St.  www.terror@theinter- 
section.org. 

Sept.  13:  The  10th  ANNIVERSARY 
GALA  benefit  for  the  San  Francisco 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council  features 
an  appearance  by  Mayor  Gavin  New¬ 
som.  6-9  pm.  Mountain  Lake  Park.  For 
tickets:  821  -9693;  npc@cbcsanfran- 
cisco.com. 

Sept.  13:  Award-winning  scientist/ 
environmentalist  JAMES  LOVELOCK 
discusses  his  latest  book,  The  Revenge 
of  Gaia.  8  pm.  Jewish  Community  Cen¬ 
ter,  3200  California  St.  321-8000. 

Sept.  14:  St.  Luke's  Hospital  holds  a 
VOLUNTEER  orientation  the  second 
Thursday  of  the  month.  3-5  pm.  3555 
Cesar  Chavez  St.  641-6538. 

Sept.  15, 16  &  17:  COMPANY 
MECANIQUE  dance  theater  performs 
"Take  Me  With  You."  Fri.-Sat.,  8  pm; 
Sun.,  7  pm.  Dance  Mission,  3316  24th 
St.  273-4633. 

Sept.  15, 16  &  17:  Eleven  teams  of 
dancers,  composers,  and  musicians 
perform  in  Collaboration!  DANCE  & 
MUSIC.  Fri.  &  Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  2  pm. 
Cowell  Theater,  Fort  Mason.  345-7575. 


Company  Mecanique  Dance  Theater  presents 
“Take  Me  With  You"  at  Dance  Mission  Theater 
Sept.  15-17.  Photo  of  Julie  Sheetz  and  Mair 
Culbreth  by  Andy  Mogg. 


Sept.  16:  The  San  Francisco  Center  for 
the  Book  hosts  the  third  annual  Road¬ 
works,  Steamroller  Prints  STREET  FAIR. 
10  am-4  pm.  De  Haro  between  16th  & 
17th.  565-0545. 

Sept.  16:  Bring  that  fabulous  voice 
and  those  tappin'  toes  to  Beach  Blanket 
Babylon  AUDITIONS.  Noon.  Club 
Fugazi,  678  Beach  Blanket  Babylon 
Blvd.  (Green  St.).  Auditions@beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 

Sept.  16-30:  The  Bay  Area  Photogra¬ 
phers  Collective  (BAPC)  hosts  a 
GALLERY  OPENING  and  exhibit  called 
“All  Over  the  Map,”  featuring  works  by 
21  photographers  including  Noe  Val¬ 
ley's  Angelika  Schilli.  2-4  pm.  Calumet 
Gallery,  2001  Bryant  St.  643-9275. 


Sept.  16:  "The  Best  Is  Yet  to  Come," 
San  Francisco  Lesbian/Gay  Freedom 
Band  Director  Jadine  Louie's 
FAREWELL  CONCERT,  features  music 
by  the  band,  special  guests,  and  home 
movies.  8  pm.  Everett  Middle  School 
Auditorium,  450  Church  St.  255-1355. 

Sept.  16  &  30:  Try  your  hand  at 
BOOKMAKING  at  the  Randall  Museum, 
1-4  pm  Sept.  16.  Also  make  your  own 
MINI  SPACE  SHUTTLE  that  really  flies, 
1-4  pm  Sept.  30. 199  Museum  Way. 
554-9600;  www.randallmuseum.org. 

Sept.  1 6-30:  The  California  Academy 
of  Sciences  exhibits  “DINOSAURS: 
Ancient  Fossils,  New  Discoveries."  875 
Howard  St.  321-8000. 

Sept.  18:  Church  Street  merchants 
gather  for  a  meeting  of  their  new  associ¬ 
ation  CHURCH  STREET  BUSINESS. 

6:30  p.m.  Fattoush  Restaurant,  1361 
Church  St.  Contact  Paula  Benton  at 
bentonp@sprynet.  com. 

Sept.  20:  Those  who  wish  to  care  for 
children  in  their  home  are  invited  to  a 
free  CHILDCARE  LICENSING  orienta¬ 
tion  at  the  Children's  Council.  Orienta¬ 
tion,  9-11:30  am;  workshop,  12:30-3:30 
pm.  445  Church  St.  343-3333. 

Sept.  20:  The  San  Francisco  AMA¬ 
TEUR  ASTRONOMERS'  Lecture  Series 
features  “Catching  Stardust,”  with  guest 
speaker  Scott  Sandford  from  NASA’s 
Ames  Research  Center.  8  pm.  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9600. 

Sept.  21:  The  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
hosts  a  DISCUSSION,  “What's  Wrong 
with  Noe  Valley?"  7:30  pm,  St.  Philip's 
Church  Parish  Hall,  Diamond  between 
24th  &  Elizabeth.  E-mail  Richard  May, 
rambooks@pacbell.net. 

Sept.  21:  BALLROOM  DANCE 
CLASSES  for  couples.  Forest  Hill 


Christian  Church,  250  Laguna  Honda 
Blvd.  For  reservations,  661-2746. 

Sept.  22  &  24:  Vocal  group  CHANTI¬ 
CLEER  performs  “Quotations,”  new 
choral  music  by  contemporary  com¬ 
posers.  Terra  Art  Gallery,  511  Harrison 
St.  Fri.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  7  pm.  252-8589. 

Sept.  23:  A  treasure  and  RUMMAGE 
SALE  benefiting  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  runs  from  8  am  to  1 
pm.  1268  Sanchez  Street.  647-8393 

Sept.  24:  The  FOLSOM  STREET  FAIR 
features  arts  and  crafts,  refreshments, 
live  entertainment,  dance  parties. 
www.  tolsomstreetfair.  com. 

Sept.  24:  Explore  the  secret  spots  of 
Golden  Gate  Park  after  dark  on  “NIGHT 
RIDE:  The  Park  in  the  Dark."  7  pm.  Meet 
at  the  Panhandle  Statue  at  Fell  and 
Baker,  www.sfbike.org/nightrides. 

Sept.  25:  Ten-week  after-school 
classes  in  theater,  music,  dance  and 
stagecraft  begin  at  MARSH  YOUTH 
THEATER.  1062  Valencia  St.  826-5750; 
www.themarsh.org. 

Sept.  26:  Learn  about  SMALL 
CLAIMS  court  at  a  free  advice  clinic 
offered  by  New  College  School  of  Law. 
10  am.  Civic  Center  Courthouse,  400 
McAllister  St.  241-1300. 

Sept.  27:  The  Noe  Valley  MER¬ 
CHANTS  and  Professionals  Association 
convenes  at  9  am  at  the  Bank  of  Amer¬ 
ica  on  24th.  teresa@wardrobe911.com. 

Sept.  27:  The  kids  are  welcome  at 
Peekabootique's  PARENTS'  NIGHT,  fea¬ 
turing  music  and  drinks.  5:30-8:30  pm. 
1306  Castro  St.  641-6192. 

Sept.  28:  The  UPPER  NOE  NEIGH¬ 
BORS  meets  at  7:30  pm  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  30th  Street  Senior  Center. 
225  30th  St.  285-0473. 


Sept.  28-0ct.  1:  Stock  your  library  at 
the  42nd  annual  BIG  BOOK  SALE,  to 
benefit  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library.  Thurs.-Sat.,  10  am-8  pm.: 

Sun. ,10  am-6  pm.  Festival  Pavilion  at 
Fort  Mason  Center.  626-7500. 

Sept.  29:  City  College  offers  a  free 
weekly  older  adults  support  group,  this 
week  featuring  the  video  "ARTHRITIS:  A 
Natural  Approach"  9:30  am-noon.  The 
Sequoias,  1501  Post  St.  551-1122. 

Sept.  30:  Get  your  garden  ready  for 
the  coming  seasons  at  a  FALL  GAR¬ 
DENING  primer.  10  am-noon.  Garden 
for  the  Environment,  Seventh  Avenue  & 
Lawton.  731-5627 

Sept.  30:  Come  hear  Tango  No.  9, 
with  the  TANGO  DANCING  of  Christy 
Cote,  Chelsea  Eng  &  Moti  Buchboot. 
8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238;  www.noevalley- 
musicseries.com. 

Sept.  30:  Bring  a  blanket,  a  chair,  and 
your  last  nerve  to  the  “Film  in  the  Fog" 
screening  of  the  classic  horror  film 
ThernlSm  FRANCISCO  INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL  FILM  FESTIVAL.  Main  Post 
Theater,  The  Presidio,  99  Moraga  Ave. 
561-5500;  www.presidio.gov. 


32  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  September  2006 


DENNIS  OTTO 


Trusted  Advisor 


Skilled  Negotiator 
Expert  Facilitator 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estate 

Dennis  Otto 

415-345-2570 

dotto@pacunion.com 


Villas  Parkmerced  with  spectacular  lake  and 

ocean  views  and  large 

-r-  ,  ,  ,  living  spaces.  One,  two, 

Tower  and  garden  apartments  for  rent  in  and  three  bedroom 

apartment  homes 

San  Francisco  just  steps  from  the  Muni.  now  available. 

877-849-5 1 86  www.villasparkmerced.com 


Santa  Cruz  Columbia  Gorge 

Organic  Peanut  Organic  Juice  Blends 

°  16  oz. -reg  2.99 +CRV 

ButterS  Mongo  CoSo  <0  AQ 

3  var'e  es  Blackberry  Blend 

Strawberry  Banana 


16  oz.  -reg  4.99 

$3.99 


Clover  Dairy 


CLOVER 


MILK 


Organic  Milk 
Half  -  Gallons 

64  oz.  -reg  3.89 

$3.59 


Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Large 
Brown  Eggs 

cage-free  -  dozen  -reg  4.19 


wallaby* 

ORGANIC  7 


Crystal  Geyser 

Sparkling  Mineral  Waters 


all  flavors 
1.25  liter  -reg  1.19  +CRV 


Organic 

Chocolate  Milk  I 

32  oz.  -reg  2.79  C 

$2.39 


Organic 

Yogurt  899 


$3.79  4  for  $3 


899 


for  Qoodr.ess  gakc 


CLOVER 


new  packaging 
all  flavors 
6  oz  -reg  1 .09 


J&yERcfl 


Cottage  Cheese 


all  varieties 
16  oz.  -reg  2.49 


$1.99 


Sale  Prices  effective 
September  1  -  17,  2006 


Free  Parking 


Across  the  Street 


In  our  Very  Own 


Parking  Lot  ! 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Organic  Juices 

select  varieties 
32  oz.  -reg  3.79  +CRV 

2  for  $5 

Just  Juices 

Concord  Grape  A  a  qq 
Red  Tart  Cherry  VV'77 

32  oz.  -reg  5.69  +CRV 

Cranberry 

Blueberry  $4.99 

Pomegranate  Y 

32  oz,  -reg  7.69  +CRV 


Store  Hours: 
8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 
Every  Day! 


We  Accept 

ATM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  A  Visa 
Cash  A  Checks 


Wallaby 

Organic  Lowfat  Yogurt 


all  flavors 
6  oz.  -reg  1.15 


Lundberg  Farms 

Organic  Rice  Cakes 

all  varieties  „  „  -  , 

8-io  oz.  reg  2.89  Ben  &  Jerry  s 

Ice  Cream 

16  oz.  -reg  3.99 


'  yje..  i  cy 

3  for  $6 


Raincoast  Trading  C. 

Smoked  Wild  ( 

Sockeye  Salmon 

4  oz  -reg  7,99 

$5.99 


r® ql 

0FVt> 


2  for  $5 

Capricorn  Coffee 

•z.  Organic  Dark 


French  Coffee  Beans 


BULK  -reg  8.49  lb. 


$5.99  lb. 


ATM 


Elec.  Food  Stamps  A  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco^  941 10 
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Noe  Valley  Faces 


joe@  JaffaOrangePhoto.com 


Like  a  sculptor  with  a  chisel,  Walker  Brents  III  writes  his  poetry  in  longhand, 
letter  by  letter,  word  by  word.  "Language  is  the  gift  of  the  gods,"  he  says.  "Shaping 
language  to  thought  is  the  work  of  human  beings."  He  has  stacks  of  black  notebooks 
crammed  with  his  thoughts,  dreams,  and  journal  entries.  He  enjoys  the  mischievous 
interplay  between  illusion  and  reality,  what  he  calls  "the  right  and  left  hands  of  being." 

Originally  from  Texas,  Brents  came  to  the  Bay  Area  in  1983  and  settled  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  in  1 99 1 .  He  met  his  wife  Joyce  within  a  week  of  moving  to  San  Francisco,  while 
working  for  the  Jesuit  Volunteer  Corps.  He  is  47  and  currently  living  on  28th  Street. 


There  are  many  beneficiaries  of  Brents'  scribbles  on  life,  truth,  and  beauty.  He 
teaches  and  tells  stories  to  the  students  at  Berkwood  Hedge,  a  private  K-5  school  in 
Berkeley.  At  the  Asian  Art  Museum,  Brents  performs  "poetic  improvisations" — the 
retelling  of  myths  and  stories  from  Hindu,  Chinese,  and  Arabic  cultures.  He  also  gives 
monthly  readings  and  lectures  at  Bird  &  Beckett  Books  &  Records  in  Glen  Park. 

A  few  lines  from  his  poem  "Mercy's  Mirror”:  If  mercy  is  a  mirrorjtiger  tiger  burning 
bright,/for  every  tooth  and  every  claw/there  corresponds  a  painted  stripe/and  we  can  read 
such  signs  lout  of  depths  of  night  and  day, I  for  mercy  is  a  mirror  I  and  a  lamp  amidst  our  clay. 

Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 
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WHETHER  YOU  ARE  ON  A  HILL  OR  IN  THE  VALLEY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  HendeC  Handle  It 


DattieC  HendeC Real  Estate  Agent 
Top  Producer  -  President's  Elite  -  Top  4  %  Internationally 

(415)  338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 

Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDUJetL 
BANKjSR  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 


Qt 


(415) 

282-0919 


1500 

Church  Street 


Martha 

^jBros. 


COFFEECOMPANY 


We  Roast  Our  Own ! 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C‘0»E»F»E»E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8  pan. 

Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 


SINCE 


19  8  7 


3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648- 1 1 66 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


Free  Bag  of 

40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

With  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

September  only,  with  this  ad 


zi  pears 

live  in  your  neighborhood 


For 


or  play 


so®©®**®#* 


Drive  Zipcars  by  the  hour  or  day  —  from  $7. 50/hr. 
Gas,  reserved  parking,  insurance  and  plenty 
of  free  miles  included. 


Get  $55  FREE  driving 
at  zipcar.com/noe 


wheels  when  you  want  them 


\ 

garden  design 

by  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 

- ® - - - 

1  will  spend  a  few  hours  with 
you  and  your  garden-to-be  and 
provide  the  elements  of  a 
professionally  designed  garden- 

_ cfeanna.  glory 

^  LANDSCAPE  I 

on-the-spot. garden  design 
in  just  one  visit 

- - - 

on-the-spot,  garden  design 

•  Balance  and  unity  , 

•  Space  and  scale 

•  Symmetry  &  proportion 

•  Color,  light,  shade,  texture 

C  ^ (fully  documented  design  also  available) 

/  415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.  glory  design .  com 

1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 


May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 


“BACK  TO  “SHUL  NIGHT” 
AT  CONGREGATION 
SHA'AR  ZAHAV 
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High  Holidays  5767 

ROSH  HASHANAH 

Friday,  Sept.  22,  2006  •  7:30  pm  -  Ma’ariv  (ticket  required) 

Saturday,  Sept.  23,  2006 

930  am  -  Shacharit  &  Musaf 

2:00  pm  -  Tashlich  picnic  -  Crissy  Field 

3:00  pm  -  Tashlich  service  -  Crissy  Field 

Sunday,  Sept.  24,  2006 

9:30  am  -  Shacharit  &  Musaf  -  at  Sha'ar  Zahav  (290  Dolores) 

YOM  KIPPUR 

Sunday,  Oct.  1,  2006  •  7:30  pm  -  Kol  Nidre  (ticket  required) 

Monday,  Oct.  2,  2006 

9:30  am  -  Shacharit  &  Musaf 

3:30  pm  -  Mincha 

4:30  pm  -  Reading  of  Names 

5:45  pm  -  Yizkor  &  Neilah  (ticket  required) 

All  services  are  held  at  the  Fferbst  Theatre,  401  Van  Ness 

(at  McAllister)  unless  otherwise  noted. 


Learn  more  about  the  fabulous, 
friendly  and  fun  members  of  CSZ! 

Saturday,  September  9th  at  7  pm 
290  Dolores  Street  (at  16th  St.) 

San  Francisco 


CONGREGATION  SHA'AR  ZAHAV 

A  Progressive ,  Reform  Synagogue  Embracing 
a  Diversity  of  Sexual  and  Gender  Identities 

For  tickets:  415-861-6932  •  www.shaarzahav.org 


During  the  High  Holidays 
the  Doors  of  Heaven 

jf*  >■,  v:*-  '■■■■-'  '-'V  '  , ' ' 

are  Open  to  All... 


So 


All  Are  Welcome!  No  Me  mbership  or  Tickets 
Hebrew/English  prayer  book,  explanations  throughout 
the  service  song  &  inspiring  prayer,  friendly 
atmosphere,  user-friendly  service,  This  service  is 
geared  to  all  levels  and  backgrounds. 

ROSH  HASHANAH 

Fri.  Sept.  22  -  6:45pm 
(Dinner  8:00pm  $25  must  RSVP) 

Sat  Sept.  23  -  10am  &  7pm 
Sun.  Sept.  24  -  10am 
Shofar  (Sunday)  -  11:30am 

YOM  KIPPUR 

Sun.  Oct.  1  Kol  Nidrai  -  6:45pm 
(Fast  starts  -  6:35pm) 

Monday  Oct.  2  -  10:00am 
Yizkor  memorial  Service  12:15 
Neilah  closing  service  5:00pm 
Break-fast  &  Fast  ends  at  7:30pm 

For  location  and  more  information  please  call  415-821-7046  or 
Email  rabbi@chabadnoevalley.org  www.chabadnoevalley.org 


HI  This  High  Holy  Day  Season 


Slip  into  something  comfortable. 

Whether  you  like  to  study  in  groups  or  prefer  to  atone  alone,  you'll 
immediately  feel  at  home  in  our  hamische  community.  This  year, 
daven  with  the  city's  most  comfortable  conservative  congregation. 
Whatever  size  your  Judaism  is,  B'nai  Emunah  is  the  right  fit. 

Erev  Rosh  Ha-Shanah 

Friday  September  22nd,  8:00pm 

Rosh  Ha-Shanah,  First  Day 

Saturday,  September  23rd,  8:30am  Youth  Services  10:00am 

Rosh  Ha-Shanah,  Second  Day 

Sunday,  September  24th,  8:30am  Youth  Services  10:00am 
Then  Tashlikh  Services  on  the  beach  (just  a  short  walk  away) 

Kol  Nidre 

Sunday  October  1st,  6:30pm 

Yom  Kippur 

Monday,  October  2nd,  9:00am  Youth  Services  11:00am 
Ask  about  our  end  of  the  day  "Break  the  Fast" 


Congregation  B'nai  Emunah 

3595  Taraval  St.  (  at  46th  avenue  )  SF,  CA  94116 
tickets  &  info:  415.664.7373  or  www.sfbnaiemunah.org 


YOUR 

JUDAISM 

GROWS 

HERE 
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Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Might  Is  Family  Night! 

CP  Kids 

683  Chenery  Street  In  GFen  Farfe  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 
www.  chenerypark.  com 


YOUR  STORY  STARTS  HERE. 


* 

o 


paragraph 

*  men  •  WOMEN  .  KIDS 

CLOTHING  .  ACCESSORIES  .  HOUSEWARES 


654  CHENERY  STREET 

(9  block.  1mm  «i*»  ***»<  *>*«*“  DU*°**  ‘ 

415.239.7800 

Hour.-.  Tue.-Fri  U-.lOp^-Vpm  Sat-Sun  tSpn-Spi. 

www .  pars  graph®  £  •  cost 


len  Park 

* 

EIG 


B. 

Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 

Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 

without  the  fear.” 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 


Bird  &  j/ 
Beckett  A |\ 
Books 

&  Records 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  OF  EVERY  MONTH  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


Our  Coffee 
Beans  are 
Roasted  Fresh 
Daily! 


cape  ten* 


$2.00  off  on 

next  purchase  of 
coffee  beans  1  lb.  or  more 


RATED  TOP  10 

San  Francisco's  Best  Espresso 
by  Coffeeratings.com 


2885  Diamond  St.  •  S.F.  •  CA  94131  •  415.585.345 7 

Across  from  the  Glen  Park  Bart  Station 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  6:00-6:30  Sat.  7:30-6:00  Sun.  8:00-5:00 


May  not  be  combined  with  other  coupons  or  discounts. 
Original  coupon  must  be  redeemed  at  time  of  purchase. 

One  coupon  per  purchase,  per  offer. 

Void  if  copied,  transferred,  and  where  prohibited  by  law. 
Any  other  use  constitutes  fraud.  Not  redeemable  for  cosh. 
Expired  on  December  3 1 ,  2006. 


BART! 


2885  Diamond  St. 


CITI 


CAFE  BELLO 


a  BUY/SELL/TRADE  children’s  boutique 


Gently  used 
children's  clothing, 
toys,  DVDs,  maternity, 
and  carriers.  We  also 
feature  hip,  new  gifts 
for  the  urban  child. 


648  Chenery  in 
the  Glen  Park  Village 
415.239.9534 
glenparkbug@mac.com 
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Fourth  Woman  Pastor 
Leads  a  Revitalized 
Bethany  Church 

By  Lee  Swain 

The  United  Methodist  Church  gave 
women  full  clergy  rights  50  years 
ago.  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church, 
at  Clipper  and  Sanchez  streets,  has  re¬ 
cently  welcomed  the  fourth  woman  pas¬ 
tor  in  its  history. 

She  is  the  Rev.  Lauren  Chaffee,  a  sin¬ 
gle  mom  who  just  moved  into  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  with  her  20-year-old  son,  Justin.  Ex¬ 
pect  to  see  her  walking  her  two  dogs 
around  the  neighborhood. 

And  expect  to  see  Bethany  UMC  stay 
in  Noe  Valley.  Bethany,  which  was 
granted  United  Methodist  property  in  the 
Castro  nine  years  ago  and  was  intending 
to  build  there,  is  now  set  on  staying  where 
it  is.  The  church  has  already  contracted 
with  an  architect,  John  Goldman,  to  start 
work  on  renovation  plans.  Goldman  is 
known  for  designing  inviting  urban  wor¬ 
ship  spaces,  including  St.  Gregory’s 
Church  in  Potrero  Hill  and  Most  Holy  Re¬ 
deemer  Church  in  the  Castro. 

Bethany,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
Chaffee,  intends  to  concentrate  more  on 
reaching  out  to  Noe  Valley’s  families. 
The  congregation  has  lately  had  a  new 
wave  of  infants  and  children  to  comple¬ 
ment  its  wide  diversity  of  adults. 

Chaffee’s  pastorate  at  Bethany  imme¬ 
diately  succeeds  two  one-year  pastorates 
that  followed  the  12-year  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Karen  Oliveto,  now  an  associate 
dean  at  Pacific  School  of  Religion  in 
Berkeley.  Previously,  the  church  was 
served  well  by  the  Rev.  Kim  Smith,  now 
at  Trinity  UMC  in  Berkeley.  The  Rev. 
Christine  Shiber,  now  at  the  First  UMC 
in  Pacific  Grove,  was  the  first  woman 
pastor  in  1981. 

Rev.  Chaffee  entered  full-time  min¬ 
istry  in  1980,  at  age  25,  serving  two  small 
churches  in  a  rural  community  outside  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Although  that  was  more 
than  two  decades  after  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  granted  full  clergy  rights  to 
women,  Chaffee  recalls  that  she  experi¬ 
enced  both  “explicit  and  subtle  forms  of 
exclusion  and  abuse.”  There  were  anony¬ 
mous  notes  sent  to  her  home  and  left  on 
her  windshield,  some  citing  biblical  rea¬ 
sons  why  women  should  not  be  ordained. 
“In  one  of  my  churches,  a  petition  was  cir¬ 
culated  within  the  first  six  months  of  my 
arrival,  and  signed  by  people  who  had  not 
stepped  foot  in  the  church  in  years,  but 
were  recruited  to  sign  by  a  few  very  opin¬ 
ionated  individuals  who  wanted  me  out,” 
Chaffee  says.  “When  I  became  a  single 
mom  just  after  my  son’s  second  birthday, 
the  demands  of  parenting  him  became  an¬ 
other  thing  for  parishioners  to  object  to.” 
In  1993,  Chaffee  felt  so  discouraged 


with  the  church  that  she  stepped  back 
from  her  ministry.  She  came  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  pursue  a  graduate  degree  in  Or¬ 
ganizational  Development  at  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Institute  of  Integral  Studies. 
Consulting  would  be  a  vocation  where 
her  gender  was  less  likely  to  be  a  hurdle, 
and  she  would  have  more  time  for  par¬ 
enting,  she  reasoned.  Eventually,  as  she 
developed  consulting  connections  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Northern 
California,  she  accepted  an  invitation  to 
lead  a  congregation  in  Redwood  City,  and 
has  continued  to  work  as  a  pastor  since 
that  time.  Although  some  of  the  anti¬ 
women  attitudes  have  persisted — even  in 
Bay  Area  churches — she  believes  the  is¬ 
sues  they  raise  may  have  made  her  a  more 
effective  leader. 

“I  know  that  the  churches  and  people  I 
served  will  never  be  the  same,  having  had 
a  single-mom-clergy  woman  for  a  pastor,” 
she  says.  “I  have  a  great  deal  of  compas¬ 
sion  for  others  who  are  excluded  from  so¬ 
ciety  and  the  church  on  the  basis  of  qual¬ 
ities  and  circumstances  not  of  their  own 
making.”  That  resolve,  she  maintains, 
gives  her  ministry  a  strong  social  justice 
element,  which  is  consistent  with  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Bethany. 

Chaffee  looks  forward  to  supporting 
Bethany,  as  the  church  undergoes  reno¬ 
vation  and  the  congregation  grows.  She 
will  be  joined  in  designing  new  ministry 
programs  by  a  new  music  director,  Dave 
Scott.  Scott  is  well  known  in  the  com¬ 
munity  as  a  teacher  at  Community  Music 
Center  and  at  the  Berkeley  Jazz  School. 
He’s  also  a  member  of  the  Glide  Memo¬ 
rial  Church  band  and  a  trumpet  and  key¬ 
board  player  with  Boz  Scaggs. 

For  a  calendar  of  music  and  other  up¬ 
coming  events,  such  as  a  Sept.  23  side¬ 
walk  Treasure  Sale,  go  to  Bethany’s  web 
site,  www.bethanysf.org,  or  call  415-647- 
8393.  Chaffee  says  visitors  are  always 
warmly  received  at  the  Sunday  morning 
service,  beginning  at  1 1  a.m.  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  brunch.  ■ 


Lauren  Chaffee  is  not  the  only  new  face  at 
Bethany  this  fall.  The  church’s  new  pastor 
will  be  joined  by  new  music  director  Dave 
Scott,  who  plays  trumpet  with  Boz  Scaggs. 


Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outdoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  patks,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arbors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  witb  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  wbetber  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
borne.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  lighting, 
maintenance  and  arborist  services. 

Visit  our  showroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Valencia  St.,  log  on  to  paxtongate.com, 
or  call  us  at  41 5-824- 1872. 

LIC  #825875 


Another  in  a  series. 


Sue  previously  represented  us  in  our  Cole  Valley 
condo  purchase  four  years  ago.  We  enjoyed  worb"g 
her  then,  so  it  made  sense  to  ask  her  to  help  us 

"Si found  us  a  wonderlul  homC  in  Mar'j 

Then^  with  an  accepted  offer  in  Marin.  Sue  snapped 
into  acton  We  sold  our  Cole  Valley  condo  ovcm 
the  asking  price,  and  with  Sue  s  guidance,  wc  wcie 
,M  e"  „ori  »,  of  the  benches  of  ..ecus 

Cl  We’re  very  happy  Sue  saved  oar  sanity 

Rob,  Jennifer  and  Micha  Jigarjian 

—  2  time  buyers  &  sellers  of  Sue  s 


Sue  saved  our  sanity! 


Make  the  best  choice... 


Sue  Borsian 
REALTOR® 

415.695.0552  ext  179 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


call  Sue  Borsian. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


NOW  OPEN 

Comprehensive  Dental  Care  .  Porcelain  Veneers  •  Dental  Implants 
Tooth  Colored  Restorations  #  Crown  and  Bridge  •  Periodontal  Therapy 
ZOOM  In-Office  Whitening  •  Gentle,  Personalized  &  Affordable  Dentistry 

DIAMOND 

DENTAL 

General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 

ANISE  I  NASER,  DDS 

2790  DIAMOND  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 

(Located  one  block  from  Glen  Park  Bart  Station) 

CALL  FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT 
3  3  3  -  1  8  7  7 

$200  OFF  ZOOM  WHITENING 

Offer  valid  through  July  2006 
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ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


cademics  •  Athletics  •  Arts 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 
180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 


Progressive  Rehabilitation  j  Motion  X-ray 


"After  working  with  Lisa  only  a  few 
times,  I  felt  comfortable  running 
again  and  over  time  I  think  I  even 
improved  my  speed.  I  believe  that 
working  with  Lisa  helps  me  continue 
to  participate  in  this  game  I  love." 

-  Cheers,  Sunita  Rao 
SF  Vikings  (40  and  Over) 


N  '  r 

take  M  home 

freshly  frozen  dough  .  .  .  just  take  it  home  and  bake! 


June  Cleaver  Never 
Had  It  This  Good. 

When  you  have  that  "June  Cleaver”  ur$e  t o  bake  sotnefhin^  fresh  for  your  family,  but  the  ur|e 
isn't  strong  enough  fo  £et  out  the  sitter,  the  rolling  pin,  the  measuring  cups  and  the  apron, 
■fry  our  hew  b^lce  hotvve  freshly  frozen  dough! 


4  Am  -family 
-activity  while 
School’s  ou-fl 


scones 
cookies 
ptrff  pas-fry 
pie  shells 


San  Francisco’s  Neighborhood  Bakery 

4073  24th  Street  at  Castro  phone  415.550.1403  www.noevalleybakery.com 


■  Hi 


— 


NOE’S  BAR 

*s  Original  Sports  Bar 

- 


. 


Go  Niners! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


/Alice's 


RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


<§> 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


St.  John  School 


'  INNOVATIONS' 

IN  IKHNClOGy^ 


925  Chenery  Street 

in  beautiful  Glen  Park  •  (K— 8) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-584  8383 

www.stjohnseagles.com 

Tours  Daily  -  9  a.m.  &  2:30  p.m. 
or  call  for  an  appointment 


Cultural  i 
Diversity  ^ 


IBR 


Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 
Hands?  Call  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


We  always  have 
O  workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
*•1  cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home- 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Call  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  -  1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women’s  Collective  $12-$15/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 
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PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

r35- 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 

(415)440-4821 


Jude  Helleweli,  CA 
Tel  415.643.1840 


Karol  Barske  was  here  too. 


Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 


Sa«  Francisco 
tfoe  Valley  Jewelry 

for  any  body 


sia  1/2 
2*/f  h  Sfreef 

</!5-20C-070V 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


The  Urban  Nest 

3927  24th  Street 

Between  Sanchez  and  Noe 

(415)  341-0116 


Home 


Gift 


Garden 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Garden 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLEY 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  * 


17  year’s  experience 


Artistry 
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WELLNESS  ::  PHARMACY 
PRESCRIPTION  COMPOUNDING 
VITAMINS  ::  SPA  &  BEAUTY 
NATURAL  MEDICINE 


ONSULTATIONS  FROM 
ERTIFIED  PRACTITIONERS 

ONE  DENSITY  &  BLOOD 
PRESSURE  SCREENINGS 

:  WELLNESS  BAGS  TO  THE 
FIRST  100  CUSTOMERS 

:  PRODUCT  SAMPLING 
AND  MORE 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  1 

FROM  2-6pm 


i 

integrative  pharmacy 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

925  Cole  Street  I  415.661.1216  I  www.pharmaca.com 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

❖  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

♦  Vitamin  Selection 
.♦  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products 
♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 
415-282-6274 

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9pm 
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FLORENCES 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Requiem  for  a 
Mustang 

In  this  essay,  written  for  the  Voice’s 
December  1992  issue,  Florence  Holub 
tells  how  painful  it  was  to  give  up  the 
one  and  only  car  she  ever  owned. 

Up  into  my  early  50s,  1  had 

breezed  along  through  life  with¬ 
out  a  thought  of  owning  an 
automobile.  One  reason  was  that  I 
didn’t  need  to — because  my  man  Leo 
provided  me  with  transportation  for  the 
weekly  shopping.  But  in  1974,  at  the 
age  of  55, 1  realized  how  helpful  a 
driving  daughter  would  be  for  my  85- 
year-old  father,  who  had  lost  his  dri¬ 
ver’s  license  and  was  having  trouble 
getting  around  on  arthritic  knees. 

This  led  me  to  enroll  in  a  driving 
school,  which  gave  me  the  confidence 
to  buy  my  first  car. 

That  car  was  a  used  1968  Ford 
Mustang,  with  deep  red  upholstery  and 
a  handsome  off-white  exterior — and  it 
was  love  at  first  sight.  The  owner  of  the 
car  was  asking  $750  “as  is,”  and 
although  the  vehicle  had  already  trav¬ 
eled  100,000  miles,  I  snapped  it  up  and 
happily  drove  home. 

In  the  following  months,  as  numerous 
young  men  chased  after  me  yelling  that 
they  wished  to  buy  it,  I  realized  that  my 
car  was  somewhat  of  a  collector’s  item. 
But  it  was  not  for  sale... ever!  I  would 
just  as  soon  have  sold  my  children. 

Of  course,  I  did  put  a  few  dents  in  it 
before  I  learned  to  judge  the  proximity 
of  a  slab  of  cement,  but  that  didn’t  dis¬ 
courage  me.  Whenever  it  boiled  over  or 


refused  to  budge,  I  drove  it  or  had  it 
towed  to  the  nearest  gas  station,  usually 
Dan’s  on  24th  Street,  where  my 
Mustang  received  tender  loving  care.  I 
was  there  so  often  that  we  were  on  a 
first-name  basis.  They  also  got  to  know 
me  at  S  &  C  Ford,  where  the  parts  man 
got  replacements  for  whatever  went  on 
the  blink.  He  sent  all  the  way  to  Los 
Angeles  just  to  obtain  the  matching  red 


armrest  because,  as  he  put  it,  “You  take 
good  care  of  your  car.” 

That  was  true.  I  didn’t  even  allow 
anyone  else  to  wash  it. 

But  I  did  have  a  maintenance  prob¬ 
lem:  Because  we  have  no  garage  and 
must  park  on  the  street,  people  kept  run¬ 
ning  into  my  fenders... honestly. 

The  first  time,  a  delivery  truck  lost  its 
brakes  on  our  steep  hill,  slid  backwards, 
and  smashed  into  the  rear  end  of  my 
car,  which  was  parked  in  front  of  our 
house.  I  heard  the  crash  while  sitting  in 
the  kitchen  drinking  my  morning  coffee. 
Fortunately,  no  one  was  hurt  and  the 
driver  was  insured. 

The  second  time,  a  man  who  had  just 
put  air  in  his  tires  backed  his  van  into 
my  left  front  fender.  He  apologized  pro¬ 
fusely  and  paid  for  the  repairs,  though. 

The  third  time,  just  a  few  years  ago,  a 
young  woman  making  a  right  turn  from 
the  left  lane  rammed  into  my  rear  left 
fender,  resulting  in  more  body  work  and 
a  paint  job.  While  I  was  at  it,  I  ordered  a 
new  bumper  to  replace  the  old  one, 
which  was  beginning  to  show  a  trace  of 
rust. 


Automobiles  lacking  a  garage  are 
also  vulnerable  to  thieves.  The  first  time 
my  car  was  broken  into,  they  stole  only 
the  battery.  I  noticed  it  was  missing 
when  the  ignition  failed  to  respond.  We 
bought  a  new  one,  along  with  a  link 
chain  that  we  used  to  lock  the  hood  to 
the  steel  frame  below,  so  no  one  could 
get  inside. 

The  next  episode  occurred  several 
years  later.  I  looked  out  one  morning  to 
admire  my  beautiful  Mustang,  and  it 
was  gone!  We  called  the  police  station, 
and  they  sent  out  an  officer  with  papers 
to  be  filled  out.  The  officer  was  not 
reassuring,  however,  so  Leo  (trying  to 
think  like  a  car  thief)  went  out  the  front 
door,  down  the  hill,  and  turned  the  cor¬ 
ner.  There  he  found  my  car,  unharmed, 
at  Hill  and  Church  streets. 

Leo  surmised  that  the  culprits  had 
used  a  coat  hanger  to  open  the  door, 
then  coasted  down  the  hill,  planning  to 
hot-wire  the  car,  but  were  foiled  by  the 


chain  and  lock,  and  so  abandoned  their 
attempt.  When  Leo  got  back,  the  police¬ 
man  had  not  yet  finished  making  his 
report. 

We  immediately  removed  the 
plungers  on  the  doors,  which  had 
allowed  those  pilferers  to  break  into 
the  car  with  a  coat  hanger.  And  to  dis¬ 
courage  further  break-ins,  we  installed 
a  J-bar  that  locked  the  steering  wheel  to 
the  brake  pedal  and  was  clearly  visible 
to  anyone  with  ulterior  motives. 

We  were  uncomfortably  aware  that 
this  particular  Ford  model  was  popular 
among  car  thieves,  but  since  we  lacked 
a  garage,  we  could  only  make  sure  that 
it  was  always  parked  in  front  under  a 
bright  light,  and  hope  for  the  best. 

But  on  Sept.  13  of  this  year 
[1992],  when  at  daybreak  I 
looked  out  to  make  sure  my 
classic  car  was  still  there,  I  found  only 
an  empty  space.  After  trembling  for  30 
minutes,  I  decided  to  accept  my  loss 
gracefully.  I  reminded  myself  that  I  no 
longer  used  it  much  and  that  automobile 
emissions  were  damaging  the  ozone 


layer  and  the  air  we  breathe — so  why 
own  a  second  car?  Besides,  it  had 
served  its  original  purpose  for  as  long  as 
my  father  lived. 

We  reported  the  theft  to  Mission 
Police  Station,  and  the  next  day  were 
informed  that  my  Mustang  had  been 
found  abandoned  on  Ellert  Street — after 
suffering  a  major  “strip.” 

And  that  wasn’t  the  only  bad  news. 

To  add  insult  to  injury,  the  city  was 
charging  us  for  towing  and  storage! 
Fortunately,  we  were  given  a  waiver  of 
the  fee  at  the  Hall  of  Justice,  where  we 
also  got  a  release  form.  That  enabled  us 
to  claim  or  dispose  of  the  car,  which 
was  being  stored  at  Pier  70  at  the  end  of 
22nd  Street.  There  we  waited  until  it 
was  brought  out  from  the  huge  metal 
building  by  a  forklift  and  set  down  for 
us  to  examine. 

The  hood  was  slightly  askew,  so  we 
could  peer  into  the  vast  chasm  beneath 
it.  Every  part — the  engine,  radiator. 


transmission,  and  every  piece  of  metal, 
hose,  or  wire — had  been  removed.  The 
door  locks  and  the  J-bar  lock  had  been 
reamed  out  with  some  kind  of  power 
tool,  and  the  chrome  trim  on  the  outside 
(except,  oddly  enough,  for  the  new 
chrome  front  bumper)  had  been  com¬ 
pletely  stripped  off. 

We  imagined  that  during  the  wee 
hours  of  that  fateful  night,  the  car  was 
hoisted  onto  a  flatbed  truck,  taken  to  a 
place  where  there  was  ample  light  and 
electrical  power,  and  quickly  disassem¬ 
bled.  Then,  with  wheels  and  front 
bumper  still  intact,  it  was  towed  to  a 
lonely  street  before  daybreak. 

As  we  stood  at  Pier  70  assessing  the 
damage]  a  young  man  in  a  white  jump¬ 
suit  expressed  interest.  He  told  us  that 
his  girlfriend  had  the  same  model  Ford 
but  with  a  battered  body,  and  that  she 
would  be  willing  either  to  sell  us  the 
inner  workings  of  her  car  or  to  buy  what 
was  left  of  our  car,  which  was  in  excel¬ 
lent  condition. 

At  that  moment,  however,  we  were 
unable  to  make  a  decision,  so  we 
walked  up  the  incline,  then  looked  back 
at  the  sea  of  battered  jalopies  (battered, 
all  with  the  exception  of  one  beautiful 
white  Mustang).  My  car,  in  fact,  with  its 
shiny  new  bumper  and  the  hood  only 
slightly  out  of  kilter,  looked  very  much 
like  a  jewel  in  a  junkyard. 

I  decided,  finally,  to  part  with  my 
pride  and  joy.  With  no  garage  to  guard 
against  the  same  thing  happening  again, 

I  just  couldn’t  justify  taking  the  risk. 
Early  the  next  morning,  I  tearfully 
signed  over  the  pink  slip  to  the  towing 
company,  so  that  my  Mustang  could  be 
auctioned  off. 

I  would  like  to  think  that  the  man  in 
the  white  jumpsuit  has  acquired  the 
well-preserved  body  of  my  car,  with 
which  to  replace  the  banged-up  frame 
of  his  girlfriend’s  car,  and  also  that 
somewhere  a  pampered,  ailing  Mustang 
is  receiving  a  recycled  transplant  of 
vital  parts,  just  as  mine  did  so  often  dur¬ 
ing  the  previous  18  years. 

To  my  beautiful,  dutiful  classic  car  of 
yesteryear  I  bid  a  fond  farewell.  Adieu, 
old  friend,  and  R.I.P.  (rest  in  pieces).  ■ 


Illustrations  by  Florence  Holub 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 

rossmaddenlaw.com 


Fine  cookware,  gourmet  ingredients 


We’re  in  your  neighborhood  ...why  go  downtown? 

Some  of  our  recent  additions:  Espresso  powder  (great  for  Mocha 
Chocolate  Chip  Cookies!)...  Mimi  the  Sardine  lunch  bags  (they 
are  adorable  and  machine  washable)...  caviar  spoons...  Graviti 
Electric  Pepper  Mills  (turn  one  over  &  it  grinds  the  pepper)... 
Screwpull  wine  openers...  crepe  pans...  bamboo  salt  boxes,  and 
much  more  than  we  could  possibly  list  here. 

Come  check  us  out  —  we’re  just  around  the  comer. 


We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  7pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

iCOOKS  1 309  Castro  St.  @  24th 

iBOULEVARD  (415)  647-2665 


More  To  Life 

Custom  Upholstery 

CA  Registry#  39977 

Traditional  Techniques  applied 
with  Artistic  Expression. 

We  Articulate  your  ideas  so  you 
Realize  the  Piece  of  your  Dreams. 

Please  call  for  an  Estimate  or  visit 
our  Website. 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  BREAKFAST  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 


SAVORY  &  SWEET  CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  PUMPKIN  SPICE  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN'S  MENU  AVAILABLE 


FREE  STROLLER  VALET 


ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  / 10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A  M.  /  11:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


St.  Paul’s  School 


Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly,  warm 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating 
grade  school  children  for  nearly  90  years,  we  are  in  a  new 
school  building  that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 


School  Tours  and 
Classroom  Observations 
by  appointment 


We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055  or 

visit  our  website  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


Virus/Parasite  Removal 
Home  &  Office  Networking 
Laser  Printer  Repair 
.DSL/Cable  Setup 
PC  &  Laptop  Sales 
House 


Now  at  our  new  location: 


C^MPUJE.R-6 


284  29th  Street 
near  Church 
282-3000 

Our  19th  year  serving 
Noe  Valiev 


New  Location  Special  -  10%  off  Labor  with  this  ad 


Mission 
Dolores 

SCHOOL 

33 71  i6th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 

Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  -  7 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 
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Katherine  Mictiiels  Elementary  School 

dg|s®z@fc 


i  ,<  can 


K- 5th  Grade 
Small  Class  Size 
Learning  Differences 
Program 

Siingerland  Tutoring 
Spanish  Language 


Now  Enrolling 


14151 821-1434  ext.  14 
1335  Guerrero  Street 
San  Francisco 
www.kmsofst.org 


Saint  Philip's  School 

Located'  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


Isa’s  Salon  and  Spa  wishes  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patronage! 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  your  trust.  We  hope 
you’ve  enjoyed  our  services. 

And  thanks  for  supporting  your  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  businesses. 

WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU 


KIKIYO 


personal  training 
and  yoga  studio 

webs/te  kiki-yo.com 
phone  (415)587-5454 

605  B  Chenery  Street 
near  Glen  Park  Village,  SF 


Now  Offering  Pre  &  Post  Natal 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco.  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 


*  Iyengar  *  Yin  *  Hatha  Flow  *  Personal  Training 
*  Workshops  *  Pilates  Mat  *  Belly  Dancing  *  KiKi  for  Kids 


Up  Close  and  Tuneful.  Dennis  Cabral  entertains  several  of  the  young  snackers  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmer’s  Market  with  a  rendition  of  The  Teensy  Weensy  Spider. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


6 year  WASC  Accreditation 


St.  Philip  Parish 

Annual  Festival 


T o  request  information  or  schedule  a  tour, 
please  contact: 

Mrs.  Patrizia  Guiotto,  Principal 
St.  Philip’s  School 
665  Elizabeth  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(415)  824  8467 

www.saintphilipschool.com 
info(5i  www.saintDhilipschool.com 


A  neighborhood  school  offering: 

•  Small  classes  in  K'8  with  a  low  student-teacher  ratio; 

•  Mobile  technology  laboratories; 

•  Creative  writing; 

•  On  site  reading  &-  behavioral  specialists; 

•  Individualized  lesson  plans  for  special  needs; 

•  A  wide  variety  of  after  school  activities  including 

study  hall,  language,  music,  dance  £r  sports  league; 

•  A.M.  &-  P.M.  extended  care; 

•  Served  by  Muni  buses  24,  35,  and  48. 


A  Noe  Vattey  Tradition 


“ Fun  for  all  ages” 
Please  join  us  on 
Saturday  23rd  &  Sunday  24'" 
September,  10am  -  6pm 
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Presents 

Oppenheim  Platinum 
Award  Winner 


PRESCHOOL  £r  PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
A  fun  quality,  developmental  &-  hands-on  Catholic  Preschool 
for  3-5  year  olds  with  an  exceptional  Pre  Kindergarten  Program 
for  ases  4  6-  Youna  5’s 


AUTOMOBLOX 


d 


bring  your  outgrown  items 
for  cash  or  trade  M-W-F 
11-1  &  2-4  or  Saturdays  by 
appointment 
1306  Castro  St.  @  24th 
phone  641-6192  hours 
10:30-7:30  M-Sat  12-5  Sun 


Features:  High/Scope,  and  a  blend  of  Activity-Play-and  Child  Centered 
curricula  for  success  and  independent  learning. 

Daily  Preschool  exploration  6-  learning  centers  include:  Art,  Science  6- 
Cooking,  Writing  5-  Early  Math,  Language  6-  Listening. 

Spacious  outdoor  play  yard  featuring  sand  and  wood  working  areas. 

Experienced,  credentialed  &-  devoted  teaching  staff  with  low  child  to 
teacher  ratio. 

Additional  enrichment  programs  are  part  of  this  Early  Childhood 
experience. 

A  must  see,  highly  rated  year-round  Preschool  Program. 


For  more  information  and  to  schedule  a 
tour,  please  contact: 

Mrs.  Hope  Peterson,  Director 
725,  Diamond  Street 
(415)  282-0141  ext.  230 
Hopepetersonpredir@sbcglobal.net 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


Say  it 
with 
CLASS! 


pm 

».  lilt"* 

c.  or*  .  V*  I  V 

Noe  Valley 

sjjfvk:  - 

Voice 


imy? 
trmil 
blitrmr 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 
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n  n  s  Ope  of  tntire  homo.  Give  a  vao 

For  just  40  cents  per  word, 

■ 

you'll  get  your  message  in 
print  and  on  our  web  site 
for  one  month. 


C.S.W.  »lral529J. 


4i 

Mail  a 

U4; 


m  C;m  (bom  and  vm- 

k  and  your  ad 
copy  so  that  it  arrives  by 
the  15th,  and  the  following 
month  your  message  will 
be  out  in  the  world. 


T nu 
and 


Dnp-te  Hath*  V«ga,  Learn  yoga 

For  more  info,  see  "How  to 
Place  a  Class  Ad"  in  this 

„  j;.  • _ 

edition.  iuj. 
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Calling  all  pets: 

dogs,  cats,  birds,  fish, 

hamsters,  mice,  and  iguanas! 

Join  your  neighbors  at  St.  Paul’s  parish 

Sunday,  October  1st 

The  Annual  Blessing  of  the  Animals 
by  Father  Mario 

1:15  p.m.  following  the  12:15  Mass 
on  the  front  steps  of  the  church 


22 1  Valley  Street 
415-648-7538 


^  Chez  Touchatt,  mft,  lcsw  ^ 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individual  and  Couple  Therapy 

415.821.6039 

Noe  Valley  Office 


MFT.  16090 


LCSW  13829 


The  710011)  To  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression 

mowmenf'  ^  ^  °arcte*«  ST 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

NOW  accepting  application,  to,  up  to  26  children  age,  2.9  through  5  yea,, 
and  potty  trained.  The  2007-08  program  darts  September  1 
Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  You,  children  ate  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  ,o,n  you.  Fo,  mote  information  about  phiiosophy.  schedule 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


ike 

r  h  k 


roow.  to  ,qrow 

e  s  C  It  o  O  L 

3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  94110  .  415-826-9598' 


WWW 


theroomtogrow.org 
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New  Principal  at 
St.  Philip’s  Taking 
Many  Small  Steps 

By  Laura  McHale  Holland 

Last  May,  when  Italian-born  Patrizia 
Guiotto  accepted  the  post  of  princi¬ 
pal  at  St.  Philip  School,  a  68-year-old  el¬ 
ementary  school  on  Elizabeth  Street,  she 
welcomed  the  opportunity  despite  the 
challenges  of  a  shrinking  enrollment.  The 
number  of  students  at  the  parochial 
school  had  gradually  declined  from  250 
in  2000  to  about  200  last  year. 

Utilizing  her  past  experience  as  an  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  a  small  private  school  in 
Switzerland,  Guiotto  began  implement¬ 
ing  what  she  calls  a  child-centered  ap¬ 
proach  to  education.  She  is  confident  it 
will  translate  into  success  for  St.  Philip’s 
students — and  for  the  school  as  a  whole. 

“I’m  progressive  in  the  sense  that  I 
look  forward  rather  than  at  what  has  been 
done  before,”  says  Guiotto.  “1  believe  in 
progressing  in  small  steps,  and  I  look  at 
the  whole  child.  I  don’t  just  look  at  the  ed¬ 
ucational  goals.  I  also  look  at  the  best  en¬ 
vironment  and  the  best  way  for  each  child 
to  achieve  them.” 

Word  must  have  gotten  out  already. 
Enrollment  is  up  by  several  students  this 
year,  Guiotto  reports,  and  there’s  a  good 
chance  it  could  go  higher. 

Recognizing  that  all  students  leam  dif¬ 
ferently,  Guiotto  has  recruited  a  full-time 
reading  specialist  and  an  after-school  ed¬ 
ucational  therapist  for  St.  Philip’s.  She 
has  forged  alliances  with  organizations 
such  as  826  Valencia,  the  de  Young  Mu¬ 
seum,  and  the  San  Francisco  Symphony, 
in  order  to  offer  free  after-school  tutoring, 
writing  workshops,  and  arts  and  music 
programs.  She  also  plans  to  expand  ex¬ 
isting  after-school  programs. 

“We  have  tutoring  and  guitar  lessons  in 
place.  And  I'm  in  the  process  of  gather¬ 
ing  resources,  contacting  companies  and 
individuals,”  Guiotto  says.  “I  sent  out  a 
questionnaire  at  the  end  of  last  school 
year  asking  for  input  on  what  programs 
parents  would  like  to  see  at  the  school.  I 
really  want  to  give  the  community  a  voice 
in  what  activities  we  provide.  So  we’ll  see 
what  they  have  in  mind  when  school  starts.” 
Guiotto  observed  that  the  teachers  at 


Patrizia  Guiotto,  who  took  over  the  post  of 
principal  at  St.  Philip  School  this  fall,  has 
already  formed  partnerships  with  826 
Valencia,  the  de  Young  Museum,  and  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony.  Photo  by  Paula  Whitehead 


St.  Philip’s  are  among  the  best  she  has 
ever  worked  with,  both  in  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  schools.  (Her  background  also  in¬ 
cludes  founding  a  consulting  firm  in 
Boise,  Idaho,  which  specializes  in  de¬ 
signing  and  implementing  training  to  im¬ 
prove  students’  performance.)  She  hopes 
Noe  Valley  parents  will  consider  St. 
Philip’s  a  viable  alternative  to  either  pri¬ 
vate  or  public  school. 

“I  think  the  steady  little  decline  in  our 
enrollment  had  a  lot  to  do  with  people 
moving  out  to  the  suburbs,”  she  says. 
“Also,  since  the  dot-com  bubble  burst,  the 
economy  hasn’t  been  as  good  as  it  was. 
People  have  been  afraid  they  can’t  afford 
a  parochial  school.  A  lot  of  them  don’t 
know  that  a  private  school  is  more  than 
double  what  we  charge,  but  the  quality  of 
education  is  way  up  there  [at  St.  Philip’s], 
Almost  all  of  our  students  who  apply  to 
Lowell,  for  example,  get  accepted.” 

For  more  information  about  St.  Philip 
School,  please  contact  Patrizia  Guiotto  at 
pguiotto@saintphilipschool.com  or  415- 
824-8467.  ■ 


4., 


TUTOR 


I  have  over  five  years  of  teaching 
experience  and  am  experienced  in 
reading  programs  for  dyslexia.  Please 
call:  415-824-7375 

■  I  ■ 


Reading 
Writing 
Math 
Spelling 
Handwriting 
■  Homework 


* 


Clothes  unique 
as  your  baby 


4066  24th  Street 
in  the  Heart 
of  Noe  Valley 
(415)  648-3954 
www.smallfrys.com  / 


Open  every 
Children’s  sizes  0  to  7 


SMALL  FRYS 


Noe  Valley’s  Favorite  Children’s  Store 


•  GOURMET  MEALS  •  SALADS  •  FRESH  PASTA  • 


GOURMET  PREPARED  FOODS  &  GREAT  WINES 

"Voted  San  Francisco's  Best  Take-Out  Food  Many  Times" 

•  •  • 

FREE  FRESH  PASTA! 

(  A  $4.00  VALUE  ) 


BUY  ONE 

GET  FREE 

HOME-MADE 

FRESH  PASTA 

PASTA  SAUCE 

FOR  TWO! 

CUT  TO  ORDER 

Tomato  Basil 

Papardelle 

Bolognese 

Fettuccine 

Alfredo 

Linguine 

Porcini  Mushroom 

Angel  Hair 

Roasted  Garlic  &  Mushroom 

FLAVORS 

Cajun  Crayfish 

Egg 

Basil  Pesto 

Spinach 

Cilantro  Pesto 

Herb 

Melanzane  Pesto 

Romesco  Pesto 

Roasted  Red  Pepper  Pesto 

Black  Pepper 

Lemon 

Eggless 

Red  Bell  Pepper 

Garlic 

741  Diamond  Street  at  24th 
415-282-0738 

Please  present  this  coupon  at  time  of  purchase.  Offer  valid  Sept.  1  through  Sept.  30  I 


•  HOMEMADE  SOUPS  •  RAVIOLI  •  GELATO  • 


Ginger  is  one  of  our  best  teachers. 

At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the 
room  and  inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our 
preschoolers  through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest 
outdoor  school  spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals 
and  an  enchanting  organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept  of 
social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


IMPORTED  OILS  AND  VINEGARS  •  DIPS  •  ITALIAN  COFFEE  •  CROSTINI 
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NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Come  celebrate  the 
dog  days  of  summer. 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


Cp 

kJ 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

I  he  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/ Crises 
Occupational  Concems/Choices 

Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 


1782  Church  St:,  San  Francisco  « 415.648.2644  •  ww’w.aK.hDi.'/couNSHiNG 


Come  meet  Cassie 
and  other  rockin' 
Rocket  Dogs  at  our 
mobile  adoption 
fairs  on: 


The  1st  Sunday  of  each  month 

in  front  of  Zephyr  Realty  on  24th  Street 

The  3rd  Sunday  of  each  month 

in  front  of  Bank  of  America  in  the  Castro 


-Noon  to  4pm  ~ 

Or  check  out  www.rocketdogrescue.oi 


mm  San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

500  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 


•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 
8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  —  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 


Member  Of 

The  Jim  Laufenberg  Team 


cocDtueu. 

BANKER  a 


►►YOUR  NEIGHBOR  IN  NOE  VALLEY 


STEVE  GORDON 


News,  Listings,  Advice  and 
Resources  visit  Steve  online  at 

myhomesf.com 


••• 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


The  latest  news  from  Noe  Valley’s 
public  schools  is  that  Alvarado  Ele¬ 
mentary  has  a  new  principal  this  fall: 
Gene  Barresi.  The  Voice  hopes  to  visit 
with  Mr.  Barresi  and  report  on  his  first 
few  weeks  at  the  helm  in  the  next  issue. 
Meanwhile,  here’s  what’s  up  at  two  other 
local  public  schools,  Fairmount  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  and  James  Lick  Middle 
School.  The  following  school  notes  are 
supplied  by  volunteers  and  parents  at  the 
individual  schools. 


F  A  I  R  M  O 


i  r 


Fairmount  Continues  Academic 
Gains 

As  the  new  school  year  began.  Fair- 
mount  Principal  Karling  Aguilera-Fort 
received  good  news  to  share  with  his  staff 
and  the  school  community.  The  school’s 
2005-06  test  scores  had  risen  again  in 
both  language  arts  and  math.  The  math 
gains  were  especially  impressive,  with 
the  second  and  fourth  grades  making  ex¬ 
ceptional  gains.  These  increases  were 
even  more  significant  given  the  school’s 
purpose  as  a  school  of  languages  (with  a 
highly  successful  Spanish  dual-immer¬ 
sion  program). 

Last  year’s  focus  on  using  data  and 
performance  benchmarks  to  track  each 
student’s  progress  and  support  his  or  her 
individual  learning  needs  has  seen  re¬ 
sults,  as  both  teachers  and  students  strive 
to  meet  the  state  academic  standards. 
Bravo  to  the  staff  and  students  for  a  job 
well  done. 

, 

Party  at  Pritikin  Mansion  Features 
Music  by  Jorge  Santana 

In  a  reprise  of  last  year’s  spectacular 
fall  concert,  musician  Jorge  Santana  and 
philanthropist/neighbor  Bob  Pritikin 
have  teamed  up  to  support  Fairmount 
with  a  Sunday  afternoon  benefit  party  at 
Chenery  House.  The  private  estate,  which 
can  be  entered  through  the  school’s  park¬ 
ing  lot  on  Randall,  is  a  mansion  sur¬ 
rounded  by  acres  of  landscaped  grounds 
and  filled  with  Pritikin’s  astounding  col¬ 
lection  of  paintings  and  sculpture. 

The  event,  open  to  Fairmount’s  Noe 
Valley  neighbors,  takes  place  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  17,  from  noon  to  dusk.  Tickets  can 
be  purchased  at  the  door  for  $30.  Free 
valet  parking  will  be  provided,  and  the 
price  of  admission  includes  self-guided 
tours  of  the  mansion  (with  its  upper-floor 
swimming  pool),  as  well  as  an  open  bar 
and  barbecue,  hosted  by  Pritikin.  Last 
year’s  event  raised  $20,000,  which  was 


used  to  support  art,  dance,  and  music  pro¬ 
grams  for  Fairmount’s  students. 

Fairmount  Parent  to  Run  for 
School  Board 

Hydra  Mendoza,  longtime  Fairmount 
parent  activist  and  Mayor  Gavin  New¬ 
som’s  education  adviser,  has  tossed  her 
hat  in  the  ring  for  this  November’s  school 
board  race.  Mendoza,  whose  previous 
position  as  executive  director  of  Parents 
for  Public  Schools  involved  working  to 
increase  public  school  enrollment,  will  be 
aiming  for  one  of  the  two  vacant  seats,  as 
incumbents  Sarah  Lipson  and  Eddie  Chin 
have  decided  not  to  run  for  reelection. 
Mendoza  and  her  husband  Ricardo  Al¬ 
varez,  a  physician  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital, 
have  a  third-grader  at  Fairmount,  as  well 
as  an  incoming  sixth-grader  at  James  Lick 
Middle  School. 

Time  for  a  Visit 

Interested  in  touring  Fairmount  to  ex¬ 
perience  its  dynamic  programs  and  meet 
with  the  principal?  School  tours,  guided 
by  parent  volunteers,  occur  every  Tues¬ 
day  morning  throughout  the  fall.  You  can 
reserve  a  spot  by  calling  695-5669  or  drop 
in  to  see  teaching  and  learning  in  action. 

— Tom  Ruiz 


JAMES  LICK 


75th  Anniversary  Alumni  Search 

Were  you  ever  a  Bulldog,  a  Skipper,  or 
a  Pirate?  James  Lick  is  looking  for  for¬ 
mer  students  to  help  celebrate  the 
school’s  75th  birthday  in  the  spring  of 
2007.  (Our  current  eighth-graders  will  be 
the  75th  graduating  class.) 

If  you,  a  relative,  or  someone  you  know 
attended  James  Lick  between  1931  and 
the  present,  we’d  love  to  hear  from  you. 
We  welcome  pictures  and  personal  recol¬ 
lections  of  the  school,  your  teachers,  and 
your  classmates.  Sadly,  much  of  the 
school’s  collection  of  photos,  yearbooks, 
and  other  memorabilia  disappeared  dur¬ 
ing  asbestos  abatement  work  in  the  early 
1990s.  Therefore,  any  items  you  can 
copy,  lend,  or  donate  to  help  us  recreate 
our  school’s  history  would  be  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated.  Watch  for  more  information 
about  this  important  anniversary. 

Enrollment,  Test  Scores  Rising 

James  Lick  is  becoming  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  middle  school,  with  rising  enroll¬ 
ment  and  a  waiting  list  for  new  students. 
A  recent  article  about  test  scores  in  The 
Examiner  identified  James  Lick  as  one  of 
the  most  improved  schools  in  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District.  The 
entire  school  community  has  been  work¬ 
ing  hard  to  ensure  that  academic  gains  are 
made  without  sacrificing  arts,  science, 
and  language  programs,  which  encourage 
the  development  of  well-rounded,  ere- 


Babysteps  Photography 
at  BUG  Halloween  week 


a  BUY/SELL/TRADE  children  s  boutique 


648  Chenery  in 
the  Glen  Park  Village 
415.239.9534 
glenparkbug@mac.com 


ative  thinkers.  Interested  parents  of  ele¬ 
mentary  school  students  are  invited  to 
tour  the  school  on  Thursday  mornings  at 
9  a.m.  from  October  through  December. 

A  Very  Busy  Summer 

Despite  an  abbreviated  City  College 
session  this  summer,  the  Bulldog  Cafe 
(formerly  Cafe  Lick)  made  nearly  $3,000, 
thanks  to  a  dedicated  group  of  families 
who  showed  up  to  sell  coffee  and  snacks 
on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  for 
the  six-week  summer  session.  Income 
from  the  Bulldog  Cafe,  which  operates 
whenever  City  College  classes  are  on 
campus,  provides  support  for  many  of 
James  Lick’s  enrichment,  arts,  and  travel 
programs. 

After-school  program  director  Lina 
Hancock  spent  her  summer  developing 
Beyond  the  Bell,  a  new  and  expanded 
program  that  will  be  offered  Monday 
through  Friday  from  3:45  to  5:30  p.m., 
beginning  Sept.  11.  Students  will  have 
daily  time  for  tutoring  and  homework 
support,  followed  by  a  choice  of  activi¬ 
ties  ranging  from  drama  and  physical  fit¬ 
ness  to  quiet  reading  or  chess.  James  Lick 
students  may  sign  up  to  attend  eight-week 
sessions  from  two  to  five  days  per  week. 

More  Students,  More  Fun... 

The  incoming  sixth-grade  class  at 
James  Lick  will  spend  an  entire  day  in 
Glen  Park  for  community-building  activ¬ 
ities  and  a  picnic.  The  students  will  have 
a  chance  to  meet  all  their  teachers  and 
classmates,  and  have  a  great  day  outdoors 
in  the  sun.  The  sixth-grade  class  is  big  this 
year,  with  about  200  students,  compared 
with  170  last  year.  Sixth-graders  will 
share  a  separate  lunch  period  on  regular 
school  days. 

Electives  Get  a  Boost 

Two  years  ago,  James  Lick  had  only 
one  elective  art  class.  This  year,  the 
school  will  have  drama,  jazz  band,  a 
choral  group.  Ballet  Folklorico,  and  the 
return  of  the  successful  Blue  Bear  School 
of  Music  guitar  program. 

Welcome  from  the  Principal... 

In  a  series  of  orientation  meetings  the 
week  before  school  opened.  Principal 
Carmelo  Sgarlato  welcomed  new  and  re¬ 
turning  families  to  the  school  and  shared 
information  about  exciting  changes  in 
curriculum,  staff,  and  academic  perform¬ 
ance.  He  also  acknowledged  the  positive 
environment  that  is  evolving  at  the 
school,  and  he  pledged  to  do  all  he  could 
to  sustain  it. 

...and  the  PTSA 

The  Parent  Teacher  Student  Associa¬ 
tion  (PTSA)  is  busier  than  ever  this  year. 
President  Heidi  Anderson  reports  that  be¬ 
cause  so  many  incoming  parents  are  ea¬ 
ger  to  get  involved  the  PTSA  is  creating 


a  new  volunteer  program.  The  group  also 
will  be  selling  James  Lick  sweatshirts  and 
planners  at  upcoming  events. 

PTSA  families  held  a  cleanup  day  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  26,  to  prepare  the  school- 
yard  for  the  arrival  of  students.  Then,  on 
the  first  day  of  school  (Aug.  28),  they 
gathered  in  the  Parent  Room  (Room  108) 
for  a  welcome  breakfast  featuring  lots  of 
good  food  and  conversation. 

The  PTSA’s  Annual  First  Meeting 
Potluck  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Sept. 
27,  6  to  8  p.m.,  in  the  school  cafeteria. 
This  will  be  a  great  opportunity  to  meet 
other  parents  and  get  a  closer  look  at  the 
plans  for  the  year.  Parents  who  are  online 
can  get  all  the  information  they  need  by 
joining  the  PTSA’s  Yahoo  group:  htrp.ll 
groups. yahoo. com!  group! JamesLick! . 

No  Change  in  Dress  Code 

James  Lick’s  dress  code  will  remain 
the  same  this  year.  The  mandatory  school 
uniform  is  plain  black  pants,  a  plain  white 
collared  shirt,  and  no  red  or  blue  colors. 

For  Those  Behind  the  Wheel 

Please  remember  to  drive  safely,  espe¬ 
cially  when  school  is  in  session:  8:20  a.m. 
to  3:35  p.m.  Also,  check  out  “What  I  Like 
About  School,”  the  beautiful  new  ceramic 
plaque  we  installed  last  year  near  the  bus 
shelter  on  Castro  near  25th  Street.  It’s  a 
slender,  vertical  slab  of  glazed  clay 
mounted  on  one  of  the  white  art-deco 
posts  along  the  school’s  outer  fence.  Stu¬ 
dents  and  families  worked  together  to  cre¬ 
ate  this  public  art  piece  as  a  gift  to  James 
Lick  and  the  Noe  Valley  neighborhood. 

— Sue  Cattoche 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
www.geocities.com/james 
lickptsa 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
Gene  Barresi,  Principal 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 

Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants,  and  instrument  pla 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


Fall  Session,  runs  Sept  14th  -  Dec  9th 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location!  Try  a  free  demo!! 
Visit  the  website  or  call  to  get  started! 


“ FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!"  -  GoCityKids.com 


415-596-0299 

www.musictogethersf.com 
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Delivering  Affordable  Power 

We  are  also  continuing  to  improve 
and  expand  programs  to  deliver 
affordable  power  to  our  customers. 
We  offer  many  programs  to  help 
both  our  business  and  residential 
customers  save  energy  and  money. 
For  more  information,  please  visit 
www.pge.com. 

Please  Pardon  Our  Dust 

As  we  move  forward  with  our 
modernization  and  improvement 
efforts  in  Noe  Valley  and  the  Castro, 
please  pardon  any  inconvenience. 

We  will  do  our  best  to  minimize  any 
disruption  in  your  neighborhood  and 
advise  you  in  advance  of  our  activity. 
By  replacing  aging  gas  pipes  and 
upgrading  the  electric  system,  we  will 
secure  safe,  reliable  and  affordable 
energy  for  our  San  Francisco 
customers  in  the  years  to  come. 

Thank  you  for  your  patience  and 
understanding  while  we  are  hard 
at  work.  If  you  have  any  questions 
or  concerns,  please  call  us  at 
I-800-PGE-5000. 


What  We’re  Doing 

PG&E  is  pleased  to  announce  that  we 
are  investing  over  $600  million  in  San 
Francisco  to  make  our  system  even 
safer  and  more  reliable.  This  investment 
will  involve  replacing  aging  electrical 
equipment  and  gas  lines  to  improve 
overall  reliability  of  service. 

You  may  have  noticed  an  increased 
presence  of  our  employees  and  vehicles 
in  San  Francisco  this  year.  This  is  part 
of  PG&E's  ongoing  efforts  to  reinvest 
in  our  infrastructure  to  improve 
service  reliability. 

Improving  Reliability 

Our  main  goal  is  reducing  the  number 
and  length  of  power  outages,  and  adding 
electrical  capacity  for  the  future. 

Another  goal  is  improving  our  gas 
distribution  system  —  we  will  continue 
replacing  older  gas  pipelines  with  more 
reliable  lines  that  will  better  withstand 
corrosion  and  earthquakes.  Next  year 
also  marks  the  completion  of  45  miles 
of  undergrounding  of  electrical  wires  in 
many  neighborhoods  in  San  Francisco. 


Investing  in  Renewable  Energy 

We  are  also  making  major  new 
investments  in  renewable  energy  so  we 
can  deliver  even  more  clean  energy  to 
our  customers.  Currently,  more  than  30 
percent  of  our  power  comes  from  clean 
renewable  sources  like  wind,  solar  and 
hydroelectric  power.  While  this  is 
already  one  of  the  highest  percentages 
of  renewable  power  in  the  country,  our 
commitment  is  to  continue  to  increase 
the  percentage  of  renewable  power  in 
the  years  ahead. 


PG&E  is  investing  in  reliability  in  the 
Castro  and  Noe  Valley 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


This  month's  “More  Books  to  Read”  list  features  fiction  and  poetry  for  children, 
selected  by  librarian  Pam  Ow  of  the  Eureka  Valley  Branch  Library.  If  you’d  like  to 
reserve  a  book,  call  your  local  branch  or  visit  the  Library’s  web  site,  www.sfpl.org.  You 
can  also  explore  the  Noe  Valley  bookmobile,  which  is  parked  in  front  of  St.  Philip’s  School  at 
Elizabeth  and  Diamond  streets  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  from  10:30  a.m.  to  I  p.m. 
Note:  The  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library,  451  Jersey  Street,  is  undergoing  a  facelift  and  will 
be  closed  until  late  2007  at  the  earliest.  For  information  about  the  renovation,  call  557-4353. 


LIBRARY  SELECTIONS 


Children’s  Fiction 

■  On  the  Way  to  Kindergarten  celebrates 
Bear's  accomplishments  from  birth  to  age  5, 
with  a  cozy  rhyming  text  by  Virginia  Kroll, 
illustrated  by  Elisabeth  Schlossberg.  Ages  3- 
5. 

■  In  Doha  Flor:  A  Tall  Tale  About  a  Giant 
Woman  With  a  Great  Big  Heart,  Flor  takes 
care  of  all  the  creatures  and  people  of  her 
community.  Raul  Colon  won  the  2006  Pura 
Belpre  Illustrator  Medal,  and  author  Pat 
Mora  received  a  Belpre  Author  Honor 
award.  Ages  4-8. 

■  The  best  woodcarver  has  passed  on  his 
artistic  skills  to  young  Julio,  but  who  will 
win  the  annual  contest?  Arthur  Dorros’  story 
and  Ann  Grifalconi’s  mixed-media  collages 
offer  a  look  at  intergenerational  friendship  in 
a  Mexican  village,  in  Julio’s  Magic. 

Ages  4-9. 

■  Allen  Say  remembers  the  time  when  the 
Kamishibai  Man  entertained  children  with 
his  “paper  theater,”  telling  stories  and  selling 
candies  on  the  streets  of  Japan.  Ages  6-9. 

■  Two  orphaned  children  and  a  bam  full  of 
cast-off  animals  are  enthralled  by  the 
adventurous  life  story  of  legendary  Dick 
Whittington  and  his  lucky  cat,  as  told  by  the 
cat’s  descendant,  Whittington,  in  the  warm¬ 
hearted  Newbery  Honor  Book  by  Alan 
Armstrong,  illustrated  by  S.D.  Schindler. 
Ages  9-12. 

Children’s  Poetry 

■  Zuri  relies  on  her  lively,  one-of-a-kind 
best  friend  to  ease  the  way  through  the  new 
school  year,  in  Danitra  Brown,  Class  Clown, 
with  poems  by  Nikki  Grimes  and 
watercolors  by  E.  B.  Lewis.  Ages  8-10. 

Annotations  by 

Pam  Ow,  Children’s  Librarian, 
Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk 
Memorial  Branch  Library 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Lapsits  and  Story  Time 

■  Come  enjoy  stories,  songs,  and  fingerplays 
with  your  baby  or  toddler,  at  the  Tuesday 
morning  lapsits  sponsored  by  the  Noe  Valley 
Library.  This  month’s  lapsits  will  be  held  at 
10:15  a.m.  on  Sept.  5,  12,  and  19,  at 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  1268 
Sanchez  Street  (comer  of  Clipper). 

■  Bethany  will  also  host  the  Noe  Valley 
Library’s  preschool  story  time,  on  the  same 
dates  (Sept.  5,  12,  and  19)  but  starting  at  1 1 
a.m.  This  is  a  reading-aloud  program  for 
children  ages  3  to  5. 

■  The  Noe  Valley  bookmobile  will  be  open 
for  service  on  Monday  and  Wednesday 
mornings,  10:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  The  spacious 
van  parks  on  Elizabeth  Street,  between 
Diamond  and  Castro. 

■  Meanwhile,  the  Eureka  Valley,  Glen  Park, 
Mission,  Bernal  Heights,  and  other  branch 
libraries  have  scheduled  a  variety  of  other 
programs,  lectures,  and  special  events,  for 
both  children  and  adults.  Go  to  www.sfpl.org 
for  complete  listings. 

■  You  might  be  interested  to  know  that  the 
San  Francisco  Library  has  printed  brochures 
of  recommended  titles  for  babies,  toddlers, 
and  preschoolers.  It  also  has  updated  the 
brochure  "Our  Latino  Heritage.” 

Branch  Hours 

Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 
1  Jose  Sarria  Ct.  (3555  16th  St.),  355-5616 


Sun 

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs 

Fri 

Sat 

12-6  10-9  12-9  10-6 

1-6 

10-6 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
653  Chenery  St.,  337-4740 

Sun 

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs 

Fri 

Sat 

10-6  12-8  1-7 

1-6 

1-6 

Mission  Branch  Library 
300  Bartlett  St.,  355-2800 


Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 
1-5  1-9  10-9  10-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 


BLESSING  OF  THE  ANIMALS 

St.  Philip  Parish  of  Noe  Valley 

welcomes  parishioners,  friends  and  neighbors  to  this 
Annual  Event  in  honor  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi. 

All  animals  (pets)  of  all  faiths  (or  no  faith)  welcome. 

"All  praise  to  you,  Oh  Lord,  for  all  these, 
our  brother  and  sister  creatures." 


Saturday,  October  7th,  10:30  a.m. 

On  the  front  steps  of  the  church 
Located  at  725  Diamond  Street 

For  more  information: 


(415)  282-0141 


SUMMER  (ovef  SHOP 
Reading  -  Noe 

SPECIALS  VALLEY 

*•••*•*•*••#•*••*••*•**•• 

Ask  About  Our 

FREE  DELIVERY! 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 
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VALLEY 

CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 

Tues.  —  Sat.  11  —  6 
Sun.  11  —  5 


Since  1976 


r 

X 

M 

W 

W 

r 

o 

H 

2 

o 


J 


The 

San  Frat\c\sc o 
Mystery 
Bookstore 

*175  l *t6  street 

rf  My  rt  ery  t  o  o  ksS  a  ®  c  o  «v» 

... 

Open  Sunday  -  Thursday 
11:00  a.ivt.  -  b:oo  *>.<*. 

Friday  4  Saturday 

11:00  a . rw.  -  *p:00  p.iw. 

The  Bert  Place  on  The 
Planet  to  Boy  Mysteries.' 


IACONI  BOOKS 

Providing  the  best  children 's  literature  since  1955! 

BOOKS  FOB  CHILDREN 

in  English,  Spanish  and  some  other  languages. 

STORYTIME:  Tuesdays,  11 :30-Noon 

FREE  SPECIAL  EVENTS  FOR  KIDS: 

Author/Illustrator  Barbara  Poliak  -  Sept.  16™,  11:30  -  12:30  PM 
Author/Illustrator  Yuyi  Morales  -  Oct.  13™,  7  -  8:30  PM 


BOOKS  ON  SALE!!! 


English  50%  off;  Spanish  &  bilingual  10%  off. 

(excluding  board  books,  pop-ups  and  CDs ) 

•Discount  applies  to  in-bookstorc,  cash-and-carry  sales  only. 

No  back  orders,  special  orders,  mail  orders.  Cash,  check,  MC/VISA,  purchase  orders  accepted. 


(415)  821-1216 

HOURS: 

M-F:  9-5  /  SAT:  12-5 


N. 


970  TENNESSEE  @  20™ ST 

in  S.F.’s  Potrero/Dogpatch/Mission  Bay  District, 
around  the  block  from  MyGym 
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Neighborhood  $  P I C  ^5  S 
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SF  Hauling 

DEBRIS  REMOVAL  OF  ALL  KINDS 
Dirt/Concrete  Removal 
Excavation/Demolition 
Residential/Commercial 
Basement/Garage/Yard  Clean-Up 
Competitive  Rates/Quality  Work 
Environmentally  Conscious 
Locally  Owned  and  Operated 
Insured/Friendly  Service 

sf_hauling@yahoo.com 


Phone 

415 

740 

8212 


►MdCY  BOWS 


Color  Consulting  &  Design 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Expert  Painting 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com 
licensed  and  insured 


A  FLILL 
SERVICE 
COMPAQ  Y 

etc  n  2 mao- 


u  % 

PLUMBING  SINCE 
lffll 

www.brightplumbing.com 


w 


MAJOR 

CREDIT 

CARDS 

ACCEPTED 


(415)671-1500 


jon  poqo 

Reliable,  Punctual,  Experienced 

HANDYMAN 

•  window  repairs  •  light  fixtures 

•  lock  replacement  •  furniture  assembly 

•  electrical  problems  •  hot  water  beaters 

•  leaky  faucets  &  toilets  •  PET  LOVER 

Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


■>'-> 

■“"1$  co  CO 

f 

AMES  LOCKSMITH 

* 

&  SECURITY  INC. 

ft 

3977  24th  Street 

i 

Q 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

o 

9 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 

<? 

Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 

Mobile  Service 

§ 

1 

(415)  282-7919 

Jt 

& 

raj  CD  esjts. 

NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


NTIAL  ROOFIN* 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

41  5.269.1941 

Slate  License  626953 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


Yoel’s 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


North  Cal 
Roofing 
&  Siding 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 
Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


PaRadiqm 

7  Qardens 

/\  \ 

f  H  Design,  Renovation  and 

/  J  \ 

till  Gardening. 

^■1^^  Fine  Painting  & 

jm  Sensitive  approach  to 

creating  and  caring  for 

W  ^  your  special  retreat  space. 

jm  ?4  m  Interior  and  Exterior 

AP 

M  Environmentally 

W  appropriate  plantings  and 

1  L  J  1  Cell:  415.725.3681 

7  organic  garden  methods. 

Home:  415.771  98m 

lie.  # 651703 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 

Call  Michele  Schaal 

Barney  Walsh 

(415)  282-1612 

Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 

Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies 


ROBERT'S  Iff 
QUALITY  fb 
PAINTING  / 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION,  INC 


phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 


email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 


license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 


d  Serving 

v  the  Bay  Area 

emw 

^Gourmet 

A  Vegetarian  Ftersonal  cKef  Service 

Using  local  seasonal  organic  ingredients, 
ChefDeb  Janes  will  cook  in  your  kitchen 
robustlg  flavorful  vegetarian  meals,  leaving 
them  packaged  for  your  convenience. 

JK>-?d}~\063  •  www.^rdengourmetclTef.cocTi 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


BLOOM  PAINTING 


(415)  821-3752 


CA  Lie.  It  833578 


Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 

Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


jk  LANDSCAPE 
jk  CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
H  Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting.  Irrigation, 

1  m&Rgk  Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


E  A  Electric 

Electric  Contracting  services 

Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  457-0432.902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

-  BY  OLIVIER  - 

TEL:  415-786-4534  •  FAX:  650-355-8370 


License  #  618693 
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Neighborhood  Services 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


VOCABULARY 

ENHANCEMENT 

Lifetime  Skills  8e  Knowledge 
S.A.T.  Preparation 

Verbal  Skills 

WORDRIVER,  INC. 

Dr.  Diana  C.  Kipping 
415*333*4864 

/  '  {  the  Ray  Urea 

Garden 

^’Gourmet 

A  Vegetarian  Personal  chef  Service 

Using  local  seasonal  organic  ing-eciients, 
ChefDeb  Janes  will  cook  in  your  kitchen 
robustly  flavorful  vegetarian  meals,  leaving 
them  packaged  for  your  convenience. 

J\0-y93-\06j  •  WMAW-gardengDurTT^^ 

Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program  /^Tac^\ 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events  /O'  OF  A 

1199  Sanchez  Street  r  HOMEOPATHY  a 

(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco  \  b •—■—*'  J 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 

SLM#ST  INSTANT  INTGRWRS 

Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(41S)  824-4440  zhag@mmdsprmg.com 

SHOE  REPAIR 

The  Pioneer  1 

Renewer  jap 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 

"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 

ROBERTSON  Richard 

wm  DESIGN  Robertson 

I  INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

1 1 WB  PHONE  415.596.7346 

Ckv.  fax  415.647.1389 

saIes@designbyrobertson.com 

www.designbyrobertson.com 

grassroots 

^  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 

HappyGrout 

Grout  "Beautifully”  Restored 

Franco  R.  Lucchesi 

Grout  &  Caulk  Restoration 

Change  Grout  Color  &  Seal  Jol 

Expert  Tile  Cleaning  /  Repair  I 

Bathrooms,  Kitchens,  Floors  \  '0*^^  j 

Residential  &  Commercial  ■  •  -  ||Epk 

All  Work  Guaranteed! 

415-806-2746 

www.HappyGrout.com 

franco(a>HaDDvGrout.com 

fto 

lYom  your  C-c 

Rosen  Method  Movement 

l\loe  Valley  Ministry 

Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 
http://home.earthlink.net/~tgrosen/rosenhome.html 

Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 

75  Minutes 

*0  '  $70 

For  More  Info 
415.845.0678 

.  'r'A~. 

Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 

Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 

Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 

Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http:// www.speakeasy.org/  -  dmanley 

Susan  Frankel 

Life  Coach 

plarkfort) 

(Emtsfrnrftim 

a  full  service  construction  company 

“Create  the  life  you’ve  always  dreamed” 

“We  love  what  we  do-and  it  shows.” 

415.282.5242 

Jim  Blackford 

Call  For  A  Free  Sample  Session 

(415)  437-0850 

McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Jody  Reiss,  LCSW 

Pyschotherapy 

A  safe  place  to  talk  about 
life  transition,  relationship  turmoil, 
emotional  upheaval,  existential  crisis, 
...or  simple,  everyday  concerns. 

415.401.9482 

LCS 15289 


STARLIGHT  ♦  STAR  BRIGHT 
DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


DEREK 

W  ELECTRICAL 

ROCK 

0  SERVICE 

ELECTRICAL  - 

RESIDENTIAL 

LIC. #805003 

No  Job  Too  Small  •  Free  Estimate 

Tel.  (415)  490-7475 

ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


SINGING  LESSONS 
LEE  FOWLER 


Recently  Relocated  from  NY 

Beginners  -  Advanced 
Professionals 

Students  on  Broadway  and  in  Opera 

(415)  469*9697 


FREE  VOCAL  EVALUATION  WITH  THIS  AD 


|/Ri^teRy 

**  DESIGNS  8  Y  WENDY  l  MIHER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


KDI 

katama  development,  inc. 

a  planning  and  land  use 
company  of  former  municipal 
planners  specializing  in  historic 
preservation 

(415)  341-8890 
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CLASS  ADS 


Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun,  social,  and  en¬ 
ergetic.  Free  lesson  and  introductory  party  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  Sept,  7,  at  8  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  Bring 
soft  shoes.  No  partners  needed.  Basic  class  starts 
Sept.  1 4.  Eight -class  series  $45.  Call  4 1 5-333-9372. 

Tax  Preparation  and  planning,  specializing  in  self- 
employed  individuals.  Enrolled  agent  licensed  to 
represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Ten  percent  dis¬ 
count  on  2005  tax  return  with  this  ad.  4 1 5-695- 1819. 
Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 

Carpenter — Quality  Craftsman-Style  Construc¬ 
tion  front  start  to  finish.  Kitchen  and  bathroom  re¬ 
modeling.  Victorian  home  restoration.  I  am  neat, 
clean,  organized,  and  family  friendly.  15  years  of 
experience  with  an  extensive  list  of  happy  clients  in 
Noe  Valley.  Call  Darrin  at  415-642-2509. 

Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  user  education 
(tutoring),  and  migration  (switching  ISPs).  Hard¬ 
ware  and  software:  installation,  configuration,  and 
upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and  network 
(wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  Trojan,  and  spy- 
ware  removal  (flat  rate  guaranteed).  Competitive 
rates,  house  calls,  small  to  large  jobs,  and  can  work 
with  non-technical  individuals.  References.  John, 
415-586-2333. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people)  retired  Noe  Valley  resident.  Lucy, 
415-282-3676. 

ZeZe  Housecleaning.  Housecleaning  and  organiz¬ 
ing  services.  Great  references  and  professional 
work.  Responsibility  and  dedication  you  can  see. 
Call  us  for  a  free  estimate.  Kyle.  650-243-1808  or 
by  e-mail  at  :e:eparreira@hotmai  I  .com . 

Piano  Lessons  and  Trumpet  Lessons.  At-home  in¬ 
struction  available  for  Noe  Valley  residents.  Begin¬ 
ning  adults  and  children  ages  6  and  up.  Contact  per¬ 
son:  Marina  Garza.  4 15-269-7507.  Over  10  years  of 
teaching  experience.  Bachelor's  and  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  Music  Education  and  Jazz  Studies. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue. 
415-821-4890  or  etnarsh5108@aol.com. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedy- 
musicsniclio.com. 

The  Writing  Tutors  offer  professional,  compas¬ 
sionate  tutoring  for  grades  6-12  and  beyond.  Ex¬ 
pertise  includes  English  composition,  overcoming 
writing-related  anxiety,  school  entrance  essays,  per¬ 
sonal  statements,  literary  analysis,  reading  compre¬ 
hension,  creative  writing,  journalism,  college  prep, 
and  study  skills.  Visit  wu  w.thewritingnitors.com  or 
call  415-577-6257. 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40$  a  war 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 


Garden  Consultations:  Want  to  do  it  yourself  but 
don’t  know  how?  With  25+  years  experience,  I  can 
answer  questions  and  point  you  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion.  Design  from  scratch,  renovate,  reduce  mainte¬ 
nance,  learn  organic  techniques,  etc.  I’ll  help  you 
make  wise,  economical  choices  that  yield  beautiful 
results.  Call  415-252-0566. 

Beyond  Coaching.  Discover/renew  your  life  jour¬ 
ney:  make  the  unique  purpose  you  can  express  with 
integrity,  passion,  and  courage.  Make  difficult  tran¬ 
sitions,  overcome  obstacles  to  core  spiritual  values. 
Licensed  psychotherapist  practicing  29  years.  I  of¬ 
fer:  bioenergetics  for  body-based  emotional  healing, 
EMDR,  hypnosis.  Transpersonal  for  the  real  world. 
Experienced  as  work  coach  and  dealing  with  wide 
range  of  family  and  organizational  dysfunction.  Af¬ 
fordable.  Judy  Wyatt,  License  #MFTI9251.  415- 
282-8930. 


Compassionate  Organizing  and  Clearing  of  your 
departed  one's  home.  Is  the  idea  of  cleaning  out  a 
departed  one’s  home  overwhelming?  As  an  RN  with 
experience  in  the  grief  process,  I  understand  the  im¬ 
portance  of  bringing  dignity,  honor,  and  compassion 
to  the  act  of  clearing  your  loved  one's  home.  Work¬ 
ing  closely  with  family  for  guidance,  I  will  ensure 
that  items  are  taken  care  of  through  private  sales, 
non-profit  donation,  and  respectful  removal.  Feel 
free  to  call  me  for  a  consultation.  Mary.  824-4436. 

Find  Your  Perfect  San  Francisco  Home.  See 

every  home  for  sale  in  the  city  online,  just  like  a  re¬ 
altor.  Complete  MLS  listings  now  available  to  buy¬ 
ers  for  the  first  time!  Zephyr  MLS  Direct.  Call  for 
details:  415-695-7707. 

Computer  Driving  You  Buggy?  We  fix  problems! 
25  years  experience.  Software/hardware  consulting; 
set  up  a  wireless  network  for  you.  Can  work  with 
individuals,  small/medium  businesses,  or  profes¬ 
sionals.  Patience  with  non-technical  folks  a  spe¬ 
cialty.  Rob.  415-244-3305.  At  your  service! 
www.SFComputech.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  with  queen  bed.  kitchenette,  breakfast  choic¬ 
es.  Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (level).  20th  and 
Douglass  streets.  415-626-6497;  JiniDiDL@aol 
.com:  www.vacationrentals.coni/vacation-rentals/ 
I0961.html. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons  tai¬ 
lored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory,  clas¬ 
sical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Ban- 
nett,  648-1007. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guv:  Residence,  business, 
home  office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines, 
DSL,  ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life! 
Separate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appoint¬ 
ments!  Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call 
641-8410.  E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 


PC  TUtoring:  Introduction  to  Windows,  Word,  Ex¬ 
cel,  PowerPoint,  and  Publisher  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  One  and  a 
half  hours  for  $45. 820- 1 670;  cfehcom@gniail.com. 

Expert  Landscape  and  Garden  Services:  Tree 
planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design, 
renovation,  restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly 
scheduled  general  property  and  garden  mainte¬ 
nance.  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems  installation 
and  repair.  Yard  cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too 
big  or  too  small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service;  15  years  of  experience.  References 
available.  Call  David  at  415-846-7581;  www. 
shapeoftheearth.com. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  and  organizing 
service.  Only  use  non-toxic  products.  Since  1997. 
Free  estimate.  Call  Simone,  415-806-7877. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal;  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat,  cho¬ 
lesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  certifi¬ 
cates  available.  Fora  monthly  menu  call  Jane,  415- 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealciiisine.com. 

Home,  Apartment,  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excel¬ 
lent  references,  professional,  reasonably  priced.  Of¬ 
fering  service  seven  days  a  week.  For  more  details, 
call  Lucimar  (Lucy)  at  415-292-0779. 

Loans4Less.com.  877-981-5626.  Purchase  and  re¬ 
finance  home  loans. 

Experienced  Architect  will  help  you  realize  the 
best  potential  for  your  residential  building  when  re¬ 
modeling  or  expanding.  Licensed  architect  for  over 
29  years.  Free  initial  consultation  on  any  project. 
Call  Mike  Hager  at  415-285-7409. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modern  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Living  Tai  Chi  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation,  Qigong, 
Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive.  Monday 
andTuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  San¬ 
chez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15  a.m.  Please 
call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mondays  exclud¬ 
ed).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since  1973. 650-756- 
6857;  415-773-8185;  www.livingtaichisf.com. 

Affordable,  Experienced  Therapist.  I  have  18 
years  broad  experience.  Interactive,  intelligent, 
playful,  direct  style.  Adults,  couples,  children,  fam¬ 
ilies,  LGBTQ.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin. 
415-255-6394. 

Vanda’s  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional  and  reasonably  priced.  Thorough, 
reliable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 


I’d  Love  to  Help  You!  Experienced  professional 
driver  can  take  you  to  doctors’  appointments,  shop¬ 
ping,  errands.  Let  me  help  you.  Anywhere  you  want 
to  go.  Presently  driving  retired  woman  from  Her¬ 
itage  Retirement  Home.  Caring,  patient.  All  ages 
welcome.  Professional;  personal  references  avail¬ 
able.  Will  work  with  your  needs  and  time  frame.  $  1 8 
per  hour.  Marlene,  415-515-9248. 


Beautiful  Garden  Flat,  Short-Term  Rental.  All 

amenities.  One-bedroom  flat  suitable  for  one  or  two 
people.  Very  quiet,  private,  overlooking  lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Tastefully  furnished,  completely  self-con¬ 
tained,  with  own  entry,  phone,  etc.  Two  DSL  con¬ 
nections.  Even  a  good  spinet  piano!  Minimum  stay 
of  two  weeks;  prefer  longer.  Call  415-821-4872, 
visit  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com.  or  e-mail 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  $2,600  per  month,  all-inclu¬ 
sive,  or  $850  weekly  if  less  than  a  month. 

Hola/Ola!  Learn  Portuguese  or  Spanish.  Fun  in¬ 
teractive  approach.  Learn  language  and  culture  from 
a  native  speaker.  Private  or  group  classes.  All  lev¬ 
els  and  ages.  Experienced  language  instructor  and 
Noe  Valley  resident.  Daniela:  415-385-5797, 
cianielasalas@comcast.net. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 
Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite 
TV,  phone,  Internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden.  Rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677;  do- 
ioresstudio@yahoo.com. 

Del  Santo  Floor  Waxing  Co.  Wood  floors  and  vin¬ 
tage  tile.  25  years  in  business  in  Noe  Valley.  415- 
550-1142. 

Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  and  audio,  video,  and 
home  theater  setups.  Gene’s  Sound  Service  makes 
it  easy . .  .and  convenient,  with  day,  evening,  and  Sat¬ 
urday  appointments  available.  All  repairs  done  on¬ 
site.  “Gene’s  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give  him 
a  try,”  says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  415- 
377-1258. 

One-Bedroom  Noe  Valley  Holiday  Rental: 

$85/night,  three-night  minimum.  For  details  and 
pictures,  e-mail  Sydjoy@aol.com. 

Somatic  (Body-Oriented)  Counseling.  Have  you 
done  a  lot  of  work  on  yourself  but  still  find  it  hard 
to  do  things  differently?  This  experiential  work, 
based  in  mindfulness,  has  the  potential  to  actualize 
the  changes  you  want!  Call  Denise,  certified  Hako- 
mi  therapist,  415-641-9633. 


(finger  %arefs  of 


‘Reaf  ‘Estate  Epqpert 
Caff 415-297-4492 
or  415-282-4492  a 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 

www.hidden-cottage.com 
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CLASS  ADS 


Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can’t  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/gay/ 
bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and  on 
the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer,  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
652-6889  or  650-341-0617.  Visit  my  web  site: 
www.personalchange.org. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  415-970-8177;  hemyguestsf.com. 

Handyman — 756-9896.  Basic  electrical,  building 
maintenance,  carpentry,  custom  cabinetry  and 
woodwork,  decks,  doors,  dry  rot  damage,  fences, 
garbage  disposals,  locks,  molding,  painting,  plumb¬ 
ing,  sheetrock,  siding,  stairs,  tile,  toilets. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Leam  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $1 1  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1117. 

Growsgreen  Landscape  offers  custom  garden  de¬ 
signs.  www.growsgreen.com;  415-336-9829. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it ’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  4 1 5- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T.,  415-267-4848. 


Carpentry — Design.  20+  years  of  experience.  In¬ 
door/outdoor  trellis.  Retrofit,  bathrooms,  decks. 
Finish  carpentry,  additions.  Windows.  Great  refer¬ 
ences.  415-200-7642.  Jeffrey. 

Your  Trees  Are  Part  of  Your  Investment,  and  part 
of  your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert,  quality  care. 
Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA 
Certified  Arborist.  Free  estimates.  Licensed  and  in¬ 
sured.  Call  Martin  Amest  at  415-882-1109.  Cali¬ 
fornia  license  number  829012. 

Adriano's  Hauling  and  Cleaning:  We  love  clean¬ 
ing  your  patio,  home,  building,  storage  area,  and 
more.  Need  to  make  space  in  your  garage  or  stor¬ 
age  area?  We  will  organize  it  for  you!  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Adriano  415-990-4062. 

Conversations  with  Art.  Bring  a  special  object,  an 
art  piece,  and/or  a  question,  or  just  bring  yourself. 
Third  Thursdays,  7  to  8:30  p.m.  821-3456. 

IHSS  Care  Provider  needed  by  European  fibro¬ 
myalgia  sufferer.  Ray,  415-970-0770. 


Needed:  Private  Investigator  who  is  reliable,  eth¬ 
ical,  knows  the  laws,  integrity.  References.  Low- 
cost.  Easy  job.  Will  pay  more  for  results.  Call  Chris, 
415-509-4399. 

Low  Voltage!  Systems.  Telephone/voicemail  sys¬ 
tems.  Intercom  and  door  entry  systems.  Video  se¬ 
curity  systems,  home  entertainment,  cabling  and 
jacks  for  telephones,  Cat  5/6  computer,  sound, 
video.  Business  and  residential.  Humane  rates.  Lie 
#796389.  Kent@allwired.net.  468-9400. 

Beginning  Mosaic  Workshops  with  longtime 
Potrero  Hill  artist.  Create  a  mosaic  stepping  stone: 
original,  permanent  art  for  your  garden.  Or  for 
your  mom!  All  materials  provided.  Visit 
www.jonieisen.com  or  call  415-648-6740. 

Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  22nd  and  Guerrero  streets  location.  Spe¬ 
cializing  in  rock,  electric  guitar,  and  bass  lessons  for 
kids  and  teenagers.  Leam  songs  by  Greenday,  Blink 
182,  etc.  Contact  jmmahan@earthiink.com  or  648- 
8892  for  information  and  referrals.  MIT  and  SF 
Conservatory  alumni. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Twenty- 
two  years  in  Noe  Valley.  Pruning,  cleanups,  main¬ 
tenance,  lawns,  flagstone  patios,  irrigation,  planti¬ 
ng.  Call  Jorge  at  415-826-7840  for  free  estimates. 
Remember,  this  is  pruning  time. 

Peaceful  Kingdom  Petsitting:  Offering  gentle,  al¬ 
ternative  care  for  your  beloved  pets,  and  peace  of 
mind  when  you  are  away.  Pet  medications  are  my 
specialty.  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco 
pets  for  over  10  years.  JoAnn,  415-920-1973. 

Noe  Valley  Short-Term  Furnished  Rental.  For  de¬ 
tails  go  to  www.noenook.com  or  call  4 1 5-695-7924. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I’m  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  stories, 
etc.  415-867-1582  or  ojhoier@mindspring.com. 

Dog  Training  and  behavior  modification.  Expert 
private  work  in  your  home.  Any  problem,  any  dog. 
The  Pooch  Coach,  www.poochcoach.com;  415- 
643-3333. 

Repairs  with  a  Woman’s  Touch.  Handywoman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren't  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Get  reli¬ 
able,  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing,  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments,  furniture  assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger,  Repairs 
with  a  Woman’s  Touch,  415-517-4013. 

ZeZe  Housecleaning.  Housecleaning  and  organiz¬ 
ing  services.  Great  references  and  professional 
work.  Responsibility  and  dedication  you  can  see. 
Call  us  fora  free  estimate.  ZeZe:  650-243-1811  cell; 
650-758-4871  home;  e-mail  zezeparreira@hot 
maii.com. 

House  Sitter.  San  Francisco  teacher  cares  for  your 
home,  pets,  garden.  References,  reasonable  rates. 
Michele:  Call  415-821-6992  ore-mail  Macwrite36 
@netzero.com. 

Carpentry:  Punch  list  master.  Fast  response  for 
small  jobs.  Foundation  to  framing  to  finish.  Own 
work.  Call  Brian  Graham  at  415-810-1309. 


August  Moon  Massage,  Jana  Hutcheson.  Swedish, 
Shiatsu,  LomiLomi,  deep-tissue,  sports  massage. 
Office  space  and  house  calls  available.  Gift  certifi¬ 
cates  $70  per  hour.  Author  of  Heating  Alternatives. 
415-647-7517.  Call  for  appointment  today. 

Supportive  Psychotherapist  Marianne  LaRuffa, 
M.F.T,  with  20+  years  experience  working  with  se¬ 
niors,  families,  adolescents,  and  current  openings 
with  support  group  for  adult  children  of  aging  par¬ 
ents.  Noe  Valley.  Sliding  scale.  415-637-5815. 

Professional  Gardener,  Native  Plant  Consultant, 

specializing  in  low-maintenance,  drought-tolerant 
landscapes.  Strong  sense  of  design  and  immense 
knowledge  of  plants.  Experienced  in  irrigation, 
lighting,  stonework,  have  references.  Visit  www. 
ceanothusgardens.com.  Call  James  Wilson  415- 
933-8640  or  e-mail  James@ceanothusgardens. com. 


Garage  Space  for  Rent.  $  175/month.  Sanchez 
(Jersey/25th).  Limited  access.  648-8614. 

Housecleaning — First  Class,  Detailed  Work.  Es¬ 
tablished  in  Noe  Valley  in  1988.  Excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  Sullivan,  285-7279. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(max).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend, 
$375.  Seven  nights,  $600.  Discount  for  repeat 
guests.  Additional  nights  after  the  first  seven  are  $80 
per  night,  or  four  weeks  for  $2,000.  415-647-3052. 
Photos,  http:llhome.earthlink.netl~springmountl . 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time’s  better 
spent!  www.mvstudyhuddY.org.  Jane  Radcliffe,  415- 
586-4577. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes. 

We  have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes 
covering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  medi¬ 
tation,  yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga, 
relaxation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $1 1  to  $15  for 
workshops,  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  Street.  821-1117. 

Greater  Success  and  Satisfaction.  I  offer  short- 
and  long-term  psychotherapy  to  help  you  feel 
greater  success  and  satisfaction  in  your  life.  Rela¬ 
tionships,  life  changes,  career,  creativity,  sexuality, 
loss.  I  work  with  individuals  and  couples.  On  24th 
Street.  Katrina  Child,  M.F.T.,  license  #3635; 
www.katrinachild.com ;  415-255-3279. 

Home  Business  Opportunity.  High  cost  of  living 
in  the  Bay  Area  getting  to  you?  www.DontWorry 
StartLiving.com. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 

Office  Support  Plus.  Business/home  office/out¬ 
sourcing.  4 1 5-239-0561 . 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  40y  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Yoke,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  October 
2006  issue,  distributed  in  Noe 
Valley  on  or  before  Oct.  1 .  The 
deadline  for  Class  Ads  is  Sept. 
15,  2006. 

Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  printed 
in  the  newspaper  and  then  dis¬ 
played  for  one  month  on  our  web 
site:  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Thank  you  for 
your  support. 


Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 


Comprehensive  Eye  Exams 
Contact  Lenses 
LASIK  Consultation 
Evening  £r  Saturday  Appointments 
Designer  Eyeglasses  Sunglasses 


Dior  •  Gucci  •  Armani  •  Valentino  •  Kate  Spade  •  Ralph  Lauren 
Juicy  Couture  •  Polo  •  Adidas  •  Nike  •  Silhouette  •  Disney 


Office  Hours: 

Tue  -  Wed:  10  am  -  7  pm 
Thur  -  Fri:  9  am  -  6  pm 
Satur:  9  am  -  3  pm 


VSP  Network  Doctor 


Dr.  Bonnie  Ng 


EYE  LEVEL 
optometry 

(415)  648-4200 
1544  Church  St.  (@  Duncan) 


r 


K 


Tea  Room  &  Antiques 


Take  Time  for  Tea l 

Please  note  our  new  hours: 
Wed.  —  Sun.  11  a.m.  —  6  p.m. 


1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 
Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


J 
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www.linda-gordon.com 


Linda  S.  Gordon 


winner 


OF  THE 

San  Francisco  Chronicle's 


READER'S  CHOICE  AWARDS 
'BEST  REAL  ESTATE  AGENT" 


(415)  602-1471 
sold@linda-gordon.com 


ifPl 


INDA  FAR  EXCEEDED  OUR  EXPECTATIONS  on 
every  level. 

Her  level  of  professionalism  &  attention  to  detail  is 
UNMATCHED  and  her  ability  to  market  our  house  was 
superb.  Linda  convinced  us  to  follow  her 
suggestions... we  were  thrilled  with  the  results... 
Linda  had  the  vision  to  see  our  before  &  after  down  to 
every  detail. 


ONE  BIT  OF  ADVICE  to  anyone  thinking  about  selling 
their  property...  HIRE  LINDA! 

1  Scott  &  Kirsten  Arpajian 


INDA'S  ENTHUSIASM  AND  KNOWLEDGE  of  the 
real  estate  market  are  astounding. 


Linda's  highly  effective,  wonderfully  thorough  and 
perfectly  organized.  She  held  my  hand  through  each 
step  of  the  process  formulating  my  best  offer  and 
progressing  towards  ownership 


am  truly  delighted,  and  I  NEVER  COULD  HAVE  DONE 
IT  WITHOUT  LINDA! 


Jeanne  M.  Belanger 


HERTH 


555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94114 


Representing  Noe  Valle 
Buyers  and  Sellers 
since  1965. 


V'Y  ,-T 
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555  Castro  Street •  San  Francisco*  415-861-5200*  www.herth.com 


Your  Noe  Valley  Expert 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


The  Forest  and 
the  Trees 

By  Mazo  ok 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  ASSOCIATION  (NVA), 
which  is  what  the  24th  Street  Com¬ 
munity  Benefit  District  (CBD)  is  calling 
itself  these  days,  has  announced  that  on 
Sept.  12,  some  50  trees  will  be  planted  in 
“Downtown  Noe  Valley”  by  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bureau  of  Urban  Forestry  and 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest,  with  the  aid 
of  volunteers  from  Levi  Strauss  &  Co. 

“We  are  very  excited  that  our  work  in 
putting  together  this  tree-planting  project 
is  becoming  a  reality,”  says  Debra  Niemann, 
the  NVA’s  executive  director.  “There  will 
be  a  second  planting  of  around  30  more 
trees  near  the  end  of  this  year.” 

A  big  chunk  of  the  funding  for  the  trees 
came  from  a  $  1 0,000  grant  awarded  to  the 
NVA  as  part  of  the  city’s  Community 
Challenge  Grants  Program  (also  known 
as  the  Neighborhood  Beautification 
Fund).  The  NVA’s  was  one  of  23  city  pro¬ 
jects  that  received“community-greening” 
grants  totalling  $500,000.  Niemann  was 
pretty  happy  about  the  award,  since  she 
wrote  the  proposal. 

“We  also  received  an  additional  $3,200 
grant  from  San  Francisco  Beautiful,”  says 
Niemann,  “and  a  lot  of  volunteer  support 
from  neighborhood  people  like  Carol 
Yenne,  Rob  Evans,  Ned  Smith,  and  Is¬ 
abelle  Salvadori.” 

The  NVA’s  tree  group  had  the  task  of 


picking  the  types  of  trees  and  the  sites 
along  24th  Street.  They  considered  the  ef¬ 
fects  the  trees  would  have  on  PG&E 
wires,  sewers,  and  doorways,  and  then  ob¬ 
tained  the  property  owners’  consent.  “We 
had  to  wind  our  way  through  five  city 
agencies,”  Niemann  says. 

The  trees  were  chosen  for  size,  color, 
and  durability.  The  NVA  looked  for  tall, 
strong  trees  with  small  canopies,  Nie¬ 
mann  says.  Some  of  the  winning  candi¬ 
dates  were  the  Double-Cherry,  Callery 
Pear,  Tristania,  and  Little  Gem  Magnolia. 
Don’t  worry,  they're  not  fruit-bearing. 

Later  this  year,  the  NVA  will  be  plant¬ 
ing  some  London  plane  trees,  which  have 
a  large  canopy,  on  Noe  and  Sanchez 
streets  near  24th. 

“It  has  been  quite  a  process,  taking 
hours  and  hours  in  each  phase,  as  we  went 
step  by  step  since  January,”  says  Nie¬ 
mann,  “and  we  are  still  looking  for  sites. 
I  never  knew  how  hard  it  was  to  plant  a 
tree!  It  has  been  a  great  experience,  how¬ 
ever,  and  we  were  able  to  meet  some  true 
gems  in  our  city  government  who  want¬ 
ed  to  help  us  make  this  happen.  A  special 
thanks  to  Carla  Short,  who  is  a  manager 
at  the  Bureau  of  Urban  Forestry.  She’s 
been  just  wonderful.” 

In  other  green  news,  last  J une ’s  Garden 
Tour,  organized  by  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
raised  over  $3,200  ,  according  to  Friends 
President  Richard  May.  The  money  will 
be  given  to  the  NVA  also,  and  earmarked 
for  four  ornamental  metal  flower  boxes, 
to  be  placed  on  24th  Street.  If  you  missed 
this  year’s  tour,  which  featured  half  a 
dozen  gorgeous  backyard  gardens, 
Richard  May  says  the  event  will  sprout 
again  next  year,  possibly  with  a  plant  sale. 

s  ®  & 

A  BEAUTIFUL  PARKING  JOB:  Even 
more  benefits  from  the  CBD  are  appear¬ 
ing  at  the  city’s  public  parking  lot  on  24th 
Street  between  Le  Zinc  and  Radio  Shack. 


On  behalf  of  NVA,  Just  for  Fun’s  David 
Eiland  has  been  working  with  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Parking  to  do  a  makeover  of 
the  space.  “Several  months  ago,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  city  came  out  to  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  looking  for  way  to  beautify  our  neigh¬ 
borhood  business  district,  and  among 
other  things,  they  took  an  interest  in  our 
public  parking  lot,”  says  Eiland. 

As  you  might  know,  the  lot  has  hosted 
homeless  people  in  the  past,  who  have 
slept  behind  the  front  wall.  What’s  worse, 
drug  needles  have  appeared,  and  this 
brings  up  some  serious  safety  issues. 

Eiland  et  al.  were  asked  to  come  up 
with  a  design  for  the  lot's  renovation,  and 
work  was  started  last  month.  The  plans 
are  to  repave  the  lot  and  entrance,  tear 
down  the  brick  wall,  create  a  micro-mini¬ 
park  featuring  seating  off  the  sidewalk, 
place  two  new  bulletin  boards  on  the  Ra¬ 
dio  Shack  wall  (a  smaller  one  for  NVA 
news  and  a  larger  one  for  neighborhood 
postings),  and  install  benches  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  even  a  game  table.  There  will  also 
be  room  for  cars  to  park. 

Eiland  says  a  community  meeting  will 
be  held  sometime  in  the  next  few  months, 
to  discuss  long-term  planning. 

In  one  last  NVA  item,  Niemann  says 
she  is  “delighted  with  the  splendid  job” 
that  MJM  Management,  which  was  hired 
to  keep  24th  Street  clean,  is  doing.  (I  es¬ 
pecially  like  the  sidewalk-steaming.) 

She  says  if  you  sight  a  spill  (trash,  dog 
poop,  anything)  on  24th  Street,  call  the 
NVA/CBD  dispatch  number,  559-8492. 

®  s  s 

MARKET  MY  WORDS:  Following  up 
on  tips  from  City  Hall,  the  Noe  Valley  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Investigation  (NVBI)  has  learned 
that  an  escrow  account  has  been  opened 
for  the  transfer  of  Bell  Market  to  Harley 
DeLano,  the  “hometown”  grocer  who 
owned  Bell  in  the  1990s. 

When  the  NVBI  called  for  confirma- 
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Collectors, Take  Note:  One  of  the  hot 
items  in  Noe  Valley  this  summer  was  the 
first  edition  of  Noe  News  4  Kids,  “Noe 
Valley’s  first  newspaper  written  for  and  by 
kids.”  Thirteen  young  artists  and  writers 
contributed  stories,  drawings,  and  games  to 
the  flagship  effort,  which  was  produced  by 
Artery  art  studio  on  Church  Street.  Kids 
who  want  to  get  involved  should  e-mail 
Paula  Benton  quick:  bentonp@sprynelcom. 
The  fall  issue  is  about  to  go  to  press. 


tion,  DeLano  confirmed  that  Bell  might 
soon  be  his.  “Yes,  that’s  true — it’s  a  pret¬ 
ty  tight  escrow.  We  now  have  60  days  to 
complete  the  transaction,  and  30  days  to 
get  the  landlord’s  approval.  We  are  about 
to  set  up  a  meeting  with  the  landlord.  Then 
we  have  to  make  an  application  to  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control 
for  the  transfer  from  Kroger.  Hopefully, 
we  will  close  the  sale  by  the  first  week  of 
December.” 

DeLano’s  group  is  buying  1 1  Cala/Bell 
markets  in  the  Ralph’s  chain:  six  in  San 
Francisco  (Noe  Valley,  Eureka  Valley, 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

Broiled  Salmon  Buhritos  -¥■  Delicious  Chicken  MOLEV 
V  Wonderful  Enchiladas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork  * 

-¥•  Cactus  Burritus  -¥■  Fantastic  Grilled  Quisaiiiilas  v 
-¥■  Grilled  Seafoiiii  Specials  -¥- 
Great  Tacos  V  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 

(j/eefs  l/s  Out-  <  (yarn  — 

*  7~or  tAe  t  Ay/uV  AAAne// 

^  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-04 77 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  center 

(41 5)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


SHIELD 


BBB 

t 


since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th),  S.F.,  CA  94110 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
"Test-Only”  Stations 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE  ; 


BRAKE  &  SAFETY  , 
INSPECTION  ($56  Value )  I 


OIL  CHANGE 
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Certified 

Professional 


1PORT 


Bring  this  ad  and  mention 
Chef  Deano's  name  to  get 
$5.00  OFF  YOUR  DINNER  ENTREE 


Spectacular  SOMA  Top-Floor  Two-Level  Loft 

Centrally  Located  -  BART,  MUNI,  Cafes,  Theatres  &  Shopping  Are  All  Steps  A  way! 


CALL  4 1  5.64 1 .7773  www.kookez.com 


Offered  at  $  72 9,  000 

www.RealtylnSanFrancisco.com 


Stephanie  Ahlberg 
#1  Top  Producer  for  2005 
(415)  321-4232 

giuLLtca 


Beautiful  Upgrades  -  Must  See! 

•  Loft  Master  Bedroom  Suite 

•  1.5  Luxurious  Baths 

•  Large  Living  /  Dining  Room 

•  Private  Walk-Out  Deck 

•  Garage  Parking  w/ Storage 


about  how  your  ink-cartridge  recycling 
efforts  will  be  rewarded  with  a  gift  of  sev¬ 
eral  free  prints.  But  don’t  tell  him  you 
heard  about  it  from  me. 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

California/Hyde,  Geary/27th  Avenue, 
South  Van  Ness,  and  Silver  Avenue)  and 
five  in  Marin  (Fairfax,  Novato,  Mill  Val¬ 
ley,  and  two  in  Tiburon). 

“We  are  excited  to  be  coming  back  to 
Noe  Valley,  and  we  are  anxious  to  set  up 
a  community  meeting  to  hear  what  things 
our  customers  want  to  see  on  the  shelves,” 
says  DeLano.  “We  will  be  contacting  Su¬ 
pervisor  Dufty  to  set  up  the  meeting.” 

When  the  NVBI  called  Bevan  Dufty, 
he  said  he’d  already  talked  to  DeLano  and 
agreed  to  look  for  a  date  and  a  suitable 
meeting  place.  (Should  we  get  the  James 
Lick  Auditorium?) 

s  s  s 

DRY  AS  A  TURNIP:  In  a  related  food 
item,  the  NVBI  unfortunately  has  no 
news  to  report  on  the  ghostly  Real  Food 
Company,  which  Nutraceutical  Corpora¬ 
tion  closed  three  long  years  ago  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Labor  Day  weekend.  Even 
a  supervisor  can’t  get  the  scoop.  “I  have 
tried  to  follow  up  several  times  with  them 
about  the  architectural  plans  they  said 
they  were  working  on,  but  Fve  had  no  re¬ 
sponse,”  Dufty  says. 

Maybe  we  can  have  a  “neighborhood 
meeting”  with  the  Nutra-folks  and  find 
out  what  they  can  do  for  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  (Should  we  get  the  Civic  Auditori¬ 
um?) 

Speaking  of  large  corporations  existing 
in  quaint  little  neighborhoods  and  look¬ 
ing  for  ways  they  can  help,  there's  good 
news  about  Walgreen’s.  Our  local  drug¬ 
store,  on  Castro  near  24th,  will  cheerful¬ 
ly  recycle  all  your  batteries,  as  well  as  the 
old  ink  cartridges  from  your  computer 
printers.  Talk  to  store  manager  Yong  Li 


By  the  way,  when  Walgreen’s  took  over 
the  Little  Bell  space  many  years  ago,  they 
made  a  deal  with  neighborhood  groups 
that  there  would  be  one  hour  free  parking 
for  all  Downtown  Noe  Valley  shoppers, 
whether  or  not  they  shopped  at  Wal¬ 
green’s.  That  deal  still  stands. 

s  &  & 

IN  THE  “WE  LOVE  NOE  VALLEY”  de¬ 
partment,  Hill  &  Co.  Real  Estate  is  climb¬ 
ing  to  the  top  fast.  The  firm  is  expanding 
its  operation — they  already  have  two  of¬ 
fices  in  Cow  Hollow — and  opening  up  a 
new  branch  on  the  corner  of  24th  and 
Sanchez,  in  the  building  once  occupied  by 
Designers’  Club. 

According  to  spokesperson  Eileen 
Mougeot,  Hill  is  hoping  to  open  the  new 
Noe  Valley  office  by  Nov.  1 .  “We  plan  on 
having  20  agents  at  that  location  and  90 
agents  in  our  Cow  Hollow  offices.” 

Why  Noe  Valley?  “Well,  this  is  a  fam¬ 
ily-run  business,  started  in  Cow  Hollow 
in  1956.  It  grew  as  a  family-owned  neigh¬ 
borhood  business,  and  we  have  seen  our 
clientele  in  Noe  Valley  grow  steadily  over 
the  years.  We  all  just  love  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  so  the  [Costello]  family  that  owns 
the  company  decided  it  was  time  to  do  it,” 
says  Mougeot,  who  has  been  with  Hill  & 
Co.  for  25  years. 

Mougeot  says  Hill  &  Co.,  which  owns 
the  building,  is  joining  the  Noe  Valley 
Merchants  and  Professionals  Association 
and  will  be  sponsoring  the  “Pumpkin 
Patch”  booth  at  the  Oct.  2 1  Harvest  Fest. 
The  business  is  also  looking  forward  to 
participating  in  the  N  VA’s  efforts  to  beau¬ 
tify  the  business  district. 

Both  of  the  upstairs  residential  units 
have  been  remodeled  and  turned  into  con¬ 
dos,  and  they’re  being  offered  for  sale  this 


4123  24th  St.  -  San  Francisco  94114 
(Noe  Valley  Between  Castro  &  Diamond  Streets) 


month  (by  Hill,  of  course).  Each  flat  has 
three  bedrooms  and  two  baths,  a  deck,  and 
parking,  and  “should  be  in  the  million- 
dollar  range,”  says  Mougeot. 

Also  new  to  Noe  Valley  is  a  women’s 
clothing  store  which  moved  into  the  spot 
vacated  by  Guys  and  Dolls,  on  24th  Street 
just  east  of  Church.  It  is  called  Nisa, 
which  means  “woman”  in  Arabic,  and  it 
features  a  locally-designed  women’s 
clothing  line.  The  styles  were  originally 
created  by  owners  Shinobu  Sering  and 
Umay  Mohammed,  who  first  opened  Nisa 
SF  on  Guerrero  and  19th  streets  in  1996. 
The  two  designers  have  been  quite  suc¬ 
cessful  since  then,  with  their  comfortable, 
colorful  knits.  Ivy  Chan  and  Marie  Bis- 
carra  have  joined  them  in  the  venture. 

S  S  S 

PULLING  FOR  LOST  IN  THE  FOG:  Sat¬ 
urday,  July  16,  was  a  strange  day  in  Noe 
Valley.  That  was  the  day  award-winning 
thoroughbred  Lost  in  the  Fog,  last  year’s 
national  sprinting  champion,  ran  a  race  at 
Calder  Racetrack  near  Miami,  Fla.  The 
Fog  is,  as  most  of  you  know,  the  pride  and 
joy  of  Downtown  Noe  Valley  business¬ 
man  Harry  Aleo.  The  same  day,  Aleo  en¬ 
tered  another  horse  he  owns,  Victorina,  a 

3- year-old  philly,  in  Calder’s  Azalea 
Breeders’  Cup. 

Well,  Victorina  won  her  race,  but  the 

4- year-old  Fog  finished  ninth  in  his,  even 
though  he  was  an  1 1  -to- 1 0  favorite.  “Lost 
in  the  Fog  ran  the  worst  race  of  his  ca¬ 
reer,”  the  Chronicle’s  Larry  Stumes  re¬ 
ported  the  following  day.  It  was  clear  to 
all  his  fans  and  to  his  trainer  and  owner 
that  something  just  wasn’t  right. 

As  it  turns  out,  Lost  in  the  Fog  ran  his 
last  and  probably  one  of  the  more  valiant 
horse  races  in  history  on  July  16.  At  the 
time  of  the  race,  as  Aleo  found  out  a  few 
weeks  later.  Lost  in  the  Fog  had  been  suf¬ 
fering  “anywhere  from  the  last  four 
months  up  to  a  year  with  malignant  tu¬ 


mors  on  his  spleen  and  under  his  spine, 
both  of  which  are  inoperable,”  grimaced 
Aleo.  “Oh  boy,  I  don’t  know  how  he  did 
it!” 

According  to  Aleo,  “We  learned  quite 
by  accident.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  13,  Greg 
[Gilchrist,  the  trainer]  noted  that  Lost  in 
the  Fog  had  a  slight  fever  and  was  not  eat¬ 
ing,  which  are  symptoms  of  colic  and 
which  can  be  fatal  when  the  intestines  get 
clogged  up.  So  we  took  him  to  the  vet  for 
an  examination.  They  found  no  colic,  but 
they  did  find  a  tumor  on  his  spleen  about 
the  size  of  a  football.  Tumors  are  very  rare 
in  horses — they  occur  in  less  than  one 
percent  of  all  horses,  so  this  was  quite  a 
surprise. 

“Obviously,  the  prognosis  is  not  so 
good,”  Aleo  said  in  the  last  week  of  Au¬ 
gust,  “but  we  are  trying  some  new  drugs 
that  we  hope  might  cause  the  tumors  to 
shrink.  He  has  been  doing  much  better 
these  past  few  days,  eating  better,  and  be¬ 
ing  more  frisky  nipping  at  all  of  us,  so  we 
are  hoping  for  a  miracle.  You  know  I  feel 
sad  for  [the  Fog]  because  he  never  got  to 
run  his  best  race,  while  he  was  in  his 
prime,”  says  Aleo. 

When  asked  about  the  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  he  could  have  gotten  if  he  had  sold 
Lost  in  the  Fog,  Aleo  responded  that  he 
had  absolutely  no  regrets.  “This  is  all 
about  the  horse,  not  the  money.  Thor¬ 
oughbreds  get  everything  from  bone 
chips  to  bad  ankles  and  knees,  so  just  one 
misstep,  and  that’s  it.  You’re  always  just 
one  step  from  nothing.  And  besides,  what 
would  I  do  with  all  the  money — buy  more 
expensive  racehorses?  I  already  have  one 
of  the  best,  who  has  given  me  such  joy.  It 
was  a  great  run!” 

Aleo  will  be  out  at  Golden  Gate  Fields 
on  Sept.  16,  when  Victorina  will  be  run¬ 
ning  in  the  Noe  Valley  Stakes.  “She  has 
won  six  out  of  her  last  nine  races,”  smiles 
a  very  melancholy  Harry  Aleo. 

That’s  30,  you  all.  ■ 
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COAST-TO-COAST  AMERICAN  CUiSlNE 


Delicious  Sat-Sun  Brunches  9:OOAM-2:OOPM 
Cozy  Dinners  Wed-Sat  Nights  5:30-9:30PM 
Sunday  is  Kids  Night  Open  5:00-9:00PM 
Private  Booths  .  Patio  Tables  .  take  Home 


seadot@pacbell.net 

www.seadotdesign.biz 
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KNOWING  WHICH  STOCKS  TO  OWN 

STARTS  WITH  KNOWING 

YOUR  GOALS. 


At  Edward  Jones,  we  spend  time  getting  to  know  your  goals  so 
we  can  help  you  reach  them.  We  recommend  buying  shares  of 
companies  with  proven  track  records  at  attractive  prices  and 
holding  them  for  the  long  term. 

Although  past  performance  is  not  an  indication  of  future 
results,  stocks  have  historically  outperformed  all  other  types 
of  investments.  And  stock  dividends  are  now  up  to  85#/o  tax 
free  (depending  on  your  income  tax  bracket).* 

To  learn  which  stocks  make  sense  for  you,  call  or  visit  your 
local  investment  representative  to  schedule  a  complimentary 
portfolio  review. 

*  Dividends  can  be  increased,  decreased  or  totally  eliminated  at  any  point,  with  or  without  notice. 

An  equity  investment  will  fluctuate  in  price.  When  sold,  you  may  receive  more  or  less  than  your 
original  investment  amount. 


4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-4079  or  877-282-7588 
California  Ins.  License  0C24309 
www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 

Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS  Gary  Norman 

Investment  Representative  Investment  Representative 


Edward  Jones 


MAKING  SENSE  OF  INVESTING 
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Or 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St..  7:30  p.m. 

Church  Street  Business  (CSB) 

Contact:  Lynn  Ingham,  643-5966, 
or  Paula  Benton,  248-0235 
E-mail:  henionp@sprynet.com 
Meetings:  Third  Monday,  every  other 
month.  Location  varies.  Sept.  18  meeting  at 
Fattoush,  1361  Church  St..  6:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  2 1st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly:  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Irregular,  call  to  confirm. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion 
Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 


MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA94110 

Meetings:  Call  for  information.  The  annual 
Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother's  Day. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (FNV) 

Contact:  Richard  May 

E-mail:  ramhooks@pachell.net 

Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 

Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94146 

Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 

month  (call  ore-mail  to  confirm),  at 

St.  Philip’s  Parish  Hall,  725  Diamond  St. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  225  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center 

Contact:  Christina  Goebel,  826-7772 
E-mail:  christina_goehel@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  or  e-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114, 


San  Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  noestrolls@aol.com 
Weekly  Strolls:  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at 
1 1  a.m.,  departing  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th 
St.,  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg.  Stroll, 
tours  Noe  Valley,  the  Castro,  and  the 
Mission.  Membership  free.  To  join,  and  for 
more  details,  visit  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Association 

(also  known  as  the  Noe  Valley  Community 
Benefit  District) 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com 
Dispatch:  Call  559-8492  to  report  spills, 
debris,  or  garbage  on  24th  Street 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Andy  Fleischman,  641-5838 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  noon,  on  24th  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  Street 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  (co-sponsor),  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  6  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 

kkdrew@yahoo.com ;  Marian  Chatfield- 

Taylor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 

Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 

San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St., 

San  Francisco.  CA  94102 

Meetings:  Call  for  information. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association  (NVMPA) 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 


at-a/TE 


MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
Straus  Family  Dairy  Products 
Housemade  Prepared  Foods 
Artisan  Breads 
Great  Wines  and  Cheese 


- —  Our  ^ 

f  Hou^  Smoked  \ 
.mon  was  named 
onl°fthe"125Best 
•rungs  to  Eat" by 
San  Francisco 
Magazine/^ 


St.,  San  Francisco,  CA941 14 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Call  for  location  and  time. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

An  e-mail  resource  network  for  parents 
Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 
E-mail:  minaken@gmail.com 

Noe  Valley  Preparedness 
Committee 

Contact:  Mindy  Kershner,  377-3890 
E-mail :  mindytower@aoi.com 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contacts:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@san josegu errero .com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking 
Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm).  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center, 
Day  and  Sanchez  streets,  7:30  p.m. 


expanded  meat 
department 
exclusively 
featuring  Niman 
Ranch  Meats 


Check  out  our  catering  menu 
and  gift  brochure  at 
i  www.biritemarket.com 
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3639  -  1 8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 
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trust:  (trust)  n.  1.  firm  belief  or  confidence  in  the 
honesty,  integrity,  ability,  strength  or  character  of  a 
person  or  thing;  reliance  3.  one  in  which  confidence 
is  placed  3.  confident  expectation,  anticipation  or 
hope  4. a.  the  fact  of  having  confidence  placed  in 
one  b.  one  in  which  confidence  is  placed  5.  reliance 
on  something  in  the  future;  hope  -  SYN.  RELIANCE, 
CONFIDENCE,  CARE 

droubi:  (drob  *be)  See  definition  of  trust 


BJ  Droubi  Sc  Company...  A  Name  You  Can  Trust 


BJ  Droubi  &  Company 

4128  24th  St,  San  Francisco,  94114 
p.  415.550.1300  /  f.  415.550.6729 

www.bjdroubi.com 


-  Real  Estate  Services  - 
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Not  Quite  Lovers  and  Not  Quite  Friends 

❖  BY  SUSAN  GODSTONE  <$> 


a  1  "V  on’t  wear  your  hat,”  he  says. 

1  “You’re  having  a  good  hair  day.” 

•A, — J  “Okay,”  I  say. 

He  sees  the  same  movies  on  the  coffee 
table  from  the  last  time  he  visited. 

“Haven’t  you  watched  these  yet?” 

“No,”  I  say.  “I’ve  been  busy.” 

“Busy  doing  what?”  he  asks. 

“This  and  that.” 

Like  always,  he  is  ready  to  leave  the  apart¬ 
ment  before  I  am.  I  look  at  myself  in  the 
mirror,  smear  pink  lipstick  across  my  dry 
mouth,  and  smile  at  myself. 

“Come  on,”  he  whines.  “I’m  hungry.” 

We  take  a  familiar  route  up  Chestnut  Street 
towards  Van  Ness.  As  we  climb  up  Chestnut  to 
Polk,  1  lag  behind.  I  see  the  shape  of  his  back,  his 
jeans,  and  his  black  leather  jacket  scratched  and 
slightly  torn  on  the  left  sleeve.  He  slows  down  and 
waits  for  me  to  catch  up.  A  couple,  hand  in  hand, 
laughing  with  each  other,  walk  past  us  heading 
towards  Van  Ness.  The  man  has  his  arm  casually 
flung  around  the  woman’s  shoulders. 

It’s  a  Friday  night.  As  we  walk  along  Polk  Street, 
there  are  all  sorts  of  people  on  the  sidewalk,  but 
we  don’t  notice  them.  We  are  in  our  own  little 
bubble.  The  air  is  cold  enough  that  we  can  see 
smoke  on  our  breath.  I  wish  that  I’d  worn  my  hat. 

“We  have  to  go  Dutch  on  this  meal,”  he  says 
buttoning  up  his  jacket. 

“That’s  okay.  My  treat,”  I  say. 

“Are  you  sure?” 

“I’m  sure,”  I  say.  “I  wouldn’t  offer  otherwise.” 

We  walk  in  silence  for  a  while.  I  notice  an  aban¬ 
doned  wheelchair  on  the  sidewalk. 

“That’s  for  you,”  I  tease. 

“No,  for  you,”  he  says.  “You,  spinster  of  this 
parish.” 

“I  worry  that  we’ll  both  be  alone  forever,”  he 
says.  “One  is  the  loneliest  number...,”  he  sings.  I 
try  to  put  my  hand  over  his  mouth. 

“We  won’t  end  up  like  this  forever,”  I  say, 
“because  I’ll  meet  somebody  else  and  you’ll  meet 
somebody  else  and  we  won’t  be  lonely  sad  people 
anymore.  How  about  Thai  food?”  I  point  to  the 
restaurant  across  the  street  called  Thai  Spice. 

“Okay.  Haven’t  we  been  there  before?” 

“Years  ago,”  I  say.  “I  think  it’s  under  different 
ownership  now.” 

“What  makes  you  think  that?”  he  asks  face¬ 
tiously.  A  large  red  and  yellow  sign  hangs  untidily 
above  the  entrance.  “UNDER  NEW  MANAGE¬ 
MENT.” 

We  walk  into  the  restaurant  and  get  directed  to 
the  window  table.  We  will  be  their  advertisement 
for  an  hour  or  so.  He  wants  to  keep  his  coat  on.  I 
give  mine  to  the  waiter,  who  flashes  me  a  wide 
grin.  We  sit  down  and  I  notice  a  couple  two  tables 
away.  They  are  finishing  their  meal.  The  boy  feeds 
the  girl  a  spoonful  of  sticky  mango  rice. 

He  looks  at  the  menu.  “Green  chicken  curry?”  I 
ask.  / 

“I’m  looking  for  something  different,”  he  says. 

“You  should  try  something  different.” 

He  looks  for  quite  a  while.  I  know  what  I’m 
having.  The  couple  two  tables  away  are  paying  the 
check.  The  girl  is  looking  at  her  watch.  She’s  wor¬ 
ried  that  they  will  miss  the  movie. 

“No,  I’ll  go  for  green  chicken  curry,”  he  says. 


“It’s  always  my  litmus  test.” 

“Sounds  good,”  I  say,  imagining  that  I  have 
never  heard  him  say  this  before. 

“I  think  about  fatherhood,”  he  says  out  of  the 
blue. 

“Well,  you  didn’t  when  we  were  together.”  I 
lean  over  the  table  and  wave  my  fork  at  him. 

“That’s  because  it  wasn’t  on  my  mind  then.” 

“Maybe  you  didn’t  want  to  think  about  it  with 
me,”  I  say.  With  the  emphasis  on  the  me. 

“Maybe,  maybe  not,”  he  says.  “We  were  arguing 
too  much  for  me  to  think  about  it.”  He  grabs  my 
hand.  “I’ve  been  too  lonely.”  He  looks  into  my 
eyes  as  if  going  home  with  me  would  be  the 
answer  to  all  his  problems. 

“Me  too,”  I  say.  “I  don’t  like  being  alone.  I 
think  about  getting  married.  I  want  to  be  mar¬ 
ried.” 

“Why?”  he  asks. 

“Because  I  don’t  want  to  go  through  this  hell 
again.  It’s  horrible.  I  want  to  be  with  somebody 
forever.” 

“Is  this  a  new  thought?” 

“Yes.” 

He  looks  upset.  I  am  upset. 

“Nobody  is  with  anyone  forever.  At  least,”  he 
says,  “marriage  is  no  guarantee.” 

“Well,  it  upsets  me  to  know  that  you  are  think¬ 
ing  of  fatherhood,”  I  say. 

“I  know,”  he  says.  “I  think  I  can  make  some 
money  on  this  decorating  job.  I  brought  the  esti¬ 
mate  for  you  to  check.  You  know  I’m  no  good  at 
figures.”  He  pulls  a  crumpled  piece  of  paper  out  of 
his  jeans  pocket. 

“I  don’t  have  my  glasses.  I’ll  look  at  it  later.” 

“Okay.”  He  puts  the  papers  back  in  his  pocket. 

I  know  that  I  will  not  see  it  again. 

“How  have  you  been,  really?”  I  ask. 

“Not  too  bad.  Like  I  said,  really  lonely.  I  miss 

» 

you. 

He  pulls  up  his  sleeve  and  shows  me  an  angry 
rash  on  his  elbow.  “My  eczema  is  getting  worse.” 

“Yes... it  is,”  I  say.  “Have  you  been  to  the  doc- 
tor? 

“Nah,  I  just  put  that  cream  on  it.” 

Silence,  for  what  seems  like  a  long  time. 

“I  just  want  both  of  us  to  be  happy,”  he  says. 

“So  do  I,”  I  say. 

“I’m  thinking  about  selling  my  truck,”  he  says.  ' 
“I  never  use  it  anymore.  It’s  a  waste  of  space  sitting 
in  Mom’s  garage.” 

“Sounds  like  a  good  idea.” 

“I’ve  been  making  inquiries,”  he  says. 

The  waiter  brings  our  food.  Green  chicken 
curry  for  him;  eggplant  and  prawns  for  me.  White 
rice  and  vegetable  spring  rolls.  Beer  for  him.  Green 
tea  for  me. 

“Is  everything  okay?”  says  the  waiter  looking  at 
me. 

“Everything  is  fine,”  I  say. 

“So,  have  you  been  seeing  anyone?”  He  looks  at 
his  plate  of  green  chicken  curry  as  he  asks  me  this 
question. 

“I  haven’t  been  interested  in  other  people,”  I 
snap. 

“No  need  to  be  snarky,”  he  says. 

“I’m  not  being  snarky.  I  just  haven’t.” 

He  changes  the  subject.  “This  green  chicken 
curry  is  really  good.” 

“Then  it  passes  your  test?” 

“Definitely.  I  think  it’s  the  best  Thai  place  we’ve 


been  to  in  a  long  time,”  he  says. 

“Haven’t  you  been  to  any  since  we’ve  split  up?” 

I  ask. 

“Not  really.  A  bad  one  in  Berkeley.” 

“Oh,”  I  say.  “I’m  thinking  about  trying  Internet 
dating.”  I  blurt  it  out  as  if  it’s  a  dirty  secret. 

“That’s  not  the  way  to  meet  people,”  he  says. 

“What’s  not?” 

“The  Internet,”  he  says.  “How  can  you  tell  what 
a  person  is  like  from  an  e-mail?” 

“I  think  you  can  tell  a  lot,”  I  say.  “If  you  really 
pay  attention  to  what  people  are  writing,  that  is.” 

“You’re  a  beautiful  woman,”  he  says. 

“No,  I’m  not,”  I  say.  “I’m  an  old  woman.” 

“Okay,”  he  says. 

There  is  quite  a  bit  of  food  uneaten,  but  we  are 
finished.  I  look  out  the  window  and  it’s  starting  to 
rain.  The  waiter  intrudes  into  our  conversation. 
“Do  you  want  to  take  what’s  left  home?” 

“Yes,”  we  say. 

“In  separate  bags?”  the  waiter  asks. 

“Yes,”  he  says.  “We  lived  together  for  ten  years 
but  not  anymore.”  He  looks  sad  and  I  can  tell  the 
waiter  takes  pity  on  him,  not  me.  The  waiter  sighs 
in  his  direction  and  collects  the  dishes.  When  the 
check  comes,  I  pay. 

“I  want  to  call  you  whenever  I  want,  unless  you 
don’t  want  me  to,”  I  say. 

“What  does  that  mean?”  he  asks. 

“I  don’t  know,”  I  say.  “I  suppose  I  want  to  talk 
to  you  whenever  I  want,  even  though  we  can’t.” 

“I’m  not  begging  anymore.” 

“I  don’t  want  you  to  beg.” 

“Yes,  you  do.  It’s  a  power  thing.  You  like  it,”  he 
says. 

“You  mean  if  I  didn’t  like  it,  I  wouldn’t  see 
you.” 

“Yes,”  he  says. 

“I  don’t  think  that’s  true.” 

“Well,  just  another  thing  we’ll  have  to  disagree 
upon.”  The  waiter  brings  my  coat  and  he  helps  me 
on  with  it. 

We  walk  together  to  the  bus  stop.  This  time  we 
go  down  the  road,  his  arm  around  my  shoulders, 
mine  around  his  back.  Each  carrying  our  bag  of 
Thai  food.  It  is  raining  hard  but  neither  of  us  has 
an  umbrella.  I  reflect  on  what  he  says.  It  doesn’t 
make  me  feel  good,  but  I  don’t  know  what  to  do 
about  it. 

“When  you  think  about  fatherhood,  do  you 
have  a  mother  in  mind?”  I  ask  finally. 

“No,  I  just  keep  looking  at  babies.  I’m  broody  I 
didn’t  know  men  could  get  broody.” 

“You’re  a  shit,”  I  say. 

“I  am  who  I  am,”  he  says. 

We  arrive  at  the  bus  stop.  A  homeless  man  asks 
him  for  a  quarter.  He  rummages  in  his  pocket  and 
pulls  out  a  dime.  The  homeless  person  sneers  at 
both  of  us  and  shuffles  off. 

“I’ll  see  you  soon,”  I  say 
I  dont  know,  he  says.  “Maybe,  maybe  not.” 

“Here’s  my  bus,”  I  say.  He  kisses  me  quickly  on 
the  lips  and  I  get  on  the  bus  without  looking  back. 
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